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Dr Zakir Naik

CAN
MUHAMMAD (PBUH) 
BE THE AUTHOR OF 
THE QUR’AN?
PART 1



Many people have a misconception that Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) is the founder of the religion 
of Islam. In fact, Islam is in existence since man 
first set foot on earth. God Almighty has sent sev-
eral Prophets and revelations.
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All the previous Prophets of God were sent only to their 
people and their nation, and their complete message 
was meant for a particular time period. Therefore, the 
miracles they performed like parting of the sea, giving 
life to the dead etc., convinced the people of that time 
but it cannot be analysed and verified by us today.
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Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is the last and final mes-
senger of God who is sent for the whole of humankind 
and the message he delivered is till eternity.

َ � �� ِ
َ

� ـٰ َع
ْ
ل
ّ
ً ِل

ة � َرْ�َ
َ ِإ

ك ـٰ َن
ْ
ْرَسل

َ
َ۟وَمآ أ

10Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

“We sent thee not, but as a mercy for all 
creatures.”

Al Qur’an 21:107



Therefore, the miracle of the last and final messenger 
should also be everlasting and examinable and verifi-
able by all the people at all the times. Though Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) has performed several miracles 
which are mentioned in the Hadith, that is, traditions of 
the Prophet (pbuh), he never emphasised them. Though 
we Muslims believe in these miracles, but we only boast 
of the ultimate miracle given to him by God Almighty, 
which is the Qur’an. 

Al Qur’an is the miracle of all times which proved itself 
to be a miracle 1400 years ago, and times, which can be 
reconfirmed today and forever. In short, it is the miracle 
of miracles.
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Probably, the only point of agreement amongst those who 
have the slightest knowledge of the Qur’an irrespective 
of whether the person is a Muslim, or a Non-Muslim is 
that the Qur’an was recited for the first time by a man 
who was born in Makkah, in the city of Arabia in the 6th 
century by the name of Muhammad (pbuh).
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Regarding the sources of the Qur’an, there can be three 
basic assumptions:

AA
Prophet Muhammad 

(pbuh) himself was the 
author of the Qur’an; 

consciously 
sub-consciously or 

unconsciously

BB
Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) learnt it from 

other human sources or 
copied or adopted from 
previous scriptures or 

revelations

CC
Qur’an has no human 
author, but it is a word 

for word revelation 
from God
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It is highly abnormal to challenge the testimony of 
someone who disclaims responsibility for producing 
a great work, whether literary, scientific or others. 
Yet this is precisely what orientalists and others who 
are suspicious about the origins of the Qur’an do, 
when they claim that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
was the author of the Glorious Qur’an.

CAN
MUHAMMAD
(PBUH) BE THE
AUTHOR OF THE
QUR’AN?
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Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) never ever claimed res- 
ponsibility for originating it. He honestly said that it 
was Allah who revealed the scripture to him. To say 
otherwise is illogical because it would mean that he 
was telling a lie. From history we learn that between his 
youth and Prophetic mission at the age of 40, he had 
never been known to lie. He was so well known for his 
truthfulness, honesty, and chastity that he was given 
the title “Al Ameen” i.e., “The Trustworthy” by friends 
and foes alike. Then why should he lie now.

It is interesting to note however, that although many of 
the Makkan pagans rejected Islam and regarded the 
Prophet as a liar, they nevertheless trusted him and de-
posited their valuables with him for safe keeping. This 
is apparent from the fact that when the Prophet decid-
ed to leave Makkah to foil an assassination att- empt 
on him, he left the valuables with Ali (ra) to distribute it 
to the rightful owners.



Once when Abu Sufyan, one of the pagan chiefs of 
Makkah, was summoned by Emperor Heraclius, on being 
Heraclius, questioned whether the Prophet (pbuh) had 
been accu- sed of lying, prior to his claim to be a Prophet 
or whether he had betrayed his trust, Abu Sufyan the 
archenemy of the Prophet (pbuh) had to answer “No”. 
Thus, even his opponents acknowledged his sincerity, 
truthfulness, and honesty.

What logical reasons can a person think of for Muham-
mad’s (pbuh) lying that he was a Prophet and not the 
author of the Qur’an.
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Some may argue that Muhammad (pbuh) falsely attribu- 
ted the Qur’an to God and called himself a Prophet for 
material gain. I do agree that there are several people 
who falsely claim to be Prophets, Saints and Preachers 
for material benefits and thus become rich and lead a 
luxurious life.

Muhammad’s (pbuh) financial position was better off 
before than after his Prophethood. He married Khadijah 
(ra), who was a very rich and wealthy businesswoman at 
the age of 25, 15 years before he claimed Prophethood. 
His financial position and life standard after claiming 
Prophethood was unenviable.

MATERIAL GAIN
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According to a collection of Hadith by An Nawawi, Riyad 
As Saliheen, Hadith No. 492, one of the Prophet’s wife 
Aa’ishah (ra) narrates that a month or two would go by 
without fire being lit in their house because there was 
nothing to cook. They survived on dates and water. 
Sometimes this diet was supplemented with some goat 
meat and milk from the people of Madinah.

A
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This was not just a temporary sacrifice but a way of life. 
This was at a time when Muhammad (pbuh) could have 
lived like a king if he wanted. In fact, there was a sort of 
discontent and protest as to why should they live in 
poor conditions when they could avail of all the luxuries. 
The Prophet (pbuh) was disturbed, and a revelation came 
commanding him to tell his wives,

This incidence is also recorded in Sahih Al Bukhari -- Vol 6 
Hadith 4785 and Sahih -- Muslim Vol 4 Hadith 3690.
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“O Prophet! say to your consorts: “If it be 
that you desire the life of this world, and 
its glitter, then come! I will provide for 
your enjoyment and set you free in a 
handsome manner.”

“But if you seek Allah and His messenger, 
and the Home of the Hereafter, Verily 
Allah has prepared for the well-doers 
amongst you a great reward.”

Al Qur’an 33: 28-29



According to Riyad As Saliheen, Hadith No. 465 & 466, 
Bilal (ra) said that Muhammad (pbuh) never kept back 
any gifts and provisions received for future use but 
spent what he had on the poor and needy.

C

According to Riyad As Saliheen, Hadith No. 504, Inspite 
of the victories and achievements of Prophet Muham-
mad (pbuh), at the time of his death, he was in debt, and 
his shield was in the hands of a Jewish citizen of Madi-
nah as a collateral for his debt. 

D
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If Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had been the author of 
the Qur’an and had lied for material gains that it is a 
book of God, he would have never mentioned in the 
same Qur’an,
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“Then woe to those who write the Book 
with their own hands and then say: This is 
from Allah to traffic with it for a miserable 
price, Woe to them for what their hands do 
write and for the gain they make thereby.”

Al Qur’an 2:79



This verse is rebuking those people who changed the 
previous scriptures or wrote books with their own hands 
and said “this is from God” for material benefits. If 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) himself actually wrote the 
Qur’an, there were chances that at some point of time he 
would be exposed then he would be the biggest hypo-
crite (God forbid) and would be cursing himself in his 
own book, which is illogical.
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Is it possible that Muhammad (pbuh) might have clai- 
med Prophethood in order to attain status, power, glory 
and leadership?
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Muhammad (pbuh) has universally been acknowledged 
as one of the most successful leaders in human history. 
In his book, “The Hundred - A Ranking of the Most Influ-
ential Persons in History” the Jewish scholar Michael H. 
Hart has given a list of the hundred most influential men 
in history from Adam to the present time along with a list 
of reasons for his ranking. This unbiased Jewish scholar 
placed the beloved Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) on top of 
his list as No.1. He concluded the biography with the 
words, “It is this unparalleled combination of secular and 
religious influence which I feel entitles Muhammad to be 
considered the most influential figure in human history.”

A



24

A man with his qualities could claim leadership and 
assume power even without claiming Prophethood. 
Moreover, his character suggests that he was neither a 
powermonger, nor a glory seeker. The desire to enjoy 
status and power is usually associated with good food, 
fancy clothing, magnificent palaces, monumental places, 
colour guards and indisputable authority. Despite his 
social standing as a Prophet and heavy responsibility as 
a statesman, Muhammad (pbuh) used to milk his goat, 
mend his clothes, repair his shoes, and help with the 
household work. His life was an amazing model of sim-
plicity and humbleness. He sat on the floor; he went to 
the market to shop with no guards or procession and ac-
cepted an invitation to dine with the poor and ate gra-
ciously whatever was served.

B

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1



25

He talked and listened patiently to anyone who appr- 
oached him, so much so that the Qur’an says that his 
detractors complain saying,
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“O! He listens to everybody.”
Al Qur’an 9:61
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Once a representative of the pagans named Utbah 
came to the Prophet (pbuh) and said that if he gave up 
preaching the message of the Qur’an, they would make 
him the wealthiest man in the community and their 
leader with absolute power or even crown him as the 
King if he wanted. The only one concession they wanted 
from Muhammad (pbuh) in return was to stop dividing 
the people and give up the new claim that there is no 
gods but one universal God of all. If the Prophet (pbuh) 
was a seeker after power, glory, and wealth, he would 
have not missed this golden opportunity, but he reject-
ed the proposition using the verses of the Qur’an that 
were revealed to him i.e., from Surah Fussilat, Chapter 41.

D
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Later, another approach was made to the Prophet (pbuh) 
from a delegation of the Pagan nobles. The Prophet 
(pbuh) refused to compromise on the divinely inspired 
message which he had been sent to deliver, saying; “I did 
not bring this message on my own, nor in pursuit of your 
money or respect or leadership, God has sent me as a 
messenger to you and has given me a book, the Qur’an.”

E

On another occasion, they tried to persuade him through 
his beloved uncle Abu Talib to accept worldly power and 
prestige in return for giving up his Prophetic mission. He 
said, “Oh! my uncle, if they put the sun in my right hand 
and the moon in my left hand in order that I should give up 
this mission of mine, I will never do it until I die in defense 
of that truth, or God decides whatever He pleases.”

F
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The death of Muhammad’s (pbuh) most beloved son 
Ibrahim coincided with the eclipse of the sun and 
people regarded it as a miracle from God that heavens 
and earth were mourning the death of Ibrahim. Muham-
mad (pbuh) was very angry with them and said, “The 
sun and the moon are two signs out of God’s signs, 
which are not eclipsed because of the death or birth of 
any human being.”

G

Are these the characteristics of a power-hungry or a 
self-centered man? What could justify such a life of suf-
fering and sacrifice, even after he was fully triumphant 
over his adversaries? What could explain the humble-
ness and nobility which he demonstrated in his most 
glorious moments when he insisted that success is due 
only to God’s help and not to his own genius?

H
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The theory that Muhammad (pbuh) had authored the 
Qur’an in order to unite and liberate the Arabs is very dif-
ficult to defend.

The criteria for judgement in the sight of Allah and for 
unity is not based on caste, colour, sex, wealth, or blood 
ties but on “Taqwa” i.e., God-consciousness, piety, and 
righteousness.
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There is not a single verse in the Qur’an calling for the 
unity or liberation specifically of the Arab nations. In 
fact, the Qur’anic concept of Ummah i.e., nation, is 
against ideological and any manifestations of Nation-
alist tendencies. Qur’an says the unity of the whole
humankind is based on the criteria of truth.

A

“O Mankind! We created you from a single 
(pair) of a male and a female, and made you 
into nations and tribes, that you may know 
each other (not that you may despise each 
other) Verily, the most honoured of you in 
the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most 
righteous of you. And Allah has full knowl-
edge and is well acquainted (with all things).

Al Qur’an 49:13



In practice this sometimes meant the separation of father 
and son, brother and brother, husband, and wife etc.B
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“Say: If it be your fathers, your sons, your 
brothers, your mates, or your kindred; the 
wealth that you have gained; the commerce 
in which you fear a decline; or the dwellings 
in which you delight are dearer to you than 
Allah or His messenger, or the striving in 
His cause, then wait until Allah brings 
about His decision and Allah guides not 
the rebellious.”

Al Qur’an 9:24
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The unity that prevailed in Arabia after the triumph of 
Islam was ideological and meant for the whole world, 
and unity is strongly encouraged by the Qur’an.

C

If the unity of the Arabs was Muhammad’s main consid-
eration, he would have gladly accepted the offer to be 
the King of Arabia and use his power and influence to 
build a unified Arabia.
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“And hold fast, all together by the rope 
which Allah (stretches out for you) and be 
not divided among yourselves.”

Al Qur’an 3:103
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In fact, there are several verses in the Qur’an which seem 
to contradict the idea that Muhammad’s (pbuh) motive 
was to build Arab Nationalism.
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“Behold! the angels said: O Mary! Allah has 
chosen you and purified you, chosen you 
above the women of all nations.”

Al Qur’an 3:42
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Why should Muhammad (pbuh), an Arab say that Mary, 
the mother of Jesus (pbuh) who is a Jewess be chosen 
as above the women of all nations. Such an honour is not 
to be found even in the Christian Bible. There is a com-
plete chapter, Surah Maryam, Chapter 19, which is named 
after Mary, the mother of Jesus (pbuh). There is no book 
or chapter named Mary in the whole Bible. 



Why should Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) instigate the 
Arabs by praising the Jews who were hostile to the Arabs 
by saying that a Jewess was chosen above the woman of 
all nations. If he wanted to foster Arab Nationalism, he 
would have preached the superiority of the Arab nations 
and chosen any other Arab woman i.e., his own mother, 
his wife or his own daughter as above the women of all 
nations.

The answer is given in the following verses of Surah 
Aali Imran,
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"This is part of the tidings of the things 
unseen which We reveal unto you
(O Prophet!) by inspiration."

Al Qur’an 3:44
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The Prophet had no choice, whether to praise the Jewess 
or not, since it was an inspiration -- a revelation from 
Almighty God. The Arab unity theory is also incapable of a 
satisfactory explanation due to the following type of 
verses which are repeated several times in the Qur’an.

“O Children of Israel! call to mind the 
(special) favour which I bestowed upon 
you, and that I preferred you to all others 
(for My message).”

Al Qur’an 2:47
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Some may put forward moral reformation as a proba-
ble motive for Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) to compose 
the Qur’an.

MORAL
REFORMATION  
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REFORMATION  
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Moral reformation is a noble objective which could be 
achieved without resorting to immoral means like deceit 
and lies. The reason for choosing immoral means to build 
a moral society is not logical.

A
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The Qur’an designates lying against God as wicked in 
the sight of Allah (swt). One of the objectives of the 
Qur’an and of Prophet Muhammad was indeed moral 
reformation but not just to Arabia but to the whole 
world. If the Prophet had invented a lie that the Qur’an is 
from God, when he himself was its author, he would 
have not mentioned all these verses in the Qur’an, and 
instead, he would have written somewhat similar to 
what Saint Paul had mentioned in the Bible in New Tes-
tament which says,

This proves that God requires falsehood to prove he is 
great. In Islam, God is truly great; therefore He does not 
require any support of falsehood to prove He is Great.

B

“If my lie glorifies the truth of God, then I 
am not a sinner”

The Bible -- Romans 3:7
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Unlike some other religions, in Islam, the means is not 
separated from the ends. If you want justice, you get it 
by being just; if you want truth, you get it by being truth-
ful. Therefore, the means (i.e., the path taken) has to fit 
with the end result. Many people only consider the end 
result and not the explanation. Sometimes a person may 
have the truth but to prove that truth, he uses a false 
argument. For example, if a person says 2+2=4 though if 
asked for an explanation for his answer, he says bec- 
ause my teacher had taught me. The answer is correct 
but the means i.e., the explanation is wrong. Suppose 
the teacher taught 2+2=5 then the person would have 
been wrong. The explanation should be true on its own 
merit, irrespective of who has said it. For example take 2 
coins and another 2 coins to it and if you count the total 
number of coins, it is four. Therefore 2+2=4.

37Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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If you use a false argument for the truth, the other person 
may use the same false argument to prove his untruth. 
He may argue that because your teacher said 2+2=4 and 
you believe in it, my teacher said that a person in order to 
lead a luxurious life is entitled to rob. Therefore, I am jus-
tified if I rob. Similarly, it is illogical to say, I refuse to use 
the telephone as it was invented by Alexander Graham 
Bell who was a liar.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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Lying is the most abominable sin.

The above verse also describes the most humiliating 
punishment for such liars. If Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
was the author of the Qur’an, he was deceitfully ascribing 
unto God and was thus describing himself as the most 
wicked man, there would be every possibility that his fab-
rication might one day be uncovered and thus incite trou-
ble for himself.

"Who can be more wicked than one who 
invents a lie against Allah, or says, "I have 
received inspiration" when he has received 
none, or (again) who says, "I can reveal 
the like of what Allah has revealed."

Al Qur’an 6:93



A similar warning is given in the Qur’an in Surah Al Haqqah,

There are several such verses in the Qur’an e.g., Surah 
Ash Shu’ara, Chapter 42, Verse 24; Surah An Nahl, Chap-
ter 16, Verse 105.
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“And if the messenger were to invent any 
sayings in Our name, We should certainly 
seize him by his right hand, And we should 
certainly then cut off the artery of his heart; 
Nor could any of you withhold him (from 
Our wrath).” 

Al Qur’an 69:44-47



Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) did not deliver the whole 
Qur’an at one sitting. He recited it piecemeal over a 
period of about 23 years during which any questions 
would be answered.
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“If you ask about things when the Qur’an is 
revealed they will be made plain to you.”

Al Qur’an 5:101



42

People took this opportunity to ask a wide range of 
questions covering subjects like intoxicants, gambling, 
charity, new moon, menstruation, spoils of war or even 
historical figures like Zul Qarnain. Therefore, in the Qur’an, 
it is mentioned in several places, “They ask thee con-
cerning such and such matter, Say: it is so and so.” In no 
way could Muhammad (pbuh) have known in advance the 
questions he would be asked, thus perfectly matching 
his reformation purposes for which he had set out to 
write the Qur’an. It would be foolish for a Prime Minister 
who wants to talk about the transportation facility in his 
country to call a press conference and invite the press to 
ask any question. They may choose to inquire about food 
situations or even political prisoners.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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There is sufficient proof in the Qur’an against this moral 
reformation theory because Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
himself is corrected by the Qur’an in several places. 
Once while Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was deeply
engrossed, trying to convince the leaders of the Pagan 
Quraish of Makkah who were non-Muslims about the 
Islamic teachings, a Muslim poor blind man by the name 
of Abdullah Ibn Umm Makhtoum interrupted this union; 
he wanted to learn the Qur’an. The Prophet (pbuh) did 
not appreciate this interruption which was evident by his 
frowning. Even though the Prophet did not say a word, 
because of this act of his, a revelation was sent which is 
preserved forever in the Qur’an in Surah ‘Abasa.
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“(The Prophet) frowned and turned away 
because there came to him a blind man 
(interrupting). But what could tell you but 
that perchance he might grow (in spiritual 
understanding)? Or that he might receive 
Admonition, and the teaching Might 
profit him?”

Al Qur’an 80:1- 4
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Some of the people agree that the Prophet (pbuh) was 
sincere and truthful but allege that he was suffering 
from epilepsy and during his epileptic seizures recited 
what later became the Qur’an. Some writers have com-
pared the description of the Prophet (pbuh) when he 
received revelations with that of epileptic seizures. In 
actual fact they were far from similar. From the Hadith 
i.e., tradition, we learn that the Prophet (pbuh) received 
the revelation in one of the following conditions.

EPILEPTIC
THEORY
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ii
In the form of 
a ringing bell

iiii
Sometimes when the 
revelation came, even 

though it was very cold, 
his brow would be 

streaming with 
perspiration

iiiiii
Sometimes he would 

look perturbed

iviv
Sometimes he would 
become very heavy 

while receiving 
revelations
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These descriptions in no way bear resemblance to the 
medical symptoms of epilepsy. Epilepsy is a sudden and 
recurrent disturbance in the mental function or move-
ment of the body, or both. Its symptoms include com-
plete or partial loss of consciousness, accompanied by 
muscular spasms or convulsions or by more complex 
behaviour. 70% of patients suffer their first attack before 
the age of 20 and in some types of epilepsy attacks 
diminish as the patient enters adulthood.

The Prophet’s (pbuh) description when he received the 
revelation clearly indicates that he did not suffer from 
the epilepsy of any form.

There are 4 main types of Epilepsy:

AA
Grand Mal Epilepsy or 
“THE BIG SICKNESS”

BB
Petit Mal Epilepsy or 

“THE LITTLE 
SICKNESS”

CC
FOCAL

SEIZURES

DD
PSYCHO-MOTOR 

SEIZURES
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This form of epilepsy shows the following symptoms:

Generalized convulsions preceded by a complete loss of 
consciousness, a loud scream and falling to the ground.i

A stiffening of the body (including the respiratory sys- 
tem sometimes) and jerking movements in all four extrem-
ities of the body. In some cases, the tongue can get 
bitten because of a tightening in the muscles of the face.

ii

Grand Mal EpilepsyGrand Mal EpilepsyGrand Mal EpilepsyAAA
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At the end of the attack, the patient is totally disorientat-
ed, confused, sleepy and sick.

The Prophet (pbuh) did not suffer from any of these 
symptoms during his life, and most importantly, he 
remembered everything that had happened to him during 
the time when the revelation was given to him and recited 
what he had been commanded to memorise.

iii
The patient will have no recollection of what happened 
during the seizure or immediately afterwards.iv
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Petit Mal epilepsy occurs in children and dies out during 
early adulthood. An attack consists of a very brief epi-
sode of unresponsiveness lasting no more than 15 sec-
onds usually. Since the Prophet (pbuh) first received 
revelation at the age of 40, and each period of revela-
tion lasted a few minutes, it is impossible that the 
Prophet (pbuh) suffered from this malady.

Petit Mal EpilepsyPetit Mal EpilepsyPetit Mal EpilepsyBBB
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Focal seizures originate in a particular area of the brain 
and the seizure affects those parts of the body con-
trolled by that part of the brain. An attack may show 
symptoms of jerking in particular extremities or as 
numbness and trembling in those extremities; the sei-
zure can spread throughout the brain resulting in gener-
alised convulsions. Psycho-motor seizures are set off 
by an emotional, sensory, or physical aura - that is an 
unpleasant odour, taste or illusion about size and dis-
tance which causes intense fear. The patient becomes 
unresponsive and can do strange things such as sud-
denly walking off. The seizure lasts 1-3 minutes and 
after recovery, the patient will have no memory of the 
attack itself or the aura which caused it in the first 
place. Again, these symptoms are totally dissimilar to 
what the Prophet (pbuh) experienced and was seen to 
experience by his family and companions when receiv-
ing the Qur’an.

Focal and Psycho-Motor SeizuresFocal and Psycho-Motor SeizuresFocal and Psycho-Motor SeizuresCCC
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Epilepsy is not a disease; it is a syndrome and therefore 
there is not usually one specific cause behind it. The actual 
syndrome is created through the malfunction of nerve 
cells in the brain where the neurons release or discharge 
excessive electrical energy causing thereby intense excit-
ability in the cells - resulting in a loss of consciousness 
and convulsions. The reason for this abnormal behaviour 
in the nerve cells of an individual epileptic can be complex, 
as there is no single cause normally. However, in 50% of 
cases, a primary or contributing factor for the syndrome 
can be identified. Such factors include injury at birth or 
later; congenital defects (e.g., Cerebral Palsy); infectious 
diseases such as Meningitis which attack the nerve tissue; 
parasitic infections, brain tumors, shock etc. An attack can 
also be brought on as a result of withdrawal from alcohol 
or barbiturates; extreme emotional distress, or fatigue.

The Causes of EpilepsyThe Causes of EpilepsyThe Causes of EpilepsyDDD
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The Prophet (pbuh) had none of these problems and 
therefore did not have epilepsy either. He was known to 
be in perfect physical and mental health. Although he 
went through extremely exhausting and stressful times,
he displayed a great deal of fortitude. The Qur’an is 
such an amazing, unchallengeable and glorious book, 
that one Muslim psychiatrist has said that if it was 
indeed the work of an epileptic, “I’d like to see more of 
these epileptic people!”

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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The religious illusion theory and the subconscious theory 
assume that the Qur’an had actually originated from 
Muhammad’s (pbuh) knowledge, imagination, experi-
ences and environment, although he himself was not 
aware of this fact. Some may even say that he was 
crazy (God forbid).

The Prophet (pbuh) preached a consistent message for 
about 23 years. It is unlikely that a crazy person or a 
visionary feeding of his own subconscious, would be 
able to be so consistent. Secondly, a visionary would 
not be able to falsely convince himself for 23 years that 
he was receiving a scripture from divine sources when it 
actually originated within himself.

RELIGIOUS ILLUSION
THEORY
RELIGIOUS ILLUSION
THEORY
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The Qur’an contains so much information which could 
not have originated from a human beings’ mind, whether 
the conscious or the subconscious part.

One such example is Surah Al Kahf, Chapter 18 of the 
Qur’an which was revealed in reply to the questions 
posed by the Mushriks of Makkah, in consultation with 
the people of the Book in order to test him. These ques-
tions were:

ii
Who were the sleepers 

of the cave?

iiii
What is the real story

of Khidr?

iiiiii
What do you know 
about Zul Qarnain?

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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As these three questions concerned the history of the 
Jews and Christians and were unknown in Hijaz, a choice 
of these were made to test whether the Prophet (pbuh) 
possessed any source of knowledge of the hidden and 
unseen things. The Prophet (pbuh) replied, “tomorrow I 
will tell you” but when they came for the answers, he had 
to put them off day by day until 15 nights had passed and 
still he had received no revelation of any kind. The people 
of Makkah taunted him, and he was disturbed and sad 
that he did not receive the help he longed for, then Archan-
gel Gabriel brought him a revelation giving him the ans- 
wers to their questions. The long wait he had to endure 
was explained in Surah Al Kahf.
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“Nor say of anything, I shall be sure to do 
so and so tomorrow.”

“Without (adding), If Allah wills.”

Al Qur’an 18:23-24
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The delay of this revelation although painful to the 
Prophet (pbuh) was in reality an added strength. Those 
pagans of Quraish who were in two minds were con- 
vinced that if the Prophet (pbuh) had invented the 
earlier revelations, why did he delay this latest one, 
especially when so much was at stake. It is difficult to 
conceive how religious illusion could have helped him 
to make the correct replies which silenced his critics.

Besides these types of information, there are several 
other information in the Qur’an which no human minds 
could produce at that time whether consciously, sub-
consciously, or unconsciously. In Sha Allah, we will dis-
cuss these later.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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For instance, the Qur’an contains:

ii
Historical facts and 

events which were not 
known to the Prophet 
or his contemporaries 
e.g., about Zul Qarnain, 

city of Iram

iiiiii
Several prophecies 

about the future which 
have come true

iiii
Several scientific facts 
which were unknown 
and only discovered 

100’s of years after the 
revelation of the Qur’an

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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A large group of people after doing a lot of research 
say that “One thing we know for sure, that Muhammad 
thought he was a Prophet, he was crazy!” they are con-
vinced that he was somehow fooled. And in the end 
the same group will tell you “Because of this evidence, 
one thing we know for sure, that Muhammad (pbuh), 
was a liar!” (God forbid).They start by telling you the 
man was crazy or deranged and conclude by saying he 
was a liar. They never seem to realise that a person 
can never be both, you can either be one of them, crazy 
or a liar or none of them, never be both crazy and liar at 
the same time.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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If a person is crazy, he is of unsound mind and he actually 
believes that he is a prophet, therefore he need not lie 
and all his actions and words are unintentional. If a 
person is a liar, he is usually of sound mind and lies inten-
tionally for certain benefits. Even if a crazy person says 
something incorrect, you cannot call him a liar because 
he himself is unaware of the fact. Thus a person cannot 
be both.

Surah Al A’raaf, Chapter 7, Verse 184
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“Do they not reflect? Their companion is 
not seized with madness: he is but a 
perspicuous warner.”

Al Qur’an 7:184
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“You are not, by the grace of your Lord, 
mad or possessed.”

Al Qur’an 68:2

“And (O people)! your companion is not 
one possessed.”

Al Qur’an 81:22
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Similarly, another group of people say that the Prophet 
(pbuh) was deluded. Whenever somebody asked him a 
question, he thought that an angel put words in his ears. 
Later the same group of people would gather enough 
evidence to explain that he was a forger. These people 
fail to realize that a person can either be deluded or a 
forger or none of the two but he can surely never be 
both at the same time.

A person who is deluded and thinks he is a Prophet, 
whenever asked a question will never hunt for the 
answer or enquire with other people. He will think that 
an angel will put words in his ears and thus reply imme-
diately irrespective of whether the answer is right or 
wrong. A forger on the other hand will search for the 
best possible answer or even copy from other sources 
to prove that he is not a fake Prophet. These people fail 
to realise that they are going in circles.
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If you ask what is the origin of the Qur’an? They will tell 
you it came from the imagination of mind. If you further 
ask that how can a man get this information which no 
one knew before? Some foreigner may have given him 
the information and he lied that he was the Prophet; or 
further, an inquiry may be posed that how can a liar have 
so much confidence, when he mentions things which 
were unknown with so much accuracy then again they 
would reply that he was crazy, thus they go in circles.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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Another group of people may come up with a theory that 
Muhammad (pbuh) was suffering from Mythomania. 
This is a psychological disorder in which a person tells 
lies and then believes in it. The Qur’an gives facts, things 
you can go, look, and see that they are true, things you 
can verify. The Mythomaniac cannot do this. Facts are a 
problem for him. Therefore, a psychologist treats a man 
suffering from Mythomania by confronting him with 
facts. If a man is mentally ill and says, “I am the king of 
England” the psychologist does not say to him “you are 
crazy” He confronts him with facts. “You say you are the 
king of England, tell me where is your queen?

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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The mythomaniac tries to make excuses, “The queen 
has gone to her mother’s house”. “Where is your prime 
minister? He died”. “Where are your guards? The mytho-
maniac because he cannot deal with facts, is eventually 
cured. If you keep putting enough facts in front of him, 
finally he faces the reality and says, “I guess I am not 
the king of England.”

Similarly, the Qur’an approaches its readers by con-
fronting them with facts and thus healing of their delu-
sion. The Qur’an poses questions, “Oh man, do you say 
so and so but what about such and such? Do you say 
this when you know that?” It forces you to face reality 
and thus heals your delusions.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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Many critics agree that Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) himself was not the author of the Qur’an, 
but he learnt it from other human sources or pla-
giarized... that is copied or adapted from previous 
scriptures or revelations.

WAS THE
QUR’AN
PLAGIARIZED
FROM THE
BIBLE?

IIIIII
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Some Pagans accused the Prophet (pbuh) of 
learning the Qur’an from a Roman blacksmith, 
who was a Christian and lived in the outskirts of 
Makkah. The Prophet (pbuh) very often used to 
go and watch him do his work. A revelation of 
the Qur’an was sufficient to dismiss this charge,

111 MUHAMMAD (PBUH) LEARNT
THE QUR’AN FROM A ROMAN
BLACKSMITH WHO WAS A CHRISTIAN
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How could a person whose mother tongue was foreign 
and could hardly speak a little bit of poor broken Arabic 
be the source of the Qur’an, which is pure, eloquent, 
fine Arabic. To believe that the blacksmith taught the 
Prophet (pbuh) the Qur’an, is somewhat like a Chinese 
immigrant to England who did not know proper English 
teaching Shakespeare.
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“We know indeed that they say, it is a man 
that teaches him, the tongue of him they 
wickedly point to is notably foreign while 
this is Arabic, pure and clear.”

Al Qur’an 16:103
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Prophet Muhammad’s (pbuh) contact with the Jewish 
or Christian scholars was very limited. The most pro- 
minent Christian was an old blind man called Waraqa  
Ibn Naufal who was a relative of the Prophet’s first wife 
Khadijah (ra). He, although of Arab descent, was a 
convert to Christianity and was very well-versed with 
the New Testament. The Prophet (pbuh) only met him 
twice, first when Waraqa was worshipping at the Ka’bah 
(before the prophetic mission) and he kissed the 
Prophet’s forehead affectionately. The second was when 
the Prophet (pbuh) went to meet Waraqa after receiving 
the first revelation. Waraqa died 3 years later, and the 
revelation continued for about 23 years.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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It is true that the Prophet (pbuh) did have religious discus-
sions with the Jews and Christians, but they took place in 
Madinah more than 13 years after the revelation of the 
Qur’an had started. The allegation that these Jews and Chris-
tians were the source is the reverse, since in these discus-
sions, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was the teacher inviting 
them to embrace Islam and pointing out that they deviated 
away from their true teachings of Monotheism. Several of 
them later embraced Islam.
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All historical records available show that Muhammad 
(pbuh) had made only 3 trips outside Makkah before 
his Prophethood.

At the age of 6 he accompanied his mother to Madinah.i
Between the age of 9 and 12, he accompanied his uncle 
Abu Talib on a business trip to Syria.ii
At the age of 25, he led Khadijah’s (ra) caravan to Syria.

It is highly imaginary to assume that the Qur’an resulted 
from the occasional chats and meetings with the Chris-
tians or Jews from any of the above three trips.

iii
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The day-to-day life of the Prophet (pbuh) was an open 
book for all to see, in fact a revelation came asking people 
to give the Prophet (pbuh) some privacy in his own home. 
If the Prophet (pbuh) had been meeting people who told 
him what to say as a revelation from God, this could not 
have been hidden for very long.

A

The extremely prominent Quraish nobles who followed the 
Prophet (pbuh) and accepted Islam were wise men who 
would have easily noticed anything suspicious about the 
way in which the Prophet (pbuh) brought the revelation to 
them - especially as the Prophet’s mission lasted 23 years.

B
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The enemies of the Prophet (pbuh) kept a close watch 
on him in order to find proof that their claim that he was 
a liar was true - they were never able to prove that the 
Prophet (pbuh) had a secret rendezvous with particular 
Jews and Christians.

C

It is inconceivable that any human author of the Qur’an 
would have accepted a situation in which he received 
no credit whatsoever for originating the Qur’an. Thus, 
historically and logically it cannot be established that 
there was a human source for the Qur’an.

D

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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The theory that Muhammad (pbuh) authored the 
Qur’an or copied from other sources can be disproved 
by the single historical fact that he was illiterate. Allah, 
Himself testifies in the Qur’an,
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“And you were not (able) to recite a book 
before this (book came), nor are you 
(able) to transcribe it, with your right hand; 
In that case, indeed, would the talkers of 
vanities have doubted.”

Al Qur’an 29:48
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Allah (swt) knew that many would doubt the authen- 
ticity of the Qur’an and would ascribe it to Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh). Therefore, Allah in His divine wisdom 
chose the last and final messenger to be an ‘Ummi” i.e., 
unlettered so that the talkers of vanity would not even 
have the slightest justification to doubt the Prophet’s 
(pbuh) claim that the Qur’an is God’s word. If the Prophet 
(pbuh) was a literate person, the accusation of his ene-
mies that he had copied the Qur’an from other sources 
and rehashed it all in a beautiful language, might have 
carried some weight, but even this flimsy pretence has 
been denied to the unbeliever and the cynic. A point 
hardly big enough to hang a fly upon.
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77

Allah reconfirms in the Qur’an,
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“Those who follow the messenger, the 
unlettered Prophet, whom they find 
mentioned in their own (scriptures) in the 
law and the Gospel.”

Al Qur’an 7:157
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The prophecy of coming of the unlettered Prophet is also 
mentioned in the Bible.

The Qur’an testifies in no less than 4 different places that 
the Prophet (pbuh) was illiterate. It is also mentioned in 
Surah Al A’raaf, Chapter 7, Verse 158 and Surah Al Ju-
mu’ah, Chapter 62, Verse 2.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

“And the book is delivered to him that is 
not learned.”

The Bible - Isaiah 29:12
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The Arabic version of the Bible was not present at the 
time of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). The earliest Arabic 
version of the Old Testament of which we have knowl-
edge of is Saadia Gaon at 900 C.E. More than 250 years 
after the death of our beloved Prophet (pbuh), and the 
oldest Arabic version of the New Testament was pub-
lished by Erpenius in 1616 about 1000 years after the 
demise of our Prophet (pbuh).

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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Similarities between the Qur’an and the Bible does not 
necessarily mean that the latter has been copied from 
the former. In fact, it gives evidence that both of them 
are based on a common third source. All divine revela-
tions came from the same source, the One Universal 
God. No matter what human changes were introduced 
into some of these revelations that might have distort-
ed their originality, there are bound to be some areas 
that have remained free from distortion and thus are 
common to many religions.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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It is true that there are some similar parallels between 
the Qur’an and the Bible, but this is not sufficient to 
accuse Muhammad (pbuh) of compiling or copying from 
the Bible, then the same logic would be applicable to the 
teachings of Christianity and Judaism and thus anyone 
can wrongly claim that Jesus (pbuh) was not a genuine 
Prophet and simply copied from the Old Testament.

The similarities between the two signify a common 
source that is one true God and the continuation of the 
basic message of monotheism and not that the later 
prophets have plagiarized from the previous prophets.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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If someone copies during an examination, he will surely 
not write in the answer sheet, that he has copied from 
his neighbour or Mr XYZ. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
has given due respect and credit to all the previous 
prophets, and it is also mentioned in the Qur’an about 
the various revelations given to different prophets.

Someone who is neither convinced by Christianity nor 
by Islam can come to a firm decision which scripture is 
true, however if you verify them against scientific know- 
ledge the truth will be revealed.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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By name, four revelations of Allah (SWT) are mentioned in 
the Qur’an, the Taurah, the Zaboor, the Injeel and the Qur’an.

Taurah, the revelation i.e., the ‘Wahi’ given to Musa i.e., 
Moses (pbuh).i
Zaboor, the revelation i.e., the ‘Wahi’ given to Dawood 
i.e., David (pbuh).ii
Injeel, the revelation i.e., the ‘Wahi’ given to Isa i.e., 
Jesus (pbuh).iii
Qur’an, the last and final revelation i.e., the ‘Wahi’ given 
to the last and final messenger Muhammad (pbuh).iv

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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It is an article of faith for every Muslim to believe in all 
the Prophets of God and all revelations of God but the 
present day Bible which contains the first five books of 
the Old Testament attributed to Moses, the Psalms 
attributed to David and the New Testament or the 4 
Gospels of the New Testament are not the Taurah, the 
Zaboor, or the Injeel, which the Qur’an refers to. These 
books may partly contain the word of God but they are 
not the exact revelation given to the Prophets.

Another name for Qur’an is “The Furqan” which means 
the criteria to judge the right from the wrong and it is on 
the basis of this Qur’an that we can decipher which part 
of the previous scriptures can be considered to be the 
word of God.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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If you glance through the Bible and the Qur’an, you may 
find several points exactly the same in both of them, but 
if you analyse many of them closely, there is a differ-
ence of chalk and cheese.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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According to the first book of the Bible, Genesis, Chap-
ter No 1, the universe was created in 6 days and each 
day is defined as a 24-hour period. Even the Qur’an 
mentioned that the universe was created in 6 ‘Ayyaam’. 
‘Ayyaam’ is the plural of ‘Yaum’ which has two mean-
ings: firstly, a standard 24-hour period i.e., day; or it can 
also mean stage, period or epoch that is a very long 
period of time. Here the Qur’an refers to the creation of 
the heavens and the earth in 6 long periods or epochs, 
which the scientists have no objection to. According to 
science, the creation of the universe has taken billions 
of years which contradicts the concept of the Bible 
which states it took 6, 24-hour days.

Creation of the Universe in Six DaysCreation of the Universe in Six DaysCreation of the Universe in Six DaysAAA
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The Bible says in Genesis, Chapter 1, Verses 3 - 5, that the 
day and night were created on the first day. The light circu-
lating in the universe is the result of a complete reaction in 
the stars which were created according to the Bible, Gene-
sis, Chapter 1, Verse 14 to 19 on the 4th day. It is illogical 
to mention the result that is the light on the first day when 
the cause of the light was created 3 days later. Moreover, 
the existence of evening and morning as elements of a 
single day is only conceivable after the creation of the 
earth and its rotation under the sun. The Qur’an does not 
give this unscientific sequence. To say that Muhammad 
(pbuh) copied the creation of the universe from the Bible 
and missed out this fantastic sequence is absurd.

Sun created after the DaySun created after the DaySun created after the DayBBB
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According to the Bible, Book of Genesis, Chapter 1, 
Verse 9 to 13, the earth was created on the 3rd day and 
according to verse 14-19, the sun and the moon were 
created on the 4th day. Earth and moon emanated, as 
we know, from their original star, the sun. To place the 
creation of the sun and moon after the creation of the 
earth is contrary to the established idea on the forma-
tion of the solar system.

Creation of the Earth, Sun and MoonCreation of the Earth, Sun and MoonCreation of the Earth, Sun and MoonCCC
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According to the book of Genesis, Chapter 1, Verses 
11-13, vegetation was created on the third day along 
with seed-bearing grasses, plants, and trees and (Vers-
es 14-19) the sun was created on the 4th day. How is it 
scientifically possible for the vegetation to have appe- 
ared without the presence of the sun?

If Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was indeed the author of 
the Qur’an and merely copied it from the Bible, how did 
he manage to avoid the factual errors, the Bible con-
tains. The Qur’an does not contain any statements 
which are incompatible with the scientific facts.

Vegetation created on the Third and Sun
on the Fourth day
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According to the Bible, both sun and moon emit their 
own light.

Science tells us today that the moon does not have its 
own light and confirms the Qur’anic concept that the 
light of the moon is a reflected light. To say the Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) 1400 years ago corrected these sci-
entific errors in the Bible and then copied it in the Qur’an 
is impossible. 

Sun and the Moon both emit LightSun and the Moon both emit LightSun and the Moon both emit LightEEE
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“And God made two great lights; the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night.”

The Bible - Genesis 1 : 16
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By studying the genealogy of the first man on earth i.e., 
Adam (pbuh) through Abraham and Jesus (pbuh) acc- 
ording to the Bible, he appeared on the earth approxi-
mately 5800 years ago.

Adam (pbuh), The first man on earth lived
5800 years ago
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1948 years between Adam and Abraham (pbuh)i
Approximately 1800 years between Abraham and
Jesus (pbut)ii

About 2000 years from Jesus (pbuh) till today.iii

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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These figures are further confirmed by the fact that the 
Jewish calendar is currently on or about the year 5800.

There is sufficient evidence from archaeological and 
anthropological sources to suggest that the first human 
being on earth was present tens of thousands of years 
ago and not just merely 5800 years as suggested by 
the Bible.

The Qur’an too speaks about Adam (pbuh) as the first 
man on earth but does not suggest any date unlike the 
Bible which is totally incompatible with science.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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The Biblical description of the flood in Genesis, Chapter 
6,7 and 8 indicates that the deluge was universal, and it 
destroyed every living thing on earth except those pres-
ent with Noah (pbuh) in the ark. The description sug-
gests that the event took place 1656 year after the cre-
ation of Adam (pbuh) or 292 years before the birth of 
Abraham (pbuh).

When Noah (pbuh) was 600 years old, thus the flood 
may have occurred in the 21st or 22nd century B.C. This 
story of the flood contradicts scientific evidence from 
archaeological sources. The 11th dynasty in Egypt, and 
the third dynasty in Babylonia were in existence without 
any break in the civilisation and unaffected by any major 
calamity which were present in the 21st Century B.C. This 
contradicts the Biblical story that the whole world had 
been immersed in the flood water. 

Noah (pbuh) and the floodNoah (pbuh) and the floodNoah (pbuh) and the floodGGG
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The Qur’anic presentation of the story of Noah (pbuh) 
and the flood does not conflict scientific evidence or 
archaeological data as the Qur’an does not give any 
specific date to that event and secondly, the flood men-
tioned in the Qur’an was not a universal phenomenon 
which destroyed the complete life on earth. In fact, the 
Qur’an specifically mentions that it was a localised event 
only involving the people of Noah (pbuh).

It is illogical to assume that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
had borrowed the story from the Bible and corrected the 
mistakes before mentioning it in the Qur’an.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1



The story of Moses and the Pharaoh of the Exodus are 
very much identical in the Qur’an and the Bible. Both 
scriptures agree that the Pharaoh drowned when he 
tried to pursue Moses and the Israelites across a stretch 
of water that they crossed. The Qur’an gives additional 
information in Surah Yunus,
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“This day shall We save you in your body, 
that you may be a sign to those who come 
after you! But verily many amongst 
mankind are heedless of Our signs.”

Al Qur’an 10:92



96

Dr Maurice Bucaille, after thorough research proved 
that although Rameses II was known to have persecut-
ed the Israelites in the Bible, he actually died whilst 
Moses (pbuh) was taking refuge in Midian. Rameses 
II’s son ‘Merneptah’ succeeded him as Pharaoh who 
drowned during the exodus. In 1898 the mummified 
body of Merneptah was found in the valley of Kings in 
Egypt. In 1975, Dr Maurice Bucaille with other doctors 
received permission to examine the Mummy of Mer-
neptah, the findings of which proved that Merneptah 
probably died from drowning or a violent shock which 
immediately preceded the moment of drowning. Thus, 
the Qur’anic verse, that we shall save his body as a 
sign, has been fulfilled by the Pharaoh’s body being 
kept at the Royal Mummies room in the Egyptian Mus- 
eum in Cairo.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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This verse of the Qur’an compelled Dr Maurice Bucaille, 
who was a Christian, to study the Qur’an. He later wrote 
a book “The Bible, The Qur’an and Science” and con-
fessed that the author of the Qur’an can be no one else 
besides God Himself and thus embraced Islam.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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These evidences are sufficient to conclude that the 
Qur’an was not copied from the Bible,  but the Qur’an is 
the Furqan i.e., criterion to judge right from wrong and it 
should be used to decipher which portion of the Bible 
may be considered as the word of God.

A

Qur’an itself testifies in Surah As Sajdah,
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“Alif Lam Mim, this is the revelation of the 
Book in which there is no doubt - from the 
Lord of the Worlds. Or do they say, he has 
forged it? Nay, it is the Truth from your 
Lord, that you may admonish a people to 
whom no warner has come before you:
in order that they may receive guidance.”

Al Qur’an 32:1-3

The Qur’an presents all the different prophets of Allah 
as belonging to one single brotherhood; all had a simi-
lar prophetic mission and the same basic message. 
Because of this, the fundamental teachings of the major 
faiths cannot be contradictory, even if there has been a 
considerable passage of time between the different 
prophetic missions because the source of these mis-
sions was one: Allah. The differences which exist be-
tween the religions are, therefore, says the Qur’an, not 
the responsibility of the prophets, but of the followers 
of these prophets who forgot part of what they had 
been taught, misinterpreted it, changed it, etc. The Qur’an 
cannot be seen therefore, as a scripture which com-
petes with the teachings of Moses, Jesus, and the 
other prophets (pbut).

B
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On the contrary, it confirms, completes, and perfects 
the messages that they brought to their people. If you 
glance through the Bible and the Qur’an, you may find 
several points exactly the same in both of them, but if 
you analyse many of them closely, there is a difference 
of chalk and cheese.
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Qur’an, unlike other religious scriptures, is unique 
and distinct from the ordinary human pattern of 
narration. Every other religious book has a pattern 
similar to that of story books, ‘Once upon a time... or 
‘the fox and the grapes... the wolf and the lamb’ etc.

111 QUR’AN IS NOT LIKE
A STORY BOOK
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“In the beginning God created the heavens and earth,”
“In the beginning was the word” etc., it is similar to the 
storybook style, ‘Once upon a time’, other examples are 
“Now it came to pass” similar to, ‘So it happened once 
upon a time.’

Similarly we find in religious scriptures:

All the other scriptures have a beginning and an end 
and a sequence throughout the scripture and the data 
mentioned in the scripture is in chronological order. 
This is how humans think, talk, and write.

The Qur’an is a unique book. The first few verses to be 
revealed of the Qur’an is not present at its beginning but 
constitutes the 96th chapter. No religious book on the 
earth follows this pattern because no alleged revelation 
was preserved in its pristine purity since it was revealed.
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Qur’an has a unique way of informing its reader. “You 
did not know this before.” There is no other scripture 
which I know of that has this unique style. There are anci- 
ent writings and scriptures that give a lot of information, 
but they tell you where the information came from. The 
Qur’an on the other hand says, “Here is the information 
which you did not have before but check on it, you will 
see that it is true.” For example,

UNKNOWN INFORMATION
IN THE QUR’AN
UNKNOWN INFORMATION
IN THE QUR’AN
UNKNOWN INFORMATION
IN THE QUR’AN

“Such are some of the stories of the 
unseen, which We have revealed unto you. 
Before this, neither you nor your people 
knew them, so presevere patiently; for the 
end is for those who are righteous.”

Al Qur’an 11:49
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Similarly, the Qur’an says in Surah Yusuf,
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Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

“We do relate unto you the most beautiful 
of stories, In that We reveal to you this 
(portion of the) Qur’an; before this, you 
too was among those who knew it not.”

Al Qur’an 12:3
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It is interesting that no one ever stood up and said “You 
are grossly mistaken, O! Muhammad, I am an Arab like 
you and I knew about these stories even before this
revelation.” If Muhammad (pbuh) was ignorant and they 
knew the stories before, it would be a suicidal risk to 
quote them in such a manner so boldly challenging the 
enemies that they were ignorant about it. Yet no one 
challenged Muhammad (pbuh) about these verses.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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QUR’AN IS A
DECEPTION?
QUR’AN IS A
DECEPTION?
QUR’AN IS A
DECEPTION?333
Those who cannot disprove that the Qur’an is a revelation 
come up with a bright idea that it is a deception. If it is a 
deception, what is its origin? Where does it deceive us? 
But the same people cannot point out a single deception.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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WE MAKE FALSE DECISIONS & FOOL
OURSELVES BY STICKING TO IT
WE MAKE FALSE DECISIONS & FOOL
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WE MAKE FALSE DECISIONS & FOOL
OURSELVES BY STICKING TO IT444
Some people make a decision without thinking or reason-
ing; e.g., ‘I believe this man is my enemy, but I have no 
reason or proof for my belief; the moment I meet him I 
treat him like my enemy. When he finds the way I treat 
him, he reacts and behaves like my enemy then I tell 
myself that I was right! See, he acts like my enemy, it rein-
forces my belief. Here because of my initial wrong belief, 
I forced certain things to take place which should not 
have taken place normally. Based on the things which 
took place, i falsely convinced myself that I was initially 
correct. In short, we make false decisions and fool our-
selves by sticking to it.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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REVELATION IS COMPLEMENTED
BY REASON
REVELATION IS COMPLEMENTED
BY REASON
REVELATION IS COMPLEMENTED
BY REASON555
According to the Qur’an, revelation is complemented by 
reason. Qur’an says this is a revelation, as sure as the fact 
that you can discuss with another i.e., talk and exchange 
views between two people. If revelation is superior to rea- 
son and logic, then how are we to decide which book 
claiming to be a revelation is true and which is false. 
Imam Ghazali rightly said faith and reason should not 
come in conflict for both are given by Allah.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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QUR’AN ENCOURAGES
DISCUSSION
QUR’AN ENCOURAGES
DISCUSSION
QUR’AN ENCOURAGES
DISCUSSION666
Many Muslims believe that Qur’an does not encourage 
any discussion and thus refrain from any talk on con-
versation including Islam or the Qur’an. In fact, the 
Qur’an encourages discussion and reasoning.
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Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

“Invite (all) to the Way Of your Lord with 
wisdom and beautiful preaching; And 
argue with them in ways that are best 
And most gracious.”

Al Qur’an 16:125
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For most of the silly questions that man can think of, 
the answer is given in the Qur’an. The Arabic word 
“Qalu” which means “they say” is mentioned in the 
Qur’an no less than 332 times and the Arabic word “Qul” 
means “say” is also mentioned 332 times.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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EXHAUSTING 
THE ALTERNATIVES
EXHAUSTING 
THE ALTERNATIVES
EXHAUSTING 
THE ALTERNATIVES777
There is an approach known as “Exhausting Alterna-
tives.” The Qur’an says that it is a revelation, if you do 
not believe it, then what is it?

You have to give some explanation. It is paper and ink, 
where did it come from? It says it is a revelation, If not!! 
then where did it come from? Whatever answers people 
have given has been disproved. Some may say Muham-
mad (pbuh) was the author, whether for i) material gains 
ii) power and glory iii) unity of the Arabs iv) or for moral 
reformation. All these answers fail to prove their points. 
Some may say he copied, while others may say that he 
was a liar and a crazy person. All of these are ideas with-
out a logical explanation. In fact, the alternatives have 
been exhausted. The Qur’an earns your respect because 
you cannot disqualify it. The Qur’an gives the answer 
that it is a revelation from God Almighty.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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The Qur’an reconfirms that it is a revelation from God 
Almighty in several places:

ِم ْ
ِكى َ ِ ٱ¦ْ
ر� ْ

َعِزى

ْ
ِ ٱل

�
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In Surah Al An'am, Chapter 6, Verse 19
In Surah Al An’am, Chapter 6, Verse 92
In Surah Yusuf, Chapter 12, Verses 1 & 2
In Surah Taha, Chapter 20, Verse 113

“Ha Mim, The revelation Of the book is 
from Allah The Exalted in Power, Full 
of Wisdom”

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

Al Qur’an 45:1-2
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In Surah An Naml, Chapter 27, Verse 6
In Surah As Sajdah, Chapter 32, Verses 1-3
In Surah Yasin, Chapter 36, Verses 1-3
In Surah Az Zumar, Chapter 39, Verse 1
In Surah Ghafir, Chapter 40, Verse 2
In Surah Al Jathiyah, Chapter 45, Verse 2
In Surah Ar Rahmaan, Chapter 55, Verses 1-2
In Surah Al Waqiah, Chapter 56, Verses 77-80
In Surah Al Insan, Chapter 76, Verse 23

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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FALSIFICATION
TEST
FALSIFICATION
TEST
FALSIFICATION
TEST888

The scientific community has a different method of
approach. Many people have new theories, but the sci-
entific community does not even bother to listen to 
them. They have a reason and say, “If you have a theory, 
do not bother me with it unless you bring with that 
theory a way to prove that you are wrong.” It is called a 
falsification test. 

This is the same reason why they paid attention to Albert 
Einstein towards the beginning of the century. He came 
up with the new theory and said, “I think the universe 
works like this and there are 3 ways to prove me wrong.” 
The scientists subjected it to tests and within 6 years he 
passed the tests which he offered. This does not prove 
that he is great, but it proves that he deserves to be paid 
attention to, because of the falsification test which accom-
panies his theory.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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Similarly, the Qur’an offers its readers several falsifica-
tion tests. Some of them were only meant for the past, 
and some for all times. The Qur’an says that if this 
book is not what it claims, then all you have to do is this 
or this, to prove that it is false.

I have not come across this unique falsification test in 
any other religious scriptures. The next time you dis-
cuss with anyone regarding religion, ask them “Is there 
anything in your religion which if I could show it to you 
would prove that your religion is wrong.” I doubt if 
anyone else would have anything such as a falsifica-
tion test to offer. A person should not only present his 
belief but should also offer the opposite person a 
chance to prove he is wrong. The Qur’an gives several 
such opportunities to prove it wrong.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1



The Prophet (pbuh) had an uncle who was known by the 
nickname, ‘Abu Lahab’ which means, “Father of the Flame” 
because of his fiery temper. He was one of the staun- 
chest enemies of the Prophet (pbuh) and Islam. He used 
to follow the Prophet (pbuh) and whenever he saw him 
speaking to a stranger, he would wait till they parted 
and then ask the stranger, “What did Muhammad 
(pbuh) tell you? Did he say black? It’s white! Did he say 
morning? It’s night! He used to repeat exactly the oppo-
site of what the Prophet (pbuh) said.

There is a chapter in the Qur’an called Surah Al Lahab 
i.e., Chapter 111 named after Abu Lahab. This chapter 
prophecies that Abu Lahab and his wife will perish in 
the Hellfire. Besides prophesying, it is also indirectly 
saying he will never become a Muslim and therefore 
will enter the Hellfire. This Surah was revealed 10 years 
before he died as an unbeliever in the battle of Badr.

Story of Abu LahabStory of Abu LahabStory of Abu LahabAAA
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It is interesting to note that many of his friends and 
other disbelievers accepted Islam in the span of 10 
years. Since Abu Lahab was very intelligent and one of 
the staunchest enemies of Islam who was always 
eager to try and prove that the Qur’an was false and 
was of human invention, All Abu Lahab had to say was 
‘I am a Muslim’ and the Qur’an would have been proved 
wrong. He did not have to behave like a Muslim. Even if 
he falsely, for namesake said (as he usually did against 
the Prophet) that I am a Muslim, the whole Qur’an 
would have been proved wrong. It is as though the 
Prophet (pbuh) was telling Abu Lahab, you hate me, 
you want to finish me, here say these words, ‘I am a 
Muslim’ and I am finished! Come on, say them.

Imagine, Abu Lahab had 10 years to think over it yet he 
never uttered them. No logical person will ever put 
such a claim in his book unless it is a revelation.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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“Say; If the last home with Allah be for you 
specially, and not for anyone else, then 
seek you for death, if you are sincere.”

“But they will never seek for death, on 
account of the (sins) which their hands 
have sent on before them, and Allah is 
well acquainted with the wrong doers.”

119Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

Al Qur’an 2:94 & 95
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When the Jews came to the Muslims to have a con-
frontation, they said the last home with Allah i.e., Para-
dise is especially meant for the Jews only and not for 
anyone else.

The Qur’an asks them to seek death if they are sincere 
and speaking the truth. The Qur’an continues and says 
they will never seek death, because of the sins they 
have committed. The only thing that the Jews had to 
do to win the argument and to prove the Qur’an wrong 
was to say, ‘we call for death’, even if any single one of 
the Jews would have opted to say, ‘We call for death’ 
just for namesake, not that they actually had to die, the 
Qur’an would have been proved false. It was so easy to 
prove the Qur’an wrong.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1
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The Qur’an continues in Surah Al Baqarah, Chapter 2, 
Verse 96,

ۚ 
۟
وا

ُ
ك َ ْ ËÌ

َ
ں�َ أ ْ


ِذى
�
ٰ َحَيٰوٍة َوِمَن ٱل َÎاِس َع ْحَرَص ٱلن�

َ
ْم أ ُ � �Ð

َ
َتِجد

َ
 َول

َزْحِزِحِهۦ ِمَن ُ
ِ�َما ُهَو �  َسَنٍة و�

َ
ف

ْ
ل
َ
ُر أ ْو ُيَعم�

َ
ْ ل

ُ
Ô

ُ
َحد

َ
 َيَود� أ

َ
ْون

ُ
ا َيْعَمل َ

ِ�� 
ۢ

ٌر ْ
ُ َبِصى َر ۗ َوٱل�� َعم� ن ي�
َ
اِب أ

َ
َعذ

ْ
ٱل

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

“You will indeed find them of all people, 
most greedy of life - even more than the 
idolaters: Each one of them wishes he 
could be given a life of a thousand years: 
But the grant of such life will not save 
him from (due) punishment. For Allah 
sees well all that they do.”

Al Qur’an 2:96
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than the JewsCCC
There are certain falsification tests in the Qur’an which 
are even applicable today and for all times.
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“Strongest among men in enmity to the 
believers will you find the Jews and 
Pagans; and nearest among them in love 
to the believers will you find those who 
say, ‘We are Christians’ because amongst 
these are men devoted to learning and 
men who have renounced the world, and 
they are not arrogant.”

Al Qur’an 5:82
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The Qur’an says that between the two groups of people 
that are the Christians and the Jews, the Christians as 
a whole will treat the Muslims better than the Jews as 
a whole. There are several Jews who have accepted 
Islam while some others are good to the Muslims but 
as a whole the Jews will never be better than the 
Christians to the Muslims. Today the Jews have a good 
opportunity to prove the Qur’an wrong. They have to 
organise themselves and decide as a whole that they 
will treat the Muslims kindly and better than what the 
Christians do for a couple of years, then ask the 
Muslims, who is your best friend in the world? The 
Jews or the Christians? They have not done it yet, but 
the offer still stands open to them and they can still 
prove the Qur’an false.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1



Muslims and Non-Muslims alike claim that the best 
Arabic literature available on the face of the earth is the 
Glorious Qur’an. Its language is rich, noble and eloquent. 
When the pagans alleged that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
forged the Qur’an it immediately challenged them and 
gave them a falsification test.

Produce A Surah Like ItProduce A Surah Like ItProduce A Surah Like ItDDD

First, the challange was to produce a work similar to 
the Qur’ani
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“Say; If the whole of mankind and Jinns 
were to gather together to produce the like 
of this Qur’an they could not produce the 
like there of, even if they backed up each 
other with help and support.”

Al Qur’an 17:88

124Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

The Qur’an repeats the challenges to produce a similar 
work like the Qur’an in Surah At Tur, Chapter 52, Verse 34.
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Later the falsification test was made easier to them.ii
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Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

“Or they may say, He forged it. Say, Bring 
you then ten surahs forged, like unto it, 
and call (to your aid) whomsoever you can, 
other than Allah! If you speak the truth.”

Al Qur’an 11:13



126

No challenge was met and thus the pagans had no 
ground to say that Prophet Muhammad forged it.

The Qur’an repeats the challenge and further simplifies 
the falsification test.iii
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Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

“Or do they say, he forged it? Say: bring 
then a surah like unto it, and call (to your 
aid) anyone you can, besides Allah, if it 
be you speak the truth.”

Al Qur’an 10:38



Finally, the Qur’an put forward a falsification test which is 
the easiest of the easy.iv
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“And if you are in doubt as to what We 
revealed from time to time to Our servant, 
then produce a Surah like thereunto; And 
call your witnesses or helpers (If there are 
any) besides Allah, If your (doubts) are true.”

“But if you cannot - and of a surety you 
cannot - then fear the Fire whose fuel is 
men and stones - which is prepared for 
those who reject faith.”

Al Qur’an 2:23 - 24

The Qur’an says “Mim mislihi” i.e., somewhat similar, it 
does not say “Mislihi” i.e., exactly similar, like in the pre-
vious challenge.
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Criteria for producing a Surah like it
The Qur’an maintains throughout the highest possible 
standard of eloquence in its speech.i
The language of the Qur’an is most clear, meaningful, 
intelligible, unsurpassable, and miraculous.ii
Does not deviate from the truth and still maintains its 
eloquence, rhythm and style unlike the human poetry 
and literature.

iii

The Qur’an repeats several information in different styles 
and sizes, all being of a very high standard that one 
cannot be preferred to another.

iv

It encloses a vast range of meaning in a surprisingly small 
number of words without losing its charm and majesty.v
Ability of the Qur’an to address a multitude of people. The 
same verse of the Qur’an is appreciated by an intelligent 
person as well as a common man.

vi
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Certain surahs of the Qur’an hardly contain 3 verses 
which consists of only a few words, not that people did 
not take up the challenge, the best poets of Arabia at that 
time tried their level best but they miserably failed and 
some of what they produced has been preserved in his-
torical books to show that they were the laughing stock. 
Though they have a similar rhythm to some verses of the 
Qur’an. The context of the verses was trivial and contained 
no wisdom and were hilarious. This is a standing chal-
lenge and a falsification test which is unanswered for the 
past 1400 years and will not be answered till eternity.
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The Qur’an also gives a falsification test which anyone 
in the world can try.

The Qur’an does not contain ContradictionsThe Qur’an does not contain ContradictionsThe Qur’an does not contain ContradictionsEEE
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“Do they not consider The Qur’an (with 
care)? Had it been from other Than Allah, 
they would surely Have found therein 
much discrepancy.”

Al Qur’an 4:82



Today if anyone wants to prove that the Qur’an is not 
the word of God, he just has to point out a single con-
tradiction in the Qur’an. There are many unbelievers 
who have pointed several contradictions in the Qur’an 
but all of them are either out of context, mistransla-
tions, or misquotations. A Maulana, who may be an expert 
in historical knowledge of Qur’an and Islam but may 
not be very well versed in the field of science, if he is 
asked regarding an alleged scientific mistake in the 
Qur’an, he may not be in a position to clarify it. This 
does not indicate that the Qur’an contains a scientific 
discrepancy and is thus not the word of God.

The Qur’an says,
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“Ask the person who is well acquainted with.”

Al Qur’an 16:43



Meaning ask the person who has knowledge about that 
field. If you want to enquire about the scientific knowl-
edge mentioned in the Qur’an, you should ask a scien-
tist. Similarly, if you ask me a question regarding Arabic 
recitation of the Qur’an or if you point out a grammatical 
mistake in the Qur’an, I may not be able to answer your 
question because I am just a student in the field of 
Arabic. Because I am unable to clarify the alleged Arabic 
mistake in the Qur’an that does not prove that the 
Qur’an contains mistakes and is not the word of God. 
The Qur’an says, “Ask the person who is well acquaint-
ed.” Thus, you should ask a Qari, who is an expert in rec-
itation of the Qur’an or a person who is an expert in the 
Arabic grammar.
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If you pose medical and scientific question related 
to the Qur’an, I may be in a better position to clarify, 
not that I am claiming to be an expert in the field but 
because I have studied medicine for 5 and a half years 
before obtaining the MBBS degree.

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1



Dr Zakir Naik

QUESTION AND
ANSWER BUCKET
QUESTION AND
ANSWER BUCKET



It is completely wrong to say that there were several 
versions of the Qur’an, and Uthmaan (ra)  burnt all the 
different versions after authenticating and compiling 
one Qur’an. There was only one Qur’an that was authen-
ticated and compiled under the personal supervision of 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

There were many versions of the Qur’an, all of 
which were burnt by Uthmaan (ra) except for 
one. Therefore, is it not true that the present 
Qur’an is the one compiled by Uthmaan (ra) 
and not the original revelation of God?

Answer

Whenever the Prophet (pbuh) received a revelation, he 
would first memorise it himself and later declare the 
revelation and instruct his Companions who would also 
memorise it. The Prophet (pbuh) would immediately 
ask the scribes to write down the revelation he had 
received, and he would reconfirm and recheck it him-
self. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was an Ummi i.e., one 
who could not read and write. Therefore, after receiving 
each revelation, he would repeat it to his Companions.

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) himself supervised and 
authenticated the written texts of the Qur’an1
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They would write down the revelation, and he would 
recheck it by asking them to read what they had written. If 
there was any mistake, the Prophet (pbuh) would immedi-
ately point it out and have it corrected and rechecked. Sim-
ilarly, he would even recheck and authenticate the portions 
of the Qur’an memorised by the Companions. In this way, 
the complete Qur’an was written down under the personal 
supervision of the Prophet (pbuh).

The complete Qur’an was revealed over a period of 22½ 
years portion by portion, as, and when it was required. 
The Qur’an was not compiled by the Prophet (pbuh) in 
the chronological order of revelation. The order and
sequence of the Qur’an too was Divinely inspired and 
was instructed to the Prophet (pbuh) by Allah (swt) 
through Archangel Jibreel. Whenever a revelation was 
conveyed to his companions, the Prophet (pbuh) would 
also mention in which Surah (Chapter) and after which 
Aayah (Verse) this new revelation should fit.

Every Ramadhaan all the portions of the Qur’an that had 
been revealed, including the order of the Verses, were 
revised, and reconfirmed by the Prophet (pbuh) with 
Archangel Jibreel.

During the last Ramadhaan, before the demise of the 
Prophet (pbuh), the Qur’an was rechecked and recon-
firmed twice.

Order and sequence of the Qur’an was divinely inspired2
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It is therefore clear that the Qur’an was compiled and 
authenticated by the Prophet (pbuh) himself during his 
lifetime, both in the written form as well as in the 
memory of several of his Companions.

The complete Qur’an, along with the correct sequence of 
the Verses, was present during the time of the Prophet 
(pbuh). The Verses, however, were written on separate 
pieces, scrapes of leather, thin flat stones, leaflets, palm 
branches, shoulder blades of camels, etc. After the 
demise of the Prophet (pbuh), Abu Bakr (ra), the first 
caliph of Islam ordered that the Qur’an be copied from the 
various materials on to a common material and place, 
which was in the shape of sheets. These were tied with 
strings so that nothing of the compilation would be lost.

Qur’an copied on one common material3

During the period of Uthmaan (ra), the third Caliph of 
Islam, disputes arose about the correct manner of recit-
ing the Qur’an, due to different dialects. Since Islam had 
spread into different regions, the pronunciation of the 
Qur’an differed in different regions. Hence the need 
arose to circulate the correct text, pronunciation, and 
dialect of the Qur’an in different parts of the world.

Uthmaan (ra) made copies of the Qur’an from the 
original manuscript4
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Many Companions of the Prophet (pbuh) used to write 
down the revelation of the Qur’an on their own whenever 
they heard it from the lips of the Prophet (pbuh). How-
ever, what they wrote was not personally verified by the 
Prophet (pbuh) and thus could contain mistakes. All the 
Verses revealed to the Prophet (pbuh) may not have 
been heard personally by all the Companions. There 
were high possibilities of different portions of the 
Qur’an being missed by different Companions.

Uthmaan (ra) borrowed the original manuscript of the 
Qur’an, which was authorised by the beloved Prophet 
(pbuh), from Hafsah (ra), the Prophet’s wife. Uthmaan 
(ra) ordered the four Companions who were among the 
scribes who wrote the Qur’an when the Prophet (pbuh) 
dictated it, led by Zaid bin Thabit (ra) to rewrite the 
script in several perfect copies. These were sent by Uth-
maan (ra) to the main centers of Muslims. Uthmaan (ra) 
only appealed to the people to destroy all those copies 
which did not match the original manuscript of the 
Qur’an in order to preserve the original text of the 
Qur’an. Two such copies of the copied text of the origi-
nal Qur’an authenticated by the Prophet (pbuh) are yet 
present to this day, one at the museum in Tashkent in 
erstwhile Soviet Union and the other at the Topkapi 
Museum in Istanbul, Turkey.
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The original manuscript of the Qur’an does not have the 
signs indicating the vowels in Arabic script. These vowels 
are known as Tashkil, Zabar, Zair, Paish in Urdu and as 
Fathah, Dhamma and Kasra in Arabic. The Arabs did not 
require the vowel signs and diacritical marks for correct 
pronunciation of the Qur’an since it was their mother 
tongue. For Muslims of non-Arab origin, however, it was 
difficult to recite the Qur’an correctly without the vowels. 
These marks were introduced into the Qur’anic script 
during the time of the fifth ‘Umayyad’ Caliph, Abdul Malik 
bin Marwaan (66-86 Hijri / 685-705 CE) and during the 
governorship of Al Hajjaaj in Iraq.

Some people argue that the present copy of the Qur’an 
that we have along with the vowels and the diacritical 
marks is not the same original Qur’an that was present at 
the Prophet’s time. But they fail to realise that the word 
‘Qur’an’ means a recitation. Therefore, the preservation 
of the recitation of the Qur’an is important, irrespective 
of whether the script is different or whether it contains 
vowels. If the pronunciation and the Arabic are the same, 
naturally, the meaning remains the same too.

Diacritical marks were added for non-Arabs5
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Allah has promised in the Qur’an:

Allah Himself has promised to guard the Qur’an6
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“We have, without doubt, sent down the 
Message; and We will assuredly Guard it 
(from corruption).”

Al Qur’an 15:9
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Alif Laam Meem, Yaa Seen, Haa Meem, etc. are known 
as Al-Muqatt’aat i.e. the abbreviated letters. There are 
29 letters in the Arabic Alphabet (if Hamza and Alif are 
considered as two letters) and there are 29 Surahs i.e. 
Chapters in the Glorious Qur’an that have the abbreviat-
ed letters prefixed to them. These abbreviated letters 
sometimes occur singly, sometimes in a combination 
of two letters and sometimes in a combination of three, 
four or five letters.

Why do certain Surahs in the Qur’an begin with 
‘Alif Laam Meem’, ‘Haa Meem’, ‘Yaa Seen’ and 
what is the significance of such terms or phrases?

Abbreviated Letters1

a Three Surahs are prefixed with only one letter:

i Surah Saad Chapter 38 with Saad

ii Surah Qaaf Chapter 50 with Qaaf

iii Surah Noon or Al Qalam Chapter 68 with Noon

Answer
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b The combination of two letters occurs in 
ten Surahs:  

i Surah Taa Haa Chapter 20 has Taa Haa

ii Surah An Naml Chapter 27 has Taa Seen

iii Surah Yaa Seen Chapter 36 has Yaa Seen

i Surah Ghaafir or Al Mu’min Chapter 40

ii Surah Fussilat or Haa Meem Chapter 41

iii Surah Ash Shooraa Chapter 42

iv Surah Az Zukhruf Chapter 43

v Surah Ad Dukhaan Chapter 44

vi Surah Al Jaathiyah Chapter 45

vii Surah Al Ahqaaf Chapter 46

Three of them occur only once each:

Haa Meem occurs in seven consecutive Surahs from 
Surah 40 to Surah 46:
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c There are three combinations of three letters each 
occurring in 13 Surahs.

i Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2

ii Surah Aali ‘Imran Chapter 3

iii Surah Al ‘Ankaboot Chapter 29

iv Surah Ar Room Chapter 30

v Surah Luqmaan Chapter 31

vi Surah As Sajdah Chapter 32

i Surah Yoonus Chapter 10

ii Surah Hood Chapter 11

iii Surah Yoosuf Chapter 12

iv Surah Ibraaheem Chapter 14

v Surah Al Hijr Chapter 15

Alif Laam Meem occurs in six Surahs:

Alif Laam Raa occurs in five Surahs from Surah 10 to 
Surah 15 except Surah 13:

143Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1



ii Surah Al Qasas Chapter 28

i Surah Ash Shu’araa Chapter 26

ii Surah Ar Raa’d Chapter 13: Alif Laam Meem Raa

i Surah Al A’raaf Chapter 7: Alif Laam Meem Saad

Taa Seen Meem occurs in two Surahs:

Surah Ash Shooraa Chapter 42 has a double combina-
tion of abbreviated letters, one set of two letters fol-
lowed by one set of three letters.

d Combination of four letters occurs twice:

ii Surah Ash Shooraa Chapter 42 begins with Haa Meem 
‘Ayn Seen Qaaf

i Surah Maryam Chapter 19 begins with Kaaf Haa Yaa 
‘Ayn Saad

e Combination of five letters occurs twice:
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The meaning and purpose of these letters is uncer-
tain. There have been a variety of explanations offered 
by Muslim scholars through the ages. A few among 
them are:

Meanings of these abbreviated letters2

i These letters might be abbreviations for certain sentences 
and words for instance, Alif Laam Meem means ‘Ana-Alla-
hu-a’Lam’ or Noon meaning Noor (light), etc.

ii These letters are not abbreviations but symbols and names 
of Allah or something else.

iii These letters were used for rhyming.

iv These letters have some numerical significance as the 
semitic letters also have numerical values.

v These letters were used to attract the attention of the 
Prophet (and later his audience). Several volumes have 
been written on the significance of these abbreviations.
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Of all the explanations given by various scholars, the 
one which is authentic and also supported by Tafsir of 
Ibn Katheer, Zamakshari and Ibn Taiymiyyah (ra) is 
the following:

The human body, clay and dust are composed of the 
same fundamental elements. Yet it would be absurd 
to say that a human being is exactly the same as the 
dust. We can all go to the market and purchase or 
have access to the elements that are found in the 
human body and add a few gallons of water. This is 
the constitution of the human body. We know the ele-
ments in the human body and yet we cannot under-
stand the secret of life.

Similarly, the Qur’an addresses those people who 
reject its Divine authority. It tells them that this Qur’an, 
is in your own language, and composed of the same 
letter over which the Arabs took pride. The Arabs were 
very proud of their language and Arabic was at its 
peak when the Qur’an was revealed. With the letters 
Alif Laam Meem, Yaa Seen, Haa-Meem, etc., (in Engl-
lish we would say A, B, C, D) the Qur’an challenges 
mankind to produce a Surah at least somewhat simi-
lar to the Qur’an in beauty and eloquence, if they doubt 
its authenticity.

Best explanation of abbreviated letters3
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Initially, the Qur’an challenges all the men and Jinn to 
produce a recital like the Qur’an and adds that they 
would not be able to do it even if they back each other. 
This challenge is mentioned in Surah Al Israa’ Chapter 
17 Verse 88 and in Surah Al Toor Chapter 52 Verse 34. 
Later the Qur’an repeats the challenge in Surah Hood 
Chapter 11 Verse 13 by saying produce ten Surahs like 
it and later in Surah Yunus Chapter 10 Verse 38 produce 
one Surah like it and finally the easiest challenge is 
given in Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verses 23 and 24.
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“And if you are in doubt as to what We 
have revealed from time to time to Our 
servant, then produce a Surah like 
thereunto; and call your witnesses or 
helpers (if there are any) besides Allah if 
your doubts are true.

But if you cannot - and of a surety you 
cannot - then fear the fire whose fuel is 
men and stones - which is prepared for 
those who reject faith.”

Al Qur’an 2:23-24
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To compare the skill of two artisans, they must be 
given samples of the same raw material and their per-
formance is evaluated in performing the same task. If 
they are tailors, they must be provided with the same 
fabrics.

The raw materials of the Arabic language are these let-
ters Alif Laam Meem, Yaa Seen (in English it is A, B, C, 
D, etc.) The miraculous nature of the language of the 
Qur’an does not lie only in the fact that it is the Word of 
Allah, but also in the fact that although it is made up of 
the same letters in which the pagan Arabs took pride, it 
has not been rivalled. The Arabs are noted for their 
rhetoric ability, eloquence, and meaningful expression. 
Just as the constituents of the human body are known 
to us and can be obtained by us, the letters comprising 
the Qur’an, such as Alif Laam Meem are known to us, 
and used frequently to formulate words. Life cannot be 
created by us, even if we possess knowledge of the 
constituents of the human body. Similarly, we cannot 
produce the same eloquence and beauty of expression 
that we find in the Qur’an, despite knowing the letters 
that constitute the Qu’ran. The Qur’an thus proves its 
Divine origin.



Therefore, immediately after these broken letters are 
mentioned in the Qur’an, the following Verses speak 
about the miracle of the Qur’an, and its authority, e.g. 
in Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verses 1-2:

Miraculous quality of the Qur’an mentioned immediately 
after these broken letters4
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“Alif Laam Meem. This is the Book; in it is 
guidance sure, without doubt, to those 
who fear Allah.”

Al Qur’an 2:1-2
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According to Arun Shourie, there is a mathe-
matical error in the Qur’an. In Chapter 4 Verses 
11 and 12 when you add up the different parts 
of inheritance given to the heirs, it is more than 
one. Therefore, the author of the Qur’an does 
not know mathematics.

Answer

The Qur’an mentions about inheritance in many places, 

in: Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 180

Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 240

Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 7 to 9

Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 19 and 33

Surah Al Maa‘idah Chapter 5 Verses 105 and 108

Surah Al Maa‘idah Chapter 5 Verses 105 and 108

Regarding the share of inheritance it is clearly given in 
Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 11, 12 and 176. Let 
us examine these Verses quoted by Arun Shourie:
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“Allah (swt) (thus) directs you as regards 
your children’s (inheritance): to the male, a 
portion equal to that of two females: if 
only daughters, two or more, their share is 
two-thirds of the inheritance; if only one, 
her share is a half. For parents, a sixth 
share of the inheritance to each, if the 
deceased left children; if no children, and 
the parents are the (only) heirs, the mother 
has a third; if the deceased left brothers 
(or sisters) the mother has a sixth. (The 
distribution in all cases is) after the 
payment of legacies and debts. You know 
not whether your parents or your children 
are nearest to you in benefit. These are 
settled portions ordained by Allah; and 
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.”

“In what your wives leave, your share is a 
half, if they leave no child; but if they leave 
a child, you get a fourth; after payment of 
legacies and debts. In what you leave, 
their share is a fourth, if you leave no child; 
but if you leave a child, they get an eighth; 
after payment of legacies and debts.”

Al Qur’an 4:11-12
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Islam explains the law of inheritance in great detail. The 
broad and basic outline is given in the Qur’an and the min- 
ute details are given in the Ahadith i.e., the tradition and 
sayings of the Prophet (pbuh). A person can spend his full 
life only on the research of the Islamic law of inheritance 
with its various permutations and combinations. Arun 
Shourie expects to know the law only by superficially read-
ing two Verses of the Qur’an without knowing the criteria.

It is similar to a person who wants to solve a mathematical 
equation but does not know the basic rule of mathematics, 
i.e., BODMAS which says that in a mathematical equation, 
irrespective of which mathematical sign appears first, you 
will first solve BODMAS: 1st Brackets Off, 2nd Division, 3rd 
Multiplication, 4th Addition and 5th Subtraction. If Arun 
Shourie does not know mathematics and first does multi-
plication then subtraction, then brackets off, then division 
and finally addition, the answer that he will obtain is bound 
to be wrong.

Similarly, when the Qur’an mentions the law of inheri-
tance in Surah An Nisaa’ Chapter 4 Verses 11 and 12, 
even though the children’s share is mentioned first and 
then that of the parents and spouses, according to the 
law of inheritance in Islam after paying off the debts 
and liabilities first, the share is given to the spouses and 
the parents depending on whether the deceased has 
left children or not, and whatever portion of wealth is 
remaining is divided between the sons and the daugh-
ters according to their respective shares.

So where does the question arise of the total coming to 
more than one? So, it is not Allah who does not know 
mathematics, but it is Arun Shourie himself who is igno-
rant about mathematics.



The Qur’an says that Allah has made the earth 
for humans as a carpet, which gives an indica-
tion that the earth is flat. Does this not contra-
dict modern science?

Answer

The question refers to a Verse from the Qur’an in 
Surah Nooh:

But the sentence in the above Verse is not complete. It 
continues in the next Verse, explaining the previous 
Verse. It says:

Earth made as a carpet1

“And Allah has made the earth for you as a 
carpet (spread out).”

Al Qur’an 71:19

“That you may go about therein, in 
spacious roads.”

Al Qur’an 71:20
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A similar message is repeated in Surah Taa Haa:

The surface of the earth i.e., the earth’s crust is less 
than 30 kms or 18 miles in thickness and is very thin as 
compared to the radius of the earth, which is about 
6371 kms or 3959 miles. The deeper layers of the earth 
are very hot, fluid, and hostile to any form of life. The 
earth’s crust is a solidified shell on which we can live. 
The Qur’an rightly refers to it like a carpet spread out, so 
that we can travel along its roads and paths.

Not a single Verse of the Qur’an says that the earth is 
flat. The Qur’an only compares the earth’s crust with 
a carpet. Some people have a misconception that 
carpet can only be put on an absolute flat surface. It 
is very possible to spread a carpet on a large sphere 
such as the earth. It can easily be demonstrated by 
taking a huge model of the earth’s globe covering it 
with a carpet. Carpet is generally put on a surface, 
which is not very comfortable to walk on.

Carpet can also be spread on other than an absolute 
flat surface2

“He Who has made for you the earth like a 
carpet spread out; has enabled you to go 
about therein by roads (and channels)...”

Al Qur’an 20:53
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The Qur’an describes the earth’s crust as a carpet, 
without which human beings would not be able to 
survive because of the hot fluid, and hostile environ-
ment beneath it. The Qur’an is thus not only logical, 
but also mentioning a scientific fact that was discov-
ered by geologists centuries later.

Similarly, the Qur’an says in several Verses that the 
earth has been spread out.

Similarly, the Qur’an also mentions in several other 
Verses that the earth is an expanse:

Earth has been spread out3

“Have We not made the earth as a wide 
expanse.”

“And the mountains as pegs?” 

Al Qur’an 78:6-7

“And We have spread out the (spacious) 
earth: how excellently We do spread out!”

Al Qur’an 51:48
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None of these Verses of the Qur’an contain even the 
slightest implication that the earth is flat. It only indi-
cates that the earth is spacious and the reason for this 
spaciousness of the earth is mentioned. The Glorious 
Qur’an says:

Therefore, none can give the excuse, that he could 
not do good and was forced to do evil because of the 
surroundings and circumstances.

The Qur’an mentions the actual shape of the earth in 
the following Verse:

Earth is Geospherical in Shape4

“O My servants who believe! Truly, 
spacious is My Earth: therefore, serve you 
Me – (And Me alone)!”

Al Qur’an 29:56

“And we have made the earth egg shaped.”

Al Qur’an 79:30
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The Arabic word ‘Dahaha’ means egg-shaped. It also 
means an expanse. 

‘Dahaha’ is derived from Duhiya, which specifically refers 
to the egg of an ostrich, which is geospherical in shape, 
exactly like the shape of the earth. Thus, the Qur’an and 
modern established science are in perfect harmony.
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Answer

The Glorious Qur’an says:

Allah has set a seal on the heart of the Kaafirs1

The Qur’an says that Allah has put a seal on the 
hearts of the Kaafirs and they will not believe. 
Science tells us today that the brain is respon-
sible for understanding and believing and not 
the heart. Isn’t this contradicting Science?
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“As to those who reject Faith it is the same 
to them whether you warn them or do not 
warn them; they will not believe.

Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on 
their hearing, and on their eyes is a veil - 
Great is the penalty they incur.”

Al Qur’an 2:6-7
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The Arabic word ‘Qalb’ used in these Verses means the 
heart. It also means intelligence. Thus, the above Verses 
also mean that Allah has put a seal on the intelligence 
of the Kaafirs (unbelievers) and they will not understand 
and believe.

The word ‘Qalb’ in Arabic means heart as well as intelligence2

In the Arabic language the word ‘Qalb’ which means 
‘heart’ is also used for one’s centre of understanding.

In the Arabic language heart is also used as a centre
of understanding3

Even in English language there are several words 
which are used to explain something, though the liter-
al meaning of these words is different. Consider the 
following examples:

Several words used in English language whose literal 
meaning is different4

The word ‘lunatic’ literally means ‘struck by the 
moon’. Today people use the word lunatic for a 
person who is insane or mentally unstable. People 
very well know that a mad or a mentally unstable 
person is not struck by the moon. Yet even a medi-
cal doctor uses this word. This is how a language 
is developed.

a Lunatic - struck by the moon
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The word ‘disaster’ literally means an evil star. 
Today the word disaster is used for a great or 
sudden misfortune or calamity. We know very well 
that a misfortune has nothing to do with an evil star.

b Disaster – An evil star

The word trivial literally means where three roads 
meet. Today the word trivial is used for something 
of small nature or little importance. We know very 
well that something of small value has nothing to 
do with where three roads meet.

c Trivial – three roads meet

Sunrise literally means rising of the sun. Today 
when the word sunrise is used most of the people 
know that the earth is rotating and is moving in rela-
tion to the sun. Most of us know that the sun does 
not rise during sunrise. However even an astrono-
mer uses the word sunrise. Similarly, we know that 
during sunset, the sun does not actually set.

d Sunrise and Sunset
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In the English language heart means an organ in the 
body which pumps blood. The same word heart is also 
used for the center of thought, love, and emotion. 
Today we know that brain is the center of thought, love, 
and emotion. Yet while expressing emotions a person 
is likely to say, ‘I love you from the bottom of my 
heart’. Imagine a scientist telling his wife, ‘I love you 
from the bottom of my heart’ and the wife replies, 
“Don’t you even know the basics of science, that the 
brain is responsible for the emotions and not the 
heart?” In fact, you should say, “I love you from the 
bottom of my brain.”

In the English language heart is the centre of love 
and emotion5

No Arab will ever ask the question as to why Allah has 
sealed the hearts of the Kaafir because he knows that 
in this context it refers to the center of thought, under-
standing and emotions.

Arabs know that heart is also used for centre of 
thought and understanding6
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At one place the Qur’an mentions that man is 
created from sperm and in another place, it 
mentions that man is created from dust. 
Doesn’t the Qur’an contradict itself?

Answer

The Qur’an also mentions in several places that 
humans were created from dust. The following Verse 
makes a reference to the origin of humans:

The Qur’an mentions that the human beings are created 
from sperm, in several Verses including the following 
Verse from Surah Al Qiyaamah, Chapter No. 75, Verse 
No. 37:

Man created from sperm and dust1
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“Was he not a drop of sperm emitted (in 
lowly form)?”

Al Qur’an 75:37
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We now know that all the elements present in the 
human body, i.e., the constituents of the human body 
are all present in the earth in small or great quantities. 
Scientifically it gives weightage to the Qur’anic Verse 
that says that man was created from dust. In certain 
Verses, the Qur’an says that man was created from 
sperm, while in other Verses it says that man was cre-
ated from dust. However, this is not a contradiction. 
Contradiction means statements, which are opposite 
or conflicting and cannot both be true simultaneously.

In certain places the Qur’an also says that man was 
created from water. For instance, in Surah Al Furqaan 
it says:

Man created from water2

“It is He Who has Created man from water…”

Al Qur’an 25:54

“(Consider) that We created you out of dust.”

Al Qur’an 22:5
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Suppose I say that in order to make a cup of tea one 
needs water. One also needs tea leaves or tea powder. 
The two statements are not contradictory since both 
water and tea leaves are required in order to make a cup 
of tea. Furthermore, if I want sweet tea, I can even add 
sugar. Thus, there is no contradiction in the Qur’an when 
it says that man is created from sperm, dust  and water. 
It is not a contradiction but a contradistinction. Contra-
distinction means speaking about two different con-
cepts on the same subject without conflict. For instance, 
if I say that a man is always honest, kind, and loving, it is 
a contradistinction, but if I say that the man is always 
truthful and a habitual liar then it is a contradiction.

It is a Contradistinction and not Contradiction3
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Science has proved all the three statements to be correct. 
Man has been created from sperm, dust as well as water.



Answer

Many people believe that the Qur’an claims that Allah 
alone knows the sex of the child in the mother’s 
womb. The Glorious Qur’an says:

Allah has knowledge of all things1

The Qur’an says that only Allah knows the sex 
of the child in the womb of the mother but 
now science has advanced, and we can easily 
determine the sex of the child in the womb by 
Ultrasonography. Isn’t this Verse of the Qur’an 
conflicting with Science?
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“Verily the knowledge of the Hour is with 
Allah (alone). It is He who sends down rain, 
and He who knows what is in the wombs….”

Al Qur’an 31:34
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A similar message is given in the following Verse:

Today science is advanced, and we can easily deter-
mine the sex of the child in the womb of a pregnant 
mother, using ultrasonography.

Sex can be determined by Ultrasonography2

It is true that many translations and commentaries of 
this Verse of the Glorious Qur’an say that only Allah 
knows the sex of the child in the mother’s womb. If 
you read the Arabic text of this Verse, there is no 
Arabic word corresponding to the English word ‘sex’. 
In fact, the Qur’an says the knowledge of what is in 
the womb is with Allah alone. Many commentators 
have misunderstood it to mean only Allah knows the 
sex of the child in the womb which is a mistake.

The word ‘sex’ is not mentioned in the Verse of 
the Qur’an3
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“Allah doth know what every female 
(womb) does bear, by how much the 
wombs fall short (of their time or number) 
or do exceed. Every single thing is before 
His sight, in (due) proportion.”

Al Qur’an 13:8
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This Verse does not refer to the sex of the child in the 
womb, but it refers to how the child in the mother’s 
womb will be. How will his nature be? Will he be a bless-
ing or a curse to his parents? Will he be a boon or a bane 
of the society? Will he be good or evil? Will he go to 
heaven or hell? The complete knowledge of all things is 
with Allah alone. No scientist in the world, no matter 
how advanced his equipment is, will ever be able to acc- 
urately determine the knowledge of these things about 
the child in the mother’s womb.

No one besides Allah can determine the nature4
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Answer

The Qur’an says in two Verses, (22:47 and 32:5), that 
the measure of one day in the sight of Allah is equal to 
1,000 years of our reckoning. In another Verse (70:4) it 
says that the measure of one day in the sight of Allah 
is equal to 50,000 years of our reckoning. These 
Verses generally mean that the time of Allah (swt) is 
incomparable to the earthly time. The examples given 
are of one thousand years and fifty thousand years of 
the earthly time. In other words, thousands of years or 
a very, very long time of the earth is equal to a day in 
the sight of Allah.

Time of Allah is incomparable to earthly time1

A particular Verse of the Qur’an says that one 
day in the sight of Allah is equal to 1000 years. 
In another Verse of the Qur’an, it says that one 
day is equal to 50,000 years. Isn’t the Qur’an 
contradicting itself?
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The Arabic word used in all these three Verses is ‘yaum’, 
which, besides meaning a day also means a long 
period, or an epoch. If you translate the word yaum cor-
rectly as ‘period’ there will be no confusion.

When the unbelievers asked to hasten the punishment, 
the Qur’an says that Allah will not fail in His promise. 
Verily a period in the sight of Allah is like a thousand 
years of your reckoning.

‘Yaum’ also means Period2

a The Verse from Surah Al Hajj reads as:
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“Yet they ask you to hasten on the 
Punishment! But Allah will not fail in His 
promise. Verily a Day in the sight of your Lord 
is like a thousand years of your reckoning”.

Al Qur’an 22:47
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The Verse from Surah As Sajdah says:

“He rules (all) affairs from the heavens to 
the earth: in the end will (all affairs) go up 
To Him, on a Day, the space whereof will be 
(as) a thousand years of your reckoning”.

Al Qur’an 32:5

َ
ن

َ
Æ َيْوٍم ْ ِ

�
ْيِه �

َ
� َيْعُرُج ِإل ُ ْرِض =�

َ¾ ْ
ْ ٱ· ِء ِإ>َ

à
َما ْمَر ِمَن ٱلس�

َ¾ ْ
ُ ٱ· ّ

ِ×�
َ

 ُيد
َ

ْون
Ì

ُعد
َ
ا ت �

ّ
 َسَنٍة ِ�

َ
ف

ْ
ل
َ
ۥٓ أ اُرُه

َ
د

ْ
ِمق

This Verse indicates that a period required for all the 
affairs to go up to Allah (swt), is a thousand years of 
our reckoning.



c The period for two different acts need not be the 
same. For example the period required for me to 
travel from Mumbai to destination ‘A’ say Panvel is 
one hour and the period required for me to travel to 
destination ‘B’ i.e. Srinagar is 50 hours. This does 
not indicate that I am making two contradictory 
statements. Thus the Verses of the Qur’an not only 
do not contradict each other, they are also in perfect 
harmony with established modern scientific facts.
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This Verse means that the period required for angels 
and the spirits to ascend unto Allah (swt) is fifty thou-
sand years.

b A Verse from Surah Al-Maa’arij says:

“The angels and the spirit ascend unto 
Him in a Day the measure whereof is (as) 
fifty thousand years”.

Al Qur’an 70:4
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Answer

Surah Al Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 34

Surah Al A’raaf Chapter 7 Verse 11

Surah Al Hijr Chapter 15 Verses 28-31

Surah Al Israa’ Chapter 17 Verse 61

Surah Taa Haa Chapter 20 Verse 116

Surah Saad Chapter 38 Verses 71-74

This is mentioned in:

The story of Adam and Iblees is mentioned in the 
Qur’an in various places in which Allah (swt)  says,

Incidence of Iblees and Angel mentioned in the Qur’an1

The Qur’an in several places says that Iblees 
was an angel, but in Surah Al Kahf, it says that 
Iblees was a Jinn. Isn’t this a contradiction in 
the Qur’an?

“We said to the angels bow down to Adam: 
and they bowed down: not so Iblees.”

Al Qur’an 70:4
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But in Surah Al Kahf Chapter 18 Verse 50, the Qur’an says:

The English translation of the first part of the Verse ‘We 
said to the angels bow down to Adam: they bowed 
down except Iblees’, gives us the impression that Iblees 
was an angel. The Qur’an was revealed in Arabic. In 
Arabic grammar there is a rule known as ‘Taghleeb’,
according to which, if the majority is addressed even 
the minority is included. If for example, I address an
audience of 100 people of whom 99 are doctors and 
one is an engineer, and if I say in Arabic that all the doc-
tors should stand up, it includes the engineer as well. I 
need not mention him separately.

Similarly in the Qur’an, when Allah addressed the angels, 
even Iblees was present, but it is not required that he be 
mentioned separately. Therefore, according to that
sentence Iblees may be an angel or may not be an angel 
but we come to know from Surah Al Kahf Chapter 18 
Verse 50 that Iblees was a Jinn. Nowhere does the 
Qur’an say that Iblees was an angel. Therefore, there is 
no contradiction in the Qur’an.

Arabic Rule of Taghleeb1
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“Behold! We said to the angels, ‘Bow down 
to Adam.’ They bowed down except 
Iblees. He was one of the Jinns…”

Is the Qur’an God’s Word? – Part 1

ِنّ ِ×
ْ

 ِمَن ٱ�
َ

ن
َ

Æ ِإْبِلْيَس 
à �
 ِإ·

۟
ٓوا

ُ
َسَجد

َ
اَدَم ف ـ+  ِل

۟
وا

ُ
د ُ ×

ْ
ِة ٱ*

َ
ِئك ùـ لَ َ َنا ِل±ْ

ْ
ل
ُ
 ق

ْ
 َوِإذ

Al Qur’an 18:50



Secondly, Jinns have a freewill and may or may not 
obey Allah, but angels have no freewill and always obey 
Allah. Therefore, the question of an angel disobeying 
Allah does not arise. This further supplements that 
Iblees was a Jinn and not an angel.

Jinns have freewill and can disobey Allah2
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