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In the 21st century, Islam is being attacked from all sides. We have 
spiritual attacks from different religions trying to discredit Islam, 
political attacks, etc. Islam is being attacked on every platform – 
the media, in the news, books, pamphlets, you name it.

We see people are leaving Islam and converting to different 
religions. Why? Because these (non-Muslims) are the people who 
are helping them. We see some of these YouTube videos, migrants 
going into Europe and leaving their Deen because this is what is 
helping them.

INTRODUCTION1
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As a Muslim, what have we done to defend Islam? What have we 
done for the sake of Allah (swt)?

We take a back seat and complain, but in reality, what have we done 
for Islam? Have we stood up to someone, have we written something, 
have we made any speech? 

Have we tried acquiring the knowledge of our Deen? Do we know 
about Islam? Do we know the path of the other people who are 
against us? Because if we don't know, then we are at loss, we don't 
have the tools to do anything, because knowledge is power.
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People have made their religion as just a part of their culture. I’m a 
Muslim because my parents raised me like this. I'm an Arab, an 
Indian, a Malaysian and that's just the way I was born, I don't think 
I like this anyway, so I'm going to pick whatever I want. 

People want to confuse the Ummah of Muhammad (pbuh), and they 
could care less what you do after as long as you are not a Muslim. 
If you're not a Muslim for them, they're happy. You can choose to 
become a Christian, Hindu, Buddhist, have no religion at all, it 
doesn't matter. All they care is that you get rid of Islam.

ALLAH –2 THE ONE WHO CHANGES THE HEARTS
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IMPORTANT REMINDER

The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“O Allah, the One who changes the hearts, 
keep my heart steady on your Deen.”

The scholars say that doubts are more dangerous than desires. We 
shouldn’t take our faith for granted. One should fear for one’s Deen, 
fear for one’s faith. Spiritual death is the real death.

The key to learn and gain in depth knowledge about Islam is to learn Arabic.
To be able to defend yourself and to understand Islam, you need to learn 

Arabic. You don’t have to be an Arabic scholar, but at least know enough Arabic 
so that no one can come and fool you.
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AND HOW I VIEWED ISLAM BEFORE?
HOW I BECAME MUSLIM
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The worst thing that can happen to a Muslim is to lose their faith. 
You can lose a limb, you can lose your eye, or you could lose your 
job and your money, you lose your family sometimes, but you can 
never afford to lose your faith. If someone steals it from you, if 
someone uses deception and tricks and lies to take it away from 
you, this is unacceptable. We can call it as a disaster, because 
Islam is the best thing that anyone could ever get. 

This is not the religion of Arabs or of a particular community, it is 
‘Islam’ – submission to the will of your Lord, Who created you, Who 
created the first man, and who created everything else. And if 
anyone is deprived from that, be it Muslim or non-Muslim, it’s the 
greatest injustice that anyone can do. That is why those people who 
have left their faith will be faced with a severe torment on the Day 
of Judgment. 

DISASTER FOR 3  A MUSLIM – APOSTASY
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Among the prophecies of the Prophet (pbuh) was that people will 
leave Islam. We shouldn't be depressed when we see this 
happening because the Prophet (pbuh) told us about it. 

We can’t just be fooled and scream ‘Takbeer’ Allahu Akbar, when 
we see people coming into Islam and take their Shahaadah. 
However how many of these people stay into Islam? How many of 
these people are followed up with? Some of the organizations are 
always working, putting so much effort into it, and providing 
services and follow up for these new Muslims by training them and 
teaching them, but not all.

BUILDING A 4  SUPPORT SYSTEM

And then when they want to turn to us, we dismiss them. We say 
how can you have doubts? This is not how the Prophet (pbuh)
reacted.

This is one of the reasons that though many people enter Islam, but 
a lot of them also leave it.
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What should you do once you gain knowledge, understand Islam? 
You as a Muslim, what do you do for Islam?

Are you a person who gives Da’wah and calls people towards Islam, 
or are you just another person, a number in this Ummah who's just 
taking a back seat? Someone who wears a Muslim name, but there 
is no substance to it.

The Prophet (pbuh) raised people who used to make Tarbiyyah for 
people and make them people of substance, while today, we have 
people who consume substances, food, drink and enjoy. This is our 
life; we take and take and take. What do we give back to the 
society? Then we say, “Well I’m not a Da’ee. I don't have 
knowledge.” This is not a credible excuse. 

SPREAD THE KNOWLEDGE 5 AND PROPAGATE
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The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Convey from me, even if it's one Ayah.”

Everyone one of us knows ‘Qul Huwal Laahu Ahad’ i.e., ‘Say God 
is One.’ This is Tawheed, the Oneness of Allah (swt).

No one can argue with ‘Qul Huwal Laahu Ahad’, to prove the 
Trinity or to prove all the different idols of different religions, 
because for Shirk, you have to try to prove it through different 
means. You don't have to prove Tawheed, it is the default. Noth-
ing else makes sense. Even if you want to go based on reason, 
first there cannot be another absolute because then the first one 
is not an absolute anymore. Once another partner is associated 
to Allah (swt), then it takes away from the absolute power of the 
first one, you cannot have two absolutes. Thus, you have to 
think, and you have to convey.
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A Da’ee is a person who gives Da’wah. There is no better
person than the one who calls towards Islam.

TRAITS AND
CHARACTERISTICS OF A DA’EE – I 6

“And who is better in speech than the one 
who calls to Allah.” 
Al Qur’an 41:33
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TRAITS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF A DA’EE

Be sincere and humblei

The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Whoever humbles himself like this and he 
put his palm like this towards the ground, 
Allah will raise him up like this and he raised 
his hands.”
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Arrogance has no room in Islam, you can’t be arrogant. You need to 
sincerely and from the bottom of your heart wish well for those 
people (the Kuffar). You need to feel like the Prophets of Allah used 
to feel.

Hate the sin not the sinners – For example, look at Lut (pbuh), how 
he acts and interacts with his people even though they were 
involved in sodomy, and homosexuality.

He said to them, ‘O my people…’ he called them his people, Moses 
(pbuh) called his tribe his people. All the Prophets that came, they 
were trying their best, exerting effort, praying for their people, 
because they didn't hate these people. They hated their condition, 
they hated the sin that they were in. They didn't engage into 
arguments because they wanted to show off, they engaged into 
arguments because they wanted them to know the truth. So, 
sincerity and humbleness are very important and the moment that 
intention switches you will find no results in your Da’wah.
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MAKING DA'WAH
THE DA'EE AND 
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TRAITS AND
CHARACTERISTICS OF A DA’EE – II7

The Prophet (pbuh) was told by Allah (swt):

“Stand the night, pray except for a little bit.” 
Al Qur’an 73:2

“Indeed, We will cast upon you or reveal to 
you a heavy speech.”
Al Qur’an 73:5

You should have the strength to wake up in the morning when 
everyone is sleeping, to leave the comfy bed and to pray Qiyamul 
Layl, the night prayer.

Perform Qiyamul Layl and other Voluntary acts ii

And the Ayah goes on: 
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The Prophet (pbuh) was ordered to pray Qiyam, and it is not easy to 
wake up at night, when everyone else is sleeping in the last third of 
the night to stand and pray, but this gives you strength. 

It's a very difficult test, but in order for someone to be a Da’ee, a 
person of Da’wah, this is something very important.

Fasting is equally important, it strengthens your Imaan. Doing good 
deeds, paying Sadaqah ... these are the deeds that are always 
refreshing your relationship with Allah (swt).
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When you deal with people who are attacking Islam, having 
patience is of the utmost importance. You cannot be hasty,
“I don't know something, it's over. I don't think this is correct.” 
One needs to have patience. 

For example, the harshness of the Shariah. Living in the West, 
there is a lot of social pluralism, religious pluralism, and 
everyone gets along well. You slowly start to think that maybe 
there’s other ways we can deal with things, the Shariah is very 
harsh.

When we don’t understand the Hikmah, and the reason behind 
something, we are very fast to criticise, but you need to have the 
patience to understand. You might not understand it today, you 
might have a doubt today, but maybe that doubt will be 
answered in a week, in a month, in a year, In Sha Allah.

To have Sabr (patience)iii



We need to be humble and caring, the Prophets gave Da’wah to 
thieves, sinners and all groups of people without discriminating 
between anyone. This is what stops us sometimes from giving 
Da’wah to people, we have assumptions about people, think like 
someone doesn't deserve to be given Da’wah.

For example, remember some of the people of Quraysh used to 
make Tawaaf naked and practise other social ills but the Prophet 
(pbuh) gave Da’wah to them. The Prophet (pbuh) cared for them, 
cried for them, because he really wanted them to have the best. 

Do not make assumptions and discriminate peopleiv

DEFENSE AGAINST DISASTER – PART 1 21
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Don’t let the Shaitaan play with your mindv

Yes, you may not be perfect, you may be having sins, but that 
doesn't mean that you do not do good and forbid evil, you should 
stop others from the evil.

The minute that you've spent in maybe lying or cheating or 
maybe doing something Haraam, it will be erased by the next 
minute you spent in doing something good for the sake of Allah 
(swt).

The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Every son of Adam commits sins, but the 
best of sinner is that who seeks forgiveness.”

“Indeed, the good deeds erase the bad 
deeds.”
Al Qur’an 11:114 



The mentality of “Who am I, I don't know anything. Let the 
knowledgeable people do it, the scholars.” Is what holds back 
most of the people from doing their part in the field of Da’wah.

If you look at the number of scholars versus the number of
enemies of Islam, there's a big difference.

Where are you in helping the scholars? Where are you in helping 
the Da’ees? Where are you in helping the people who are working 
for the sake of Allah? 

PLAY YOUR PART IN HELPING 8 THE DA’EES AND THE SCHOLARS



THE SPIRITUAL 

L E S S O N  4

   

BATTLE
THE SPIRITUAL 
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If we go back in history of the battle against truth, we find that the 
people who are on the truth were never fully embraced, especially 
at the beginning by their people.

This is just an oft repeated story and trend - all the Prophets (pbut) 
were accused of sorcery, evil, madness, lying, and so on.

Truth is always packaged as something dirty, as something ugly. 
People will attack you; they will try to brainwash you and convince 
you that the people who hold the truth are actually the liars. This is 
one of the signs the Prophet (pbuh) talked about that towards the 
Day of Judgement, he said that truth will be considered as 
falsehood and falsehood as truth. A liar will be believed and the 
person who speaks truth will be called a liar.

TRUTH WILL ALWAYS 9 BE FOUGHT AGAINST
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Character assassination is nothing new, if you cannot deal with the 
argument of someone, you try to malign them, hit their character. 
Instead of saying, what he's saying is wrong because of ‘XYZ’ 
reasons and give a proper proof and rational argument, you say that 
this person is crazy, he's dealing with magic, he's just an extremist 
and so on. Instead of dealing with the argument, you're not focusing 
on the argument, but you're focusing now on the person. That's 
how they tried to discredit people, because if they can assassinate 
the character of the person, then people will not look at the 
argument, they will not look at the message because they lose 
credibility. 
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Why did people resist the Prophets? Why do people resist the 
Da’wah? People cannot submit, you find that again and again in the 
history of mankind when the messengers were sent. Why do you 
think that Allah (swt) sent so many messengers? Because people 
kept changing. Some people accept it, but as time goes on, slowly 
their desires and Nafs realise that maybe it's a bit too hard, let's 
change it a little bit, let's say this in a different way. How about we 
change this word a bit and say it in a nicer way so that this guy 
doesn't get upset!

Slowly as time passes on, the message changes because people do 
not submit. They can’t accept it, because ‘I don't agree with it’, ‘It 
doesn't make sense to me’. With all respect, is the truth dependent 
upon you, upon how you feel? Or is truth inevitably what was 
revealed? The question is not how you feel about it, but whether it 
is true or not, whether it's been revealed by God or not. That's what 
people need to ask themselves.

WHY DO PEOPLE RESIST 10 THE TRUTH (DA’WAH)?
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You can’t deny Allah (swt) because you do not feel well about some-
thing. It is exactly because of this that people have changed the 
message, and that's exactly what some people are doing today. They 
think that they know better than Allah (swt) because their hearts 
cannot accept something. They feel that this is too harsh; this is too 
much. Allah (swt) created us, and He gives us the instruction 
manual, but then we challenge it. Why? Because we think with our 
limited capacity of the brain that we use, we can challenge the rule 
of the Master of the universe, the Creator of the heavens and the 
earth! This is totally irrational, baseless, illogical.
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Up to the 19th century, the attacks on Islam were mostly from a 
religious point of view. However, in the 20th century, Darwinism 
created a paradigm shift, and now in the 21st century, we find that 
it’s not just about religion anymore. Now it’s the question of 
whether God exists or not? Social issues, humanists, people who 
are talking that we don’t need religion to tell us to be good; and they 
themselves now are doing their Da’wah! Atheists, Agnostics, 
Satanists, everyone now has some kind of say, or can have a 
platform to express their opinions and their beliefs, and that’s 
exactly what ‘Deen’ means. A ‘Deen’ is a path, it is a way and these 
people have a Deen. They always accuse people of being too 
religious, but what you are pushing through is also religion. Atheism 
is a religion, it’s organised, it has a set of values, ideologies, even 
certain rituals. So there's a paradigm shift. 

CHANGING TACTICS11 TO ATTACK ISLAM – ARE WE PREPARED?
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Today, you’ll find that Islam is attacked not only from one point of 
view but from many different points of view. So, the fight 
intensifies. Curated groups are so diverse and so hard to tackle 
because sometimes they don't have a foundation to counter them 
on. They'll accuse you of something and you can’t point back to 
them and say, well, you know, you also believe in that. So, you have 
to be smart, it requires a lot of effort, and training and intellectual 
strength for the Muslims to be able to counter these new ideologies 
and new ideas. We need to take it seriously. Protect yourself, invest 
in yourself, invest in your communities, make sure that you can 
contribute to this great struggle, this intellectual struggle of 
protecting yourself and your community from apostasy.
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OF THE MISSIONARIES – PART 1
ATTACKING TECHNIQUES 
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From among the most common techniques of the missionaries is 
taking a single Ayah or Hadith, in isolation from the rest of the 
Qur’an and Sunnah. 

For example, in Surah Taubah, wherein Allah (swt) says to fight the 
infidels and to kill them, people are appalled that Islam teaches to 
fight and kill human beings! But what they don’t want to understand 
or fail to realise is that these are verses that were dealing with 
battle. But still people take it out of context, they don’t read before 
and after to understand the context, they just quote.

This is the number one technique that people use, trying to take 
things out of context and it can be done for everything and anyone, 
but it seems that Islam is always under the scrutiny of people, so 
most of the attacks are directed against it.

TECHNIQUES MISSIONARIES 12 USE TO ATTACK ISLAM – I

Taking a single Ayah or Hadith out of contexti
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Thus, in order to confront this, we Muslims should understand and 
know how to react in such situations. Whenever someone comes in 
and tries to confront or confuse you by taking things out of context, 
you read a little bit above and little bit below, and get a clear picture 
of what it refers to, understand the context of the verses and clear 
out the misconceptions because when you don't have a full picture 
of what's happening it's very easy to make a mistake. It's very easy 
to jump to conclusions. 

We need to think about this because most of the people leaving 
Islam and people getting confused are because of this, because 
people do not understand the whole context.
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Not differentiating between the authentic, weak and the fabricated 
Ahadith is one of the tactics that people use when they attack the 
teachings of Islam. This is something very important to understand, 
because people come and say, ‘look, the Hadith says this’, and they 
don't even care to check the authenticity of the Hadith, if it's Sahih, 
Hasan, or Da’eef. All that matters is that it supports their accusa-
tions and their agenda and if people don't know the basics of Islam, 
it's very easy to trick them.

Thus, as a Muslim we need to pay attention, the first thing you 
should do is to check if the knowledge or the Hadith they have 
quoted is Sahih, Hasan, or Da’eef or even fabricated!

Ignoring the fact that not all the Ahadith are authenticii
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Besides quoting unauthentic Hadith, they also try citing sources 
that are not actually there. When you receive a source, they say, 
“It’s mentioned in the Qur’an, so and so verse, or Hadith so and so.” 
You should make sure to check out their quotations, because a lot 
of times, these things do not exist. The reference is wrong, or the 
Hadith itself is not there.

Therefore, as a Muslim, it is very important that we should at least 
know the basics of what's authentic and what's not. No one's 
asking you to be a Muhaddith, but only to understand the basic 
principles of what is authentic, and what is not, and secondly make 
sure that the actual reference is there.

Non-existing or Wrong References of Hadithiii
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Another very important point to note is ‘taking things in isolation’.
For example, there is one Hadith that has part of the information, 
another one adds a little bit more maybe, then there is another Ayah 
that also explains it, and another Hadith that explains more.  When 
we look in the books of Hadith, we will find that these Ahadith are 
together under a certain chapter, under certain section, and they 
are all there. But these people will look for the one that fits their 
purpose in their argument and pull that one out and put it on to you 
and try to confuse you.

As a Muslim, the first thing you want to do is, ask for the reference, 
in which book is it mentioned. Then, when you go and look it up, you 
find the list of Ahadith that are on the same context, in the same 
topic, and then you find more information, a little bit more, and now 
all the pieces of the puzzle come together. 

Taking a single Hadith in isolationiv
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OF THE MISSIONARIES – PART 2
ATTACKING TECHNIQUES 
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Another technique that the missionaries use to attack Islam is that 
they quote from and make extensive use of narrations from history 
books, like those of At Tabari, Ibn Ishaaq, Ibn Sa’ad etc.

What a lot of these people fail to understand is that when these 
people wrote these books, they included a lot of raw material about 
early Muslims, and many of their narrations might not even be 
authentic. Also, what is important to note is that a lot of times what 
they wrote, they wrote it for the scholars not for the general public!

TECHNIQUES MISSIONARIES 13 USE TO ATTACK ISLAM – II

Extensive use of narrations from history booksv
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You can’t just pick up any book and read it without understanding 
the purpose behind why it was written. The scholars who wrote it, 
they wrote it with a specific goal and an intent in mind, they had a 
specific audience in mind towards whom they directed their 
writings. 

But now, you just take and read whatever you want, and people love 
to cut and paste and take out from these books what fits their 
argument and just put it up for people saying, ‘It’s in At Tabari, it’s 
in Ibn Ishaaq, Ibn Hisham, Ibn Sa’ad.’ And the people are like, ‘I 
heard about these people, therefore everything is credible.’ No!!! 
We need to gain knowledge, we need to understand that if we read 
these books and the introduction, we find the disclaimers in them.
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A single word or phrase may have quite different meanings in 
different context, and this is something that is of significant 
importance. 

We see a lot of times that they use one Ayah from the Qur’an for 
example, Abdullah Yusuf Ali’s translation, and then they use 
another one from another translation of the Qur’an, like Muhsin 
Khan and then another Ayah in the same article and the same 
argument they’ll use it from, for example, another translator. This 
shows that they’re selective in the translation because a word in 
Arabic has certain meanings and depending upon how the 
translator translates it, he uses a certain word.

Indifference to the subtleties of the Arabic languagevi
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This is exactly why we never say that the English translation or the 
Hindi translation, or any translation of the Qur’an is the Qur’an, it 
always says, translation of the meaning of the Qur’an. It is the 
choice of the translator as to what words he or she might have 
picked.

A lot of times, a lot of words have been translated wrong, that's why 
you cannot build an argument from English translation or from any 
language translation, one has to go back to the Arabic language. 
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Another important point to note is that we need to understand and 
take into account the environment and culture of the seventh centu-
ry Arabia, the time when the Qur’an was revealed on the Prophet 
(pbuh), the culture of the Prophet (pbuh) and the Arabs of that time.

A lot of people are misguided and they attack Islam because they 
have no regards for the culture of that time, they think that the 
measuring stick is 21st century Californian culture, or American 
culture or British culture. It’s unfair if you judge the seventh century 
Arabian culture and compare it to today’s culture and time because 
the times are completely different. What’s normal in today’s times 
might be looked down upon at that time and vice versa.

Not understanding the culture of Arabsvii
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We see that while all these civilisations become topics for National 
Geographic shows and documentaries, Islam becomes topic for 
your 12 o'clock or two o'clock news of accusations. Social media, 
books, missionaries, TV shows, people talking and picking on some 
of the cultural issues that were quite acceptable in the time of 
Arabia.

People try to force their understanding and interpretation on others, 
but you have to understand that all cultures need to be respected.
Just because you’re against a certain culture, you’ve invalidated it, 
it doesn’t mean that everyone has to do that too.

Muslims are very adamant about maintaining the Sunnah of the 
Prophet (pbuh), and we don't divorce the culture from the faith. A lot 
of the things in the culture of the Muslims are part and parcel with 
the faith. So, this has to be understood.
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We have to make sure that we understand that we go back to the 
Arabic text of the Qur’an, and not consider it's translation, or the 
commentaries as a part of the original text of the Qur’an

Usually the missionaries, they use a certain Tafseer because it 
matches with ther argument.

We're not undermining the Tafseer (commentaries), but we're 
saying that the missionaries are being selective. They pick what fits 
them and conveniently ignore and leave out what opposes their 
view point or exposes their lies.

The Qur’an and the Tafseer are not the sameviii
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The Quran and the Hadith of the Prophet (pbuh) are clear. Of course, 
there are certain matters that require elaboration from the scholars, 
but this is part and parcel of our faith.

What the missionaries try to do is single out a certain scholar and 
take those points and views of his that matches with theirs and 
side-line the rest. What about the other ten who have spoken on the 
same subject and cleared out all the misconceptions that the 
people might have, explained the points that have been missed or 
that someone had gone wrong in.

They will never mention about them because it does not serve their 
purpose and their purpose would be defeated.



QUESTION  & ANSWER 
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Q1 HOW SHOULD ONE COUNTER THE TECHNIQUES OF
A MISSIONARY WHEN THEY TRY TO DEVIATE OR CONFUSE YOU?

The most important technique to counter the missionaries is ‘to know 
your safety zone, and always fall back on it spiritually, psychologically, 
and rationally’.

It is not possible for you to have knowledge of everything in Islam. But 
there is always something that one knows and has firm belief in it, 
therefore in such circumstances it is better to go back to these beliefs 
and to have trust that there is a certain explanation for it, rather than 
giving in to their techniques and getting confused by the missionaries.
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Q2 WHAT ARE SOME OF THE TECHNIQUES THAT THE 
MISSIONARIES USE TO ATTACK ISLAM?

Amongst a few techniques that the missionaries misuse and try to 
attack Islam are :

They single out an Ayah or a Hadith and use it out of 
context because it serves their purpose, and they know 
that if they gave the complete context, their games would 
be exposed.

i

They try to judge the seventh century Arab culture 
according to the today’s culture.

ii

They purposely do not differentiate between the Qu’an 
and the Tafseer (explanation), and even in that they pick 
and choose only the points that help their ideology and 
leave aside the rest of the Tafseer.

iii
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Q3 WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CHARACTERISTICS THAT A
DA’EE SHOULD HAVE?

Some of the characteristics that a person should have if he wants to be 
a Da’ee are: 

A Da’ee should always be sincere in his intention for 
Da’wah, because if the intention is not right then, he would 
not find the desired effect in his Da’wah. 

i

One should be humble and not look down upon others, 
because for Da’wah, you need to get people closer to you, 
and being proud, arrogant or looking down upon them 
would not help.

ii

To have Sabr (patience) is also a very important character- 
istic that a Da’ee should have, because you cannot go 
around making hasty judgements about people or their 
opinions.  You need to be patient and use Hikmah, to 
understand the reason behind something, and only then 
would you be able to convince the other person and clear 
out their doubts or accusations.

iii
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