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Course Topics 

1. Distinction between major and minor issues 
 in Islam

2.  How to deal with different people while 
 differing with us? 

3.  Maslahah and Mafsadah (Potential Advan-
 tages or Disadvantages) 

4.  Maslahah and Mafsadah principle in a 
 non-Muslim majority enviroment

5.  Examples of Muslims’ differences under a
 non-Muslim rule 

6.  “The Avoidance of Difference” rule

7.  Examples of the differences of the Sahaabah
 (ra) during the time of the Prophet (pbuh)

8.  Making Ijtihaad should be based on
 knowledge

9.  Defences of the Sahaabah (ra) after the
 demise of the Prophet (pbuh) 

10. Conclusion: Differences should not entail
 hatred
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Course Objectives
1.  To learn how to maintain a trade-off between
 upholding principles and tolerating differences

2.  To understand and emulate the Sahaabah’s (ra)
 way of dealing with differences

3.  To have a clear understanding of the scenarios
 where the Muslims especially those under
 non-Muslim rule should balance the advantages
 and disadvantages of decisions related to their
 internal religious differences
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Question & Answer Bucket

Course Duration
Video   -  1 hours 55 min
Study Guide  -  40 min
Assessment -  10 min
Total Duration  -  2 hours 45 min 

Multiple Choice Questions
Match the Columns
True or False 

Assessment

Additional Resources
Transcripts
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Lesson 1

MAJOR AND MINOR ISSUES
IN ISLAM AND HOW TO
DEAL WITH THEM
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DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
MAJOR AND MINOR ISSUES IN ISLAM1
If the Ummah of Muhammad (pbuh) agree upon 
something, then it is something major or funda-
mental, and we should not accept any difference 
on it. But, if the Ummah of Muhammad (pbuh) 
disagree on something, then we don’t say that it 
is minor and we may leave it, but differing on this 
is not a big issue, and is tolerated.

For example, the Ummah agrees that giving 
Zakaah is a major pillar and fundamental part of 
Islam and hence we cannot differ regarding its 
obligation. Whereas the Ummah disagree on 
whether to give Zakaah on jewellery or not. The 
Hanafi school of thought says that one must give 
it. The other schools of thought say that one 
does not have to give it. So, we are allowed to 
differ within this.
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However, in disputable issues when there are 
two opinions within which the difference revolves, 
we cannot invent a new opinion, and adopt nei-
ther of the two opinions that the Ummah adopted.

For example, regarding having bath on Friday, 
the majority of the Ummah says that it is highly 
recommended, but some scholars say that it is 
obligatory. Here, if someone says that it is neither 
recommended nor obligatory, and that it is simply 
permissible, their opinion is to be rejected.
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If all of the Ummah agrees upon something,
and someone goes against the Ijmaa’ of the 
Ummah, we have to be able to differentiate bet- 
ween a person going against the consensus of 
the Ummah due to ignorance, and a person who 
is going against the consensus of the Ummah 
because he means to reject what the Ummah 
has agreed upon.

For example, if someone says that I disagree 
with the Siwaak (tooth brushing). Now we
need to see, why does he disagree? Does he 
reject the Sunnah, or he does not believe that 
Islam came up with this Sunnah? These are two 
different things. 

HOW TO DEAL WITH DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE WHILE DIFFERING WITH US? 2
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The person who is saying no, Siwaak is not a 
Sunnah, out of ignorance (and needs to be 
taught) is different from a person who is saying 
this Siwaak is disgusting and therefore I cannot 
accept it. Therefore, we need to differentiate 
between two types of people. The basis of this 
differentiation is the intention. Someone who has 
good intention, but does not know, is different 
from someone who knows but has bad intention.

Similarly, if someone doesn’t know that Salaah is 
obligatory, (although it is difficult to believe that 
someone does not know that Salaah is one of 
the pillars of Islam), he needs to be taught. 
Whereas someone knows Salaah is one of the 
pillars of Islam and yet doesn’t want to pray 
because he doesn’t believe that Salaah is one of 
the pillars of Islam is to be treated differently. 



9SHAIKH HAITHAM AL HADDAD

Furthermore, someone who disagrees on 
Siwaak being Sunnah is different from one who 
disagrees on Salaah being a pillar of Islam. 

This ability to differentiate helps us to deal with 
those who differ with us. The one who differs 
with us on major fundamental issues should be 
treated differently from one who differs with us 
on minor issues.
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Allah says in the Qur'an about intoxicants and 
gambling that they contain a big sin and benefits 
as well. But the sin and the evil things that comes 
from them are bigger than the Manfa’ah, or the 
benefit. He wants to tell us, O you who are wise, 
if you have something whose benefit is less than 
its harm, then you should leave it.  

MASLAHAH AND MAFSADAH  
(POTENTIAL ADVANTAGES
 OR DISADVANTAGES) 3

The principle as implicated in the Qur'anA
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To give yet another example, one of the Sahaa-
bah (ra) under persecution was commanded by 
the persecuting disbelievers to say words of 
blasphemy. Under threat, he ultimately said it, 
and they left him due to that. When he came to 
the Prophet and told him about his crime, he told 
him, “if they do it again, you too do the same.” 
These words did not harm him because he did 
not mean them. He was forced while his heart 
was full of Imaan. Weighing the verbal preten-
tious blasphemy with sparing his life, his life is 
given precedence.

The principle as implicated in the
teachings of the Prophet (pbuh)B



This rule is very important in this time and
age. And this rule is very important for brothers 
and sisters who are living as minorities in 
non-Muslim countries. In non-Muslim countries, 
Muslim groups living as minorities have some 
fundamental differences between them. Gene- 
rally speaking, we should not speak about those 
fundamental differences in public. Someone 
might say you have to enjoin the good and forbid 
the evil. Yes, but within the community. Normally 
the Maslahah (benefit) that we get from this is
far bigger than the Maslahah of claiming that
we are different from them openly and disclosing 
our differences. 

THE ART OF DIFFERING - PART 2

MASLAHAH AND MAFSADAH
PRINCIPLE IN A NON-MUSLIM
MAJORITY ENVIRONMENT4

12
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One of the differences between the Muslims is 
whether the Prophet (pbuh) is alive or not. They 
also differ in their position towards the Sahaabah 
(ra). What do we need to do among a non-
Muslim majority? We should be very careful, and 
we should pretend that we are one body, one 
Ummah in front of the government, in front 
of the wider society. We have our differences; 
we can discuss them in between ourselves but 
not openly where the discussion will lead to
our weakness. 

Here is a practical example. In some universi-
ties, in some countries, Muslims are allowed to 
have Islamic societies.

EXAMPLES OF MUSLIMS’ 
DIFFERENCES UNDER
A NON-MUSLIM RULE5



Now within the Muslim students’ community, 
there are Sunnis, and there are Shias; there are 
some other groups as well. If we say to the uni-
versity, no, we have differences, so we cannot 
have one Islamic society. The Sunni Muslims 
should have the Sunni Muslim society, the Shias 
should have the Shia Muslim society, the Sufi 
should have the Sufi Muslim society, etc. Do you 
think that that will be beneficial for all of us? No. 

Suppose in the University, for example, there
are 20,000 students, 1000 of which is Muslim. 
Now in certain circumstances, the vast majority 
of those Muslims are not interested to be mem-
bers in a Muslim society. So, we will end up
with maybe 200 or 150 or in some cases, 100 
Muslim students interested to be part of the 
Islamic society. 
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Now among these 100 Muslim students we 
might have 70 sunnis, 20 shias, 10 sufis or what-
ever. Now is it better to say to the people in 
charge of the University that we have 100 mem-
bers or to say that we have 20 members? It is 
better to say we have 100 members. Whatever 
you want to achieve if you say that we have 100 
members is far better than saying that we have 
10 members.

If you want to get Halaal food in the canteen, the 
more you are, the better your chances of getting 
your application entertained will be. Even those 
who do not pray, you speak on their behalf on 
this issue, because of the Maslahah that you
are going to get from that. This is managing the
differences and an art to be learnt.
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“The Avoidance of Difference”

RULE6
One of the important arts that we need to have
is to implement the rule ‘Al Khurooju Minal 
Khilafi Mustahab’ (i.e., to keep away from the 
differences is recommended). It is indeed highly 
recommended to keep yourself away and safe 
from differences.
 
Some scholars say that some contemporary 
scholars believe that stunned Halaal meat is
not allowed because it is dead meat, which is 
categorically prohibited in the Qur'an. Some 
other scholars believe that stunned Halaal meat, 
(in which case, the animal is stunned and then 
slaughtered), is allowed. In this context, we
need to keep away from differences in order to 
put ourselves in a safe position. And the safest 
position is to go for Halaal meat that has not 
been stunned. Let us not insist to have the 
animals stunned. 



The forbidding party says that it is sinful to eat such 
meat whereas the other party says it is allowed
or permissible. Since the difference is between 
permissible and impermissible, it, at least, means 
that they agree that it is not obligatory to have 
stunned meat. How to put yourself away from any 
differences; how to keep yourself in a safe posi-
tion? By keeping away from these differences. By 
having our animals slaughtered and not stunned.
 
Thus avoiding differences is a very powerful tool 
that enables us to deal with these differences. 
Once we deal with these differences using this 
principle along with the other principles, we will be 
able to manage our differences in a very profes-
sional way, in a way that leads to unity and to the 
pleasure of Allah.
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Lesson 3

THE ETIQUETTE OF SAHAABAH (RA) 
TOWARDS DIFFERENCE
OF OPINION
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Examples of the differences of the Sahaabah (ra) 
DURING THE TIME
OF THE PROPHET (PBUH) 7

Some scholars including Ash-Shatibee in his 
Al-Istihsan said that “those on whom your Lord 
has bestowed His mercy” are the Sahaabah (ra) 
because they are the generation bestowed with 
Allah’s Mercy.

“If your Lord has so willed, He could have 
made mankind one people; but they will 
not cease to dispute except those on 
whom your Lord has bestowed His 
mercy.”
Al Qur’an 11:118



An example of a non-definitive instructionA
On dispatching the Sahaabah (ra) towards Bani 
Quraizah, the Prophet (pbuh) said to them, “No 
one should pray Asr except in Bani Quraizah.” 
Bani Quraizah was one of the Jewish tribes
who betrayed the Prophet (pbuh) in the battle
of Ahzaab. 

When the time of Asr Salaah started, the Sahaa-
bah (ra) were still on their way to Bani Quraizah. 
So those who understood the instruction literally 
refused to pray before reaching Bani Quraizah. 
The other group of Sahaabah (ra) said that the 
Prophet just wanted to prompt us to reach Bani 
Quraizah early and pray there. When they came 
back, they asked the Prophet (pbuh), "who was 
right?" The Prophet (pbuh) never told off any of 
the parties.



In another narration the Prophet (pbuh) said: if 
the ruler or the judge (or anyone in a position to 
take a decision), makes a decision based on 
Ijtihaad (valid personal reasoning) that matches 
the truth that Allah wanted, then he will receive 
double the reward. But if he makes a mistake, he 
will get one reward.

THE ART OF DIFFERING - PART 2 22
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First, both parties of the Sahaabah (ra) were 
acting on a Hadith (or instruction). Those who 
prayed while they were going on their way and 
those who delayed their prayer, both of them 
were acting on a valid opinion, because there is a 
Hadith, and the meaning of the Hadeeth can 
accommodate both interpretations. It is true that 
one interpretation is closer to the truth that the 
Prophet (pbuh) wanted and one interpretation is 
a little bit far from the truth that Prophet (pbuh) 
wanted, but that did not cause them to conflict, 
and they tolerated each other’s opinions. In the 
same manner, when we differ, if the other party is 
holding a valid opinion, then we should tolerate 
that opinion. This is what we learn from the 
Sahaabah (ra). 



Where the Sahaabah (ra) differed on a clear 
instruction, only one opinion should be tolerated, 
and the other party should be considered wrong. 

For example, the situation of the Sahaabah (ra) 
archers during the battle of Uhud. They were 
commanded by the Prophet (pbuh), who was 
also the commander of the army, not to leave 
their place on the mountain under any circum- 
stances, to protect the Muslims from a higher 
position. It was a categorical military command, 
but when the Muslims triumphed, the archers
left their place except for a few, thereby exposing 
the Muslims to their enemy army that was led
by the clever commander Khalid bin Al-Waleed, 
who seized the opportunity and attacked the 
Muslims from behind, after killing the remaining 
few archers. The battle turned to the favour
of the disbelievers and many Muslims mart- 
yred. These casualties happened due to the 
opposition of the clear command.

An example of a definitive instructionB
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The instruction in the first case of Bani Quraizah 
was open to interpretations and there was room 
for Ijtihaad, and therefore the difference was
tolerable and justifiable. But in the case of Uhud, 
it was clear and categorical and therefore the de-
viation was not tolerable or justifiable. There was 
no room for Ijtihaad. 

Once we want to follow the Sahaabah (ra) and 
the way they used to differ we need to under-
stand those two examples and based on those 
two examples we should judge our differences, 
where to tolerate and where to reject.

A comparison between two situationsC



Lesson 4

IJTIHAAD – 
PERSONAL DISCRETIONARY
DECISIONS 
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There is a major difference between taking a
decision based on one’s reasoning for oneself 
and applying or forcing one’s own opinion on 
others. We are not allowed to force our Ijtihaad 
on others. We can advise them if we know. If we 
do not know, we should ask. Do not give others 
Fatwa while you do not know. 

As a group of Sahaabah (ra) were on a journey, 
one of the injured fighters slept and had a wet 
dream on an extremely cold night, which in 
normal circumstances would warrant a bath. 
With the injury in his head and the cold weather, 
he sought a solution other than taking a bath. But 
his companions said to him that they did not think 
anything would be valid for him other than having 
a bath. 

MAKING IJTIHAAD SHOULD  
BE BASED ON KNOWLEDGE8
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When he had bath, he died. When the Prophet 
(pbuh) came to know about it, he got upset, and 
commanded them to ask and not to give deadly 
instructions based on no knowledge.

This is their own Ijtihaad. The other thing, if the 
Ijtihaad leads to a major problem or if the Ijtihaad 
leads to a problem related to others then the issue 
becomes more serious. This is how to manage
the differences between us. I hold an opinion, and 
you hold another opinion. I am not allowed to
force my opinion on you especially when it leads to 
some harm.

The conclusion here is ‘do not act on your Ijtihaad 
(or force it on others) if you have no knowledge, or if 
there is a possibility that your Ijtihaad will cause 
problems for others.



When the Prophet (pbuh) passed away, there were 
two major issues to be addressed: the funeral of 
the Prophet (pbuh) and the selection of a succes-
sor leader or caliph. On the one hand, there is a 
Prophetic instruction not to delay a funeral, and on 
the other, selecting a leader is a fundamental issue. 
They gave preference to the latter over former, and 
all of the Sahaabah (ra) agreed on it. Amazing! The 
Sahaabah (ra) had the balance between burying 
the Prophet (pbuh) immediately and appointing a 
leader and concluded that appointing a leader 
takes precedence over burying the Prophet (pbuh) 
immediately. This reflects that appointing a leader 
for the Muslims is one of the highest priorities for 
Muslims. We need to master this, and we need to 
remember this because this helps us to manage 
our differences and conduct our lives properly ac-
cording to Qur’an and Sunnah, and according to 
the way of the Sahaabah (ra). 

DEFENCES OF THE SAHAABAH (RA)   
AFTER THE DEMISE
OF THE PROPHET (PBUH) 9
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“The believers are but a single 
brotherhood.” 
Al Qur’an 49:10

We can differ and have our own opinions, and 
we can oppose each other but the most import-
ant thing is that these differences should not lead 
to hatred among us. Love for each other is of the 
highest degree in Islam. We are commanded to 
love each other. 

CONCLUSION:
DIFFERENCES SHOULD 
NOT ENTAIL HATRED 10



Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said:
“A Mulsim is a brother of [another] 
Muslim.”
Sahih Al Bukhari – Hadith 2564

These two instructions were perfectly demonstrat-
ed by the Sahaabah (ra). And that is why they were 
among the people Allah bestowed His mercy on. 
However, no one should say, ‘let us differ and
let us fight and then be friends’ No, this is not the 
message we should learn. We are not like the
Sahaabah (ra) and the Sahaabah (ra) did not fight 
deliberately. It was a time of Fitnah (disorder and 
conflicts). We should not take this as an example 
or as a justification for us to fight and then claim 
that we love each other. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: If every two Muslims who
hold opposing opinions start to boycott each other, 
then there will be no affection or mercy bet-
ween Muslims, as we often have differences of
opinion with friends, brothers, wives, etc., shall
we then shun them off all? No, that is not right
or permissible.

This is one of the skills that we need to master; we 
need to learn to handle these differences and we 
need to learn to overcome our emotions and to es-
tablish the right emotion, which is to have love and 
mercy for each other. This is what the differences 
between the Sahaabah (ra) is teaching us. 
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Abdullah bin Mas'ood (ra) held that the last two Surahs of the 
Qur'an were only supplications and not Surahs as such. 
Being a personal Ijtihaad against the unanimity of the Sahaa-
bah (ra), no one followed him and he himself later got it cor-
rected and discarded his personal opinion. Such was the 
stance of the Sahaabah (ra). They were very keen to follow 
the truth regardless of whoever says it or opposes it.

WAS THERE ANY INSTANCE IN WHICH ONE OF THE
SAHAABAH (RA) HELD AN OPINION HELD BY NO
ONE OF THEM? AND HOW DID THEY DEAL WITH IT?1

Some of the Sahaabah (ra) did indeed fight each other. 
However, that was not because of enmity but because of 
difference of stance on some issues. That was within the 
wisdom of Allah and we learn a lot from them while differing. 
They demonstrated great compassion and respect for each 
other although they were fighting. Here is an example.

One time Ali ibn Abi Talib (ra) was in the opposing army 
against Talhah (ra). Talhah (ra) has a son called Umar, Umar 
ibn Talhah. Ali ibn Abi Talib (ra) told Umar ibn Talhah: I hope 
that I and your father would be among the people about 
whom Allah said, 

DID THE SAHAABAH (RA) TRULY BECOME ENEMIES
AND FOUGHT EACH OTHER?2
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Being in Paradise facing each other means that they will 
have no hatred and they will be brothers as they were 
brothers in this world. They will be brothers in the Aakhirah, 
and they will be placed in a similar position in Paradise. A 
very emotional statement from Ali ibn Abi Talib (ra). 
Although there was a fight between him and Talhah (ra) but 
he never had hatred against him. 

We should understand that some Muslims say that you can 
celebrate, while other Muslims say that you cannot celebrate, 
and you should not celebrate. Those who say that you should 
not celebrate, they believe that if you celebrate you are 
committing a sin and a Bid’ah. Those who say that you should 
celebrate, they don’t say that it is obligatory upon you to 
celebrate, or if you don't celebrate you are committing a sin or a 
Bid’ah.

The Muslim groups in non-Muslim countries differ
on whether or not they should celebrate the birth of
the Prophet (pbuh). How to solve this problem, and
which principle will best help them reach a united
decision?

3

“And We shall remove from their hearts 
any lurking sense of injury: (they will be) 
brothers (joyfully) facing each other on 
thrones (of dignity).”
Al Qur’an 15:47
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Here both parties agree that not celebrating is not sinful. What is 
the stance that will help them to maintain a healthy atmosphere 
of differences?  Since not celebrating is not sinful according to 
both parties whereas celebrating is a sin according to one party, 
the first opinion should be adopted so as to keep united, and 
eliminate our differences. Thus the principle applied here is 
“avoiding differences.”




