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It is completely wrong to say that there were several 
versions of the Qur’an, and Uthmaan (ra)  burnt all the 
different versions after authenticating and compiling 
one Qur’an. There was only one Qur’an that was authen-
ticated and compiled under the personal supervision of 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

There were many versions of the Qur’an, all of 
which were burnt by Uthmaan (ra) except for 
one. Therefore, is it not true that the present 
Qur’an is the one compiled by Uthmaan (ra) 
and not the original revelation of God?

Answer

Whenever the Prophet (pbuh) received a revelation, he 
would first memorise it himself and later declare the 
revelation and instruct his Companions who would also 
memorise it. The Prophet (pbuh) would immediately 
ask the scribes to write down the revelation he had 
received, and he would reconfirm and recheck it him-
self. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was an Ummi i.e., one 
who could not read and write. Therefore, after receiving 
each revelation, he would repeat it to his Companions.

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) himself supervised and 
authenticated the written texts of the Qur’an1
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They would write down the revelation, and he would 
recheck it by asking them to read what they had written. If 
there was any mistake, the Prophet (pbuh) would immedi-
ately point it out and have it corrected and rechecked. Sim-
ilarly, he would even recheck and authenticate the portions 
of the Qur’an memorised by the Companions. In this way, 
the complete Qur’an was written down under the personal 
supervision of the Prophet (pbuh).

The complete Qur’an was revealed over a period of 22½ 
years portion by portion, as, and when it was required. 
The Qur’an was not compiled by the Prophet (pbuh) in 
the chronological order of revelation. The order and
sequence of the Qur’an too was Divinely inspired and 
was instructed to the Prophet (pbuh) by Allah (swt) 
through Archangel Jibreel. Whenever a revelation was 
conveyed to his companions, the Prophet (pbuh) would 
also mention in which Surah (Chapter) and after which 
Aayah (Verse) this new revelation should fit.

Every Ramadhaan all the portions of the Qur’an that had 
been revealed, including the order of the Verses, were 
revised, and reconfirmed by the Prophet (pbuh) with 
Archangel Jibreel.

During the last Ramadhaan, before the demise of the 
Prophet (pbuh), the Qur’an was rechecked and recon-
firmed twice.

Order and sequence of the Qur’an was divinely inspired2
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It is therefore clear that the Qur’an was compiled and 
authenticated by the Prophet (pbuh) himself during his 
lifetime, both in the written form as well as in the 
memory of several of his Companions.

The complete Qur’an, along with the correct sequence of 
the Verses, was present during the time of the Prophet 
(pbuh). The Verses, however, were written on separate 
pieces, scrapes of leather, thin flat stones, leaflets, palm 
branches, shoulder blades of camels, etc. After the 
demise of the Prophet (pbuh), Abu Bakr (ra), the first 
caliph of Islam ordered that the Qur’an be copied from the 
various materials on to a common material and place, 
which was in the shape of sheets. These were tied with 
strings so that nothing of the compilation would be lost.

Qur’an copied on one common material3

During the period of Uthmaan (ra), the third Caliph of 
Islam, disputes arose about the correct manner of recit-
ing the Qur’an, due to different dialects. Since Islam had 
spread into different regions, the pronunciation of the 
Qur’an differed in different regions. Hence the need 
arose to circulate the correct text, pronunciation, and 
dialect of the Qur’an in different parts of the world.

Uthmaan (ra) made copies of the Qur’an from the 
original manuscript4
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Many Companions of the Prophet (pbuh) used to write 
down the revelation of the Qur’an on their own whenever 
they heard it from the lips of the Prophet (pbuh). How-
ever, what they wrote was not personally verified by the 
Prophet (pbuh) and thus could contain mistakes. All the 
Verses revealed to the Prophet (pbuh) may not have 
been heard personally by all the Companions. There 
were high possibilities of different portions of the 
Qur’an being missed by different Companions.

Uthmaan (ra) borrowed the original manuscript of the 
Qur’an, which was authorised by the beloved Prophet 
(pbuh), from Hafsah (ra), the Prophet’s wife. Uthmaan 
(ra) ordered the four Companions who were among the 
scribes who wrote the Qur’an when the Prophet (pbuh) 
dictated it, led by Zaid bin Thabit (ra) to rewrite the 
script in several perfect copies. These were sent by Uth-
maan (ra) to the main centers of Muslims. Uthmaan (ra) 
only appealed to the people to destroy all those copies 
which did not match the original manuscript of the 
Qur’an in order to preserve the original text of the 
Qur’an. Two such copies of the copied text of the origi-
nal Qur’an authenticated by the Prophet (pbuh) are yet 
present to this day, one at the museum in Tashkent in 
erstwhile Soviet Union and the other at the Topkapi 
Museum in Istanbul, Turkey.
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The original manuscript of the Qur’an does not have the 
signs indicating the vowels in Arabic script. These vowels 
are known as Tashkil, Zabar, Zair, Paish in Urdu and as 
Fathah, Dhamma and Kasra in Arabic. The Arabs did not 
require the vowel signs and diacritical marks for correct 
pronunciation of the Qur’an since it was their mother 
tongue. For Muslims of non-Arab origin, however, it was 
difficult to recite the Qur’an correctly without the vowels. 
These marks were introduced into the Qur’anic script 
during the time of the fifth ‘Umayyad’ Caliph, Abdul Malik 
bin Marwaan (66-86 Hijri / 685-705 CE) and during the 
governorship of Al Hajjaaj in Iraq.

Some people argue that the present copy of the Qur’an 
that we have along with the vowels and the diacritical 
marks is not the same original Qur’an that was present at 
the Prophet’s time. But they fail to realise that the word 
‘Qur’an’ means a recitation. Therefore, the preservation 
of the recitation of the Qur’an is important, irrespective 
of whether the script is different or whether it contains 
vowels. If the pronunciation and the Arabic are the same, 
naturally, the meaning remains the same too.

Diacritical marks were added for non-Arabs5
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Allah has promised in the Qur’an:

Allah Himself has promised to guard the Qur’an6
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“We have, without doubt, sent down the 
Message; and We will assuredly Guard it 
(from corruption).”

Al Qur’an 15:9
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Alif Laam Meem, Yaa Seen, Haa Meem, etc. are known 
as Al-Muqatt’aat i.e. the abbreviated letters. There are 
29 letters in the Arabic Alphabet (if Hamza and Alif are 
considered as two letters) and there are 29 Surahs i.e. 
Chapters in the Glorious Qur’an that have the abbreviat-
ed letters prefixed to them. These abbreviated letters 
sometimes occur singly, sometimes in a combination 
of two letters and sometimes in a combination of three, 
four or five letters.

Why do certain Surahs in the Qur’an begin with 
‘Alif Laam Meem’, ‘Haa Meem’, ‘Yaa Seen’ and 
what is the significance of such terms or phrases?

Abbreviated Letters1

a Three Surahs are prefixed with only one letter:

i Surah Saad Chapter 38 with Saad

ii Surah Qaaf Chapter 50 with Qaaf

iii Surah Noon or Al Qalam Chapter 68 with Noon

Answer
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b The combination of two letters occurs in 
ten Surahs:  

i Surah Taa Haa Chapter 20 has Taa Haa

ii Surah An Naml Chapter 27 has Taa Seen

iii Surah Yaa Seen Chapter 36 has Yaa Seen

i Surah Ghaafir or Al Mu’min Chapter 40

ii Surah Fussilat or Haa Meem Chapter 41

iii Surah Ash Shooraa Chapter 42

iv Surah Az Zukhruf Chapter 43

v Surah Ad Dukhaan Chapter 44

vi Surah Al Jaathiyah Chapter 45

vii Surah Al Ahqaaf Chapter 46

Three of them occur only once each:

Haa Meem occurs in seven consecutive Surahs from 
Surah 40 to Surah 46:
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c There are three combinations of three letters each 
occurring in 13 Surahs.

i Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2

ii Surah Aali ‘Imran Chapter 3

iii Surah Al ‘Ankaboot Chapter 29

iv Surah Ar Room Chapter 30

v Surah Luqmaan Chapter 31

vi Surah As Sajdah Chapter 32

i Surah Yoonus Chapter 10

ii Surah Hood Chapter 11

iii Surah Yoosuf Chapter 12

iv Surah Ibraaheem Chapter 14

v Surah Al Hijr Chapter 15

Alif Laam Meem occurs in six Surahs:

Alif Laam Raa occurs in five Surahs from Surah 10 to 
Surah 15 except Surah 13:
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ii Surah Al Qasas Chapter 28

i Surah Ash Shu’araa Chapter 26

ii Surah Ar Raa’d Chapter 13: Alif Laam Meem Raa

i Surah Al A’raaf Chapter 7: Alif Laam Meem Saad

Taa Seen Meem occurs in two Surahs:

Surah Ash Shooraa Chapter 42 has a double combina-
tion of abbreviated letters, one set of two letters fol-
lowed by one set of three letters.

d Combination of four letters occurs twice:

ii Surah Ash Shooraa Chapter 42 begins with Haa Meem 
‘Ayn Seen Qaaf

i Surah Maryam Chapter 19 begins with Kaaf Haa Yaa 
‘Ayn Saad

e Combination of five letters occurs twice:
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The meaning and purpose of these letters is uncer-
tain. There have been a variety of explanations offered 
by Muslim scholars through the ages. A few among 
them are:

Meanings of these abbreviated letters2

i These letters might be abbreviations for certain sentences 
and words for instance, Alif Laam Meem means ‘Ana-Alla-
hu-a’Lam’ or Noon meaning Noor (light), etc.

ii These letters are not abbreviations but symbols and names 
of Allah or something else.

iii These letters were used for rhyming.

iv These letters have some numerical significance as the 
semitic letters also have numerical values.

v These letters were used to attract the attention of the 
Prophet (and later his audience). Several volumes have 
been written on the significance of these abbreviations.
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Of all the explanations given by various scholars, the 
one which is authentic and also supported by Tafsir of 
Ibn Katheer, Zamakshari and Ibn Taiymiyyah (ra) is 
the following:

The human body, clay and dust are composed of the 
same fundamental elements. Yet it would be absurd 
to say that a human being is exactly the same as the 
dust. We can all go to the market and purchase or 
have access to the elements that are found in the 
human body and add a few gallons of water. This is 
the constitution of the human body. We know the ele-
ments in the human body and yet we cannot under-
stand the secret of life.

Similarly, the Qur’an addresses those people who 
reject its Divine authority. It tells them that this Qur’an, 
is in your own language, and composed of the same 
letter over which the Arabs took pride. The Arabs were 
very proud of their language and Arabic was at its 
peak when the Qur’an was revealed. With the letters 
Alif Laam Meem, Yaa Seen, Haa-Meem, etc., (in Engl-
lish we would say A, B, C, D) the Qur’an challenges 
mankind to produce a Surah at least somewhat simi-
lar to the Qur’an in beauty and eloquence, if they doubt 
its authenticity.

Best explanation of abbreviated letters3
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Initially, the Qur’an challenges all the men and Jinn to 
produce a recital like the Qur’an and adds that they 
would not be able to do it even if they back each other. 
This challenge is mentioned in Surah Al Israa’ Chapter 
17 Verse 88 and in Surah Al Toor Chapter 52 Verse 34. 
Later the Qur’an repeats the challenge in Surah Hood 
Chapter 11 Verse 13 by saying produce ten Surahs like 
it and later in Surah Yunus Chapter 10 Verse 38 produce 
one Surah like it and finally the easiest challenge is 
given in Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verses 23 and 24.
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“And if you are in doubt as to what We 
have revealed from time to time to Our 
servant, then produce a Surah like 
thereunto; and call your witnesses or 
helpers (if there are any) besides Allah if 
your doubts are true.

But if you cannot - and of a surety you 
cannot - then fear the fire whose fuel is 
men and stones - which is prepared for 
those who reject faith.”

Al Qur’an 2:23-24
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To compare the skill of two artisans, they must be 
given samples of the same raw material and their per-
formance is evaluated in performing the same task. If 
they are tailors, they must be provided with the same 
fabrics.

The raw materials of the Arabic language are these let-
ters Alif Laam Meem, Yaa Seen (in English it is A, B, C, 
D, etc.) The miraculous nature of the language of the 
Qur’an does not lie only in the fact that it is the Word of 
Allah, but also in the fact that although it is made up of 
the same letters in which the pagan Arabs took pride, it 
has not been rivalled. The Arabs are noted for their 
rhetoric ability, eloquence, and meaningful expression. 
Just as the constituents of the human body are known 
to us and can be obtained by us, the letters comprising 
the Qur’an, such as Alif Laam Meem are known to us, 
and used frequently to formulate words. Life cannot be 
created by us, even if we possess knowledge of the 
constituents of the human body. Similarly, we cannot 
produce the same eloquence and beauty of expression 
that we find in the Qur’an, despite knowing the letters 
that constitute the Qu’ran. The Qur’an thus proves its 
Divine origin.



Therefore, immediately after these broken letters are 
mentioned in the Qur’an, the following Verses speak 
about the miracle of the Qur’an, and its authority, e.g. 
in Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verses 1-2:

Miraculous quality of the Qur’an mentioned immediately 
after these broken letters4
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“Alif Laam Meem. This is the Book; in it is 
guidance sure, without doubt, to those 
who fear Allah.”

Al Qur’an 2:1-2
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According to Arun Shourie, there is a mathe-
matical error in the Qur’an. In Chapter 4 Verses 
11 and 12 when you add up the different parts 
of inheritance given to the heirs, it is more than 
one. Therefore, the author of the Qur’an does 
not know mathematics.

Answer

The Qur’an mentions about inheritance in many places, 

in: Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 180

Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 240

Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 7 to 9

Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 19 and 33

Surah Al Maa‘idah Chapter 5 Verses 105 and 108

Surah Al Maa‘idah Chapter 5 Verses 105 and 108

Regarding the share of inheritance it is clearly given in 
Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 11, 12 and 176. Let 
us examine these Verses quoted by Arun Shourie:
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“Allah (swt) (thus) directs you as regards 
your children’s (inheritance): to the male, a 
portion equal to that of two females: if 
only daughters, two or more, their share is 
two-thirds of the inheritance; if only one, 
her share is a half. For parents, a sixth 
share of the inheritance to each, if the 
deceased left children; if no children, and 
the parents are the (only) heirs, the mother 
has a third; if the deceased left brothers 
(or sisters) the mother has a sixth. (The 
distribution in all cases is) after the 
payment of legacies and debts. You know 
not whether your parents or your children 
are nearest to you in benefit. These are 
settled portions ordained by Allah; and 
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.”

“In what your wives leave, your share is a 
half, if they leave no child; but if they leave 
a child, you get a fourth; after payment of 
legacies and debts. In what you leave, 
their share is a fourth, if you leave no child; 
but if you leave a child, they get an eighth; 
after payment of legacies and debts.”

Al Qur’an 4:11-12
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Islam explains the law of inheritance in great detail. The 
broad and basic outline is given in the Qur’an and the min- 
ute details are given in the Ahadith i.e., the tradition and 
sayings of the Prophet (pbuh). A person can spend his full 
life only on the research of the Islamic law of inheritance 
with its various permutations and combinations. Arun 
Shourie expects to know the law only by superficially read-
ing two Verses of the Qur’an without knowing the criteria.

It is similar to a person who wants to solve a mathematical 
equation but does not know the basic rule of mathematics, 
i.e., BODMAS which says that in a mathematical equation, 
irrespective of which mathematical sign appears first, you 
will first solve BODMAS: 1st Brackets Off, 2nd Division, 3rd 
Multiplication, 4th Addition and 5th Subtraction. If Arun 
Shourie does not know mathematics and first does multi-
plication then subtraction, then brackets off, then division 
and finally addition, the answer that he will obtain is bound 
to be wrong.

Similarly, when the Qur’an mentions the law of inheri-
tance in Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 11 and 12, 
even though the children’s share is mentioned first and 
then that of the parents and spouses, according to the 
law of inheritance in Islam after paying off the debts 
and liabilities first, the share is given to the spouses and 
the parents depending on whether the deceased has 
left children or not, and whatever portion of wealth is 
remaining is divided between the sons and the daugh-
ters according to their respective shares.

So where does the question arise of the total coming to 
more than one? So, it is not Allah who does not know 
mathematics, but it is Arun Shourie himself who is igno-
rant about mathematics.



The Qur’an says that Allah has made the earth 
for humans as a carpet, which gives an indica-
tion that the earth is flat. Does this not contra-
dict modern science?

Answer

The question refers to a Verse from the Qur’an in 
Surah Nooh:

But the sentence in the above Verse is not complete. It 
continues in the next Verse, explaining the previous 
Verse. It says:

Earth made as a carpet1

“And Allah has made the earth for you as a 
carpet (spread out).”

Al Qur’an 71:19

“That you may go about therein, in 
spacious roads.”

Al Qur’an 71:20
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A similar message is repeated in Surah Taa Haa:

The surface of the earth i.e., the earth’s crust is less 
than 30 kms or 18 miles in thickness and is very thin as 
compared to the radius of the earth, which is about 
6371 kms or 3959 miles. The deeper layers of the earth 
are very hot, fluid, and hostile to any form of life. The 
earth’s crust is a solidified shell on which we can live. 
The Qur’an rightly refers to it like a carpet spread out, so 
that we can travel along its roads and paths.

Not a single Verse of the Qur’an says that the earth is 
flat. The Qur’an only compares the earth’s crust with 
a carpet. Some people have a misconception that 
carpet can only be put on an absolute flat surface. It 
is very possible to spread a carpet on a large sphere 
such as the earth. It can easily be demonstrated by 
taking a huge model of the earth’s globe covering it 
with a carpet. Carpet is generally put on a surface, 
which is not very comfortable to walk on.

Carpet can also be spread on other than an absolute 
flat surface2

“He Who has made for you the earth like a 
carpet spread out; has enabled you to go 
about therein by roads (and channels)...”

Al Qur’an 20:53
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The Qur’an describes the earth’s crust as a carpet, 
without which human beings would not be able to 
survive because of the hot fluid, and hostile environ-
ment beneath it. The Qur’an is thus not only logical, 
but also mentioning a scientific fact that was discov-
ered by geologists centuries later.

Similarly, the Qur’an says in several Verses that the 
earth has been spread out.

Similarly, the Qur’an also mentions in several other 
Verses that the earth is an expanse:

Earth has been spread out3

“Have We not made the earth as a wide 
expanse.”

“And the mountains as pegs?” 

Al Qur’an 78:6-7

“And We have spread out the (spacious) 
earth: how excellently We do spread out!”

Al Qur’an 51:48
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None of these Verses of the Qur’an contain even the 
slightest implication that the earth is flat. It only indi-
cates that the earth is spacious and the reason for this 
spaciousness of the earth is mentioned. The Glorious 
Qur’an says:

Therefore, none can give the excuse, that he could 
not do good and was forced to do evil because of the 
surroundings and circumstances.

The Qur’an mentions the actual shape of the earth in 
the following Verse:

Earth is Geospherical in Shape4

“O My servants who believe! Truly, 
spacious is My Earth: therefore, serve you 
Me – (And Me alone)!”

Al Qur’an 29:56

“And we have made the earth egg shaped.”

Al Qur’an 79:30
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The Arabic word ‘Dahaha’ means egg-shaped. It also 
means an expanse. 

‘Dahaha’ is derived from Duhiya, which specifically refers 
to the egg of an ostrich, which is geospherical in shape, 
exactly like the shape of the earth. Thus, the Qur’an and 
modern established science are in perfect harmony.
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Answer

The Glorious Qur’an says:

Allah has set a seal on the heart of the Kaafirs1

The Qur’an says that Allah has put a seal on the 
hearts of the Kaafirs and they will not believe. 
Science tells us today that the brain is respon-
sible for understanding and believing and not 
the heart. Isn’t this contradicting Science?
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“As to those who reject Faith it is the same 
to them whether you warn them or do not 
warn them; they will not believe.

Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on 
their hearing, and on their eyes is a veil - 
Great is the penalty they incur.”

Al Qur’an 2:6-7
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The Arabic word ‘Qalb’ used in these Verses means the 
heart. It also means intelligence. Thus, the above Verses 
also mean that Allah has put a seal on the intelligence 
of the Kaafirs (unbelievers) and they will not understand 
and believe.

The word ‘Qalb’ in Arabic means heart as well as intelligence2

In the Arabic language the word ‘Qalb’ which means 
‘heart’ is also used for one’s centre of understanding.

In the Arabic language heart is also used as a centre
of understanding3

Even in English language there are several words 
which are used to explain something, though the liter-
al meaning of these words is different. Consider the 
following examples:

Several words used in English language whose literal 
meaning is different4

The word ‘lunatic’ literally means ‘struck by the 
moon’. Today people use the word lunatic for a 
person who is insane or mentally unstable. People 
very well know that a mad or a mentally unstable 
person is not struck by the moon. Yet even a medi-
cal doctor uses this word. This is how a language 
is developed.

a Lunatic - struck by the moon
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The word ‘disaster’ literally means an evil star. 
Today the word disaster is used for a great or 
sudden misfortune or calamity. We know very well 
that a misfortune has nothing to do with an evil star.

b Disaster – An evil star

The word trivial literally means where three roads 
meet. Today the word trivial is used for something 
of small nature or little importance. We know very 
well that something of small value has nothing to 
do with where three roads meet.

c Trivial – three roads meet

Sunrise literally means rising of the sun. Today 
when the word sunrise is used most of the people 
know that the earth is rotating and is moving in rela-
tion to the sun. Most of us know that the sun does 
not rise during sunrise. However even an astrono-
mer uses the word sunrise. Similarly, we know that 
during sunset, the sun does not actually set.

d Sunrise and Sunset
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In the English language heart means an organ in the 
body which pumps blood. The same word heart is also 
used for the center of thought, love, and emotion. 
Today we know that brain is the center of thought, love, 
and emotion. Yet while expressing emotions a person 
is likely to say, ‘I love you from the bottom of my 
heart’. Imagine a scientist telling his wife, ‘I love you 
from the bottom of my heart’ and the wife replies, 
“Don’t you even know the basics of science, that the 
brain is responsible for the emotions and not the 
heart?” In fact, you should say, “I love you from the 
bottom of my brain.”

In the English language heart is the centre of love 
and emotion5

No Arab will ever ask the question as to why Allah has 
sealed the hearts of the Kaafir because he knows that 
in this context it refers to the center of thought, under-
standing and emotions.

Arabs know that heart is also used for centre of 
thought and understanding6
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At one place the Qur’an mentions that man is 
created from sperm and in another place, it 
mentions that man is created from dust. 
Doesn’t the Qur’an contradict itself?

Answer

The Qur’an also mentions in several places that 
humans were created from dust. The following Verse 
makes a reference to the origin of humans:

The Qur’an mentions that the human beings are created 
from sperm, in several Verses including the following 
Verse from Surah Al Qiyaamah, Chapter No. 75, Verse 
No. 37:

Man created from sperm and dust1
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“Was he not a drop of sperm emitted (in 
lowly form)?”

Al Qur’an 75:37
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We now know that all the elements present in the 
human body, i.e., the constituents of the human body 
are all present in the earth in small or great quantities. 
Scientifically it gives weightage to the Qur’anic Verse 
that says that man was created from dust. In certain 
Verses, the Qur’an says that man was created from 
sperm, while in other Verses it says that man was cre-
ated from dust. However, this is not a contradiction. 
Contradiction means statements, which are opposite 
or conflicting and cannot both be true simultaneously.

In certain places the Qur’an also says that man was 
created from water. For instance, in Surah Al Furqaan 
it says:

Man created from water2

“It is He Who has Created man from water…”

Al Qur’an 25:54

“(Consider) that We created you out of dust.”

Al Qur’an 22:5
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Suppose I say that in order to make a cup of tea one 
needs water. One also needs tea leaves or tea powder. 
The two statements are not contradictory since both 
water and tea leaves are required in order to make a cup 
of tea. Furthermore, if I want sweet tea, I can even add 
sugar. Thus, there is no contradiction in the Qur’an when 
it says that man is created from sperm, dust  and water. 
It is not a contradiction but a contradistinction. Contra-
distinction means speaking about two different con-
cepts on the same subject without conflict. For instance, 
if I say that a man is always honest, kind, and loving, it is 
a contradistinction, but if I say that the man is always 
truthful and a habitual liar then it is a contradiction.

It is a Contradistinction and not Contradiction3
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Science has proved all the three statements to be correct. 
Man has been created from sperm, dust as well as water.



Answer

Many people believe that the Qur’an claims that Allah 
alone knows the sex of the child in the mother’s 
womb. The Glorious Qur’an says:

Allah has knowledge of all things1

The Qur’an says that only Allah knows the sex 
of the child in the womb of the mother but 
now science has advanced, and we can easily 
determine the sex of the child in the womb by 
Ultrasonography. Isn’t this Verse of the Qur’an 
conflicting with Science?
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“Verily the knowledge of the Hour is with 
Allah (alone). It is He who sends down rain, 
and He who knows what is in the wombs….”

Al Qur’an 31:34
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A similar message is given in the following Verse:

Today science is advanced, and we can easily deter-
mine the sex of the child in the womb of a pregnant 
mother, using ultrasonography.

Sex can be determined by Ultrasonography2

It is true that many translations and commentaries of 
this Verse of the Glorious Qur’an say that only Allah 
knows the sex of the child in the mother’s womb. If 
you read the Arabic text of this Verse, there is no 
Arabic word corresponding to the English word ‘sex’. 
In fact, the Qur’an says the knowledge of what is in 
the womb is with Allah alone. Many commentators 
have misunderstood it to mean only Allah knows the 
sex of the child in the womb which is a mistake.

The word ‘sex’ is not mentioned in the Verse of 
the Qur’an3
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“Allah doth know what every female 
(womb) does bear, by how much the 
wombs fall short (of their time or number) 
or do exceed. Every single thing is before 
His sight, in (due) proportion.”

Al Qur’an 13:8
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This Verse does not refer to the sex of the child in the 
womb, but it refers to how the child in the mother’s 
womb will be. How will his nature be? Will he be a bless-
ing or a curse to his parents? Will he be a boon or a bane 
of the society? Will he be good or evil? Will he go to 
heaven or hell? The complete knowledge of all things is 
with Allah alone. No scientist in the world, no matter 
how advanced his equipment is, will ever be able to acc- 
urately determine the knowledge of these things about 
the child in the mother’s womb.

No one besides Allah can determine the nature4
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Answer

The Qur’an says in two Verses, (22:47 and 32:5), that 
the measure of one day in the sight of Allah is equal to 
1,000 years of our reckoning. In another Verse (70:4) it 
says that the measure of one day in the sight of Allah 
is equal to 50,000 years of our reckoning. These 
Verses generally mean that the time of Allah (swt) is 
incomparable to the earthly time. The examples given 
are of one thousand years and fifty thousand years of 
the earthly time. In other words, thousands of years or 
a very, very long time of the earth is equal to a day in 
the sight of Allah.

Time of Allah is incomparable to earthly time1

A particular Verse of the Qur’an says that one 
day in the sight of Allah is equal to 1000 years. 
In another Verse of the Qur’an, it says that one 
day is equal to 50,000 years. Isn’t the Qur’an 
contradicting itself?
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The Arabic word used in all these three Verses is ‘yaum’, 
which, besides meaning a day also means a long 
period, or an epoch. If you translate the word yaum cor-
rectly as ‘period’ there will be no confusion.

When the unbelievers asked to hasten the punishment, 
the Qur’an says that Allah will not fail in His promise. 
Verily a period in the sight of Allah is like a thousand 
years of your reckoning.

‘Yaum’ also means Period2

a The Verse from Surah Al Hajj reads as:
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“Yet they ask you to hasten on the 
Punishment! But Allah will not fail in His 
promise. Verily a Day in the sight of your Lord 
is like a thousand years of your reckoning”.

Al Qur’an 22:47
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The Verse from Surah As Sajdah says:

“He rules (all) affairs from the heavens to 
the earth: in the end will (all affairs) go up 
To Him, on a Day, the space whereof will be 
(as) a thousand years of your reckoning”.

Al Qur’an 32:5
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This Verse indicates that a period required for all the 
affairs to go up to Allah (swt), is a thousand years of 
our reckoning.



c The period for two different acts need not be the 
same. For example the period required for me to 
travel from Mumbai to destination ‘A’ say Panvel is 
one hour and the period required for me to travel to 
destination ‘B’ i.e. Srinagar is 50 hours. This does 
not indicate that I am making two contradictory 
statements. Thus the Verses of the Qur’an not only 
do not contradict each other, they are also in perfect 
harmony with established modern scientific facts.
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This Verse means that the period required for angels 
and the spirits to ascend unto Allah (swt) is fifty thou-
sand years.

b A Verse from Surah Al-Maa’arij says:

“The angels and the spirit ascend unto 
Him in a Day the measure whereof is (as) 
fifty thousand years”.

Al Qur’an 70:4
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Answer

Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 34

Surah Al A’raaf Chapter 7 Verse 11

Surah Al Hijr Chapter 15 Verses 28-31

Surah Al Israa’ Chapter 17 Verse 61

Surah Taa Haa Chapter 20 Verse 116

Surah Saad Chapter 38 Verses 71-74

This is mentioned in:

The story of Adam and Iblees is mentioned in the 
Qur’an in various places in which Allah (swt)  says,

Incidence of Iblees and Angel mentioned in the Qur’an1

The Qur’an in several places says that Iblees 
was an angel, but in Surah Al Kahf, it says that 
Iblees was a Jinn. Isn’t this a contradiction in 
the Qur’an?

“We said to the angels bow down to Adam: 
and they bowed down: not so Iblees.”

Al Qur’an 70:4
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But in Surah Al Kahf Chapter 18 Verse 50, the Qur’an says:

The English translation of the first part of the Verse ‘We 
said to the angels bow down to Adam: they bowed 
down except Iblees’, gives us the impression that Iblees 
was an angel. The Qur’an was revealed in Arabic. In 
Arabic grammar there is a rule known as ‘Taghleeb’,
according to which, if the majority is addressed even 
the minority is included. If for example, I address an
audience of 100 people of whom 99 are doctors and 
one is an engineer, and if I say in Arabic that all the doc-
tors should stand up, it includes the engineer as well. I 
need not mention him separately.

Similarly in the Qur’an, when Allah addressed the angels, 
even Iblees was present, but it is not required that he be 
mentioned separately. Therefore, according to that
sentence Iblees may be an angel or may not be an angel 
but we come to know from Surah Al Kahf Chapter 18 
Verse 50 that Iblees was a Jinn. Nowhere does the 
Qur’an say that Iblees was an angel. Therefore, there is 
no contradiction in the Qur’an.

Arabic Rule of Taghleeb1
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“Behold! We said to the angels, ‘Bow down 
to Adam.’ They bowed down except 
Iblees. He was one of the Jinns…”
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Secondly, Jinns have a freewill and may or may not 
obey Allah, but angels have no freewill and always obey 
Allah. Therefore, the question of an angel disobeying 
Allah does not arise. This further supplements that 
Iblees was a Jinn and not an angel.

Jinns have freewill and can disobey Allah2
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