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“That which is on earth we have made but as a 
glittering show for the earth, in order that We 
may test them - as to which of them are best 
in conduct.

Verily what is on earth we shall make but as 
dust and dry soil (without growth or herbage).”

Al Qur’an 18:7-8

1THE REALITY
AND PURPOSE
OF LIFE

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3
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In Aayah number seven and eight of Surah Al Kahf, Allah (swt) deliv-
ered the fact about this life and its purpose, saying, we have made 
whatever is on earth as an adornment for it, in order to test them 
which one of them is best in deeds. Then He (swt) said in the fol-
lowing Aayah, that the time will come when He will make everything 
on earth a barren waste.

Then He (swt) said, "Do you think that the story of the sleepers of 
the cave and the record is the most amazing of all of our signs?” 
No, it is not more amazing than the previous Aayah, namely, the 
creation of the heavens and the earth, adorning the earth with all 
types of adornments and ornaments in order to be a test for those 
who are living on it. 

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3
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“Or do you reflect that the Companions of the 
Cave and of the Inscription were wonders among 
Our Signs?

Behold, the youths betook themselves to the 
Cave they said, ‘Our Lord! bestow on us Mercy 
from Yourself, and dispose of our affair for us 
in the right way!’”

Al Qur’an 18:9-10

2 THE DECISION
TO LIVE
ISOLATED

Allah (swt) informed us that those youth took shelter in the cave 
and abandoned everything in life even though they came from rich 
and wealthy families, for the sake of Allah.

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3
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‘Al Fityah’, the youth of the cave, sacrificed everything for the sake 
of their faith, and were very cautious not to be discovered. They 
thought if they were discovered, they would be stoned to death, 
and they would lose the way to eternal success, should they obey 
their people and leave their faith.

You may take the decision to live isolated only whenever you fear 
that if you mingle with people, you will lose faith. But if the commu-
nity has good and bad people in it, then it is better to mingle with 
them to start enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil, 
instead of being passive and self-centred.

This way it gives them a great opportunity to learn from you.

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

The Prophet (pbuh) said,
 "The one who mixes with people and is patient 
with their harm is better than the one who 
does not mix with people and is not patient 
with their harm."
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3PRAYER
AND THE
QUICK RELIEF

In a cave barren of all promises of life, they put their trust in Allah 
and were certain that He will support them and will spread out in 
the cave of His mercy. 

They made the Du'aa: “O our lord, bestow upon us mercy from your-
self, and dispose of our affairs for us in the right way.”

‘Ad Du’a’ is the sharpest weapon of a believer. Make Du'aa; that is 
your part and leave with full trust the response to Allah. When you 
made Du’a, do not ask, “How is Allah going to deliver relief?” This is 
none of your business.

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

"Whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty 
towards Allah, Allah will give him a way out (of 
every hardship and difficulty), and We will pro-
vide for him, from means and ways which he 
could never imagine."

Al Qur’an 65:2-3
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4 ALLAH'S CARE FOR
THE ‘SLEEPERS OF
THE CAVE’

What did Allah do for the People of the Cave?

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

He cast asleep on them, despite their extreme anxiety, for 
309 years. He put a cover over their hearing, so as not to be 
disturbed by anything.

i

Amongst the means of His Mercy for the youth in the cave is 
how Allah (swt) kept flipping them while they were asleep or 
semi-dead, flipping them to the right and to the left, so that 
the earth would not devour their bodies.

ii
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Is the One who created the creation in the first place not able to 
revive it?

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

The entire sun would change its course only when it comes 
across the cave, at sunrise and sunset. So, it would incline 
away towards the right from their cave so that it would not 
hurt them at sunrise and towards the left it would incline 
away at sunset so that it would not hurt them.

iii

Then He brought them back to life, so that people would real-
ise that Allah the Almighty is capable of bringing the dead 
back to life.

iv



LESSON 1

TAFSIR OF VERSE 27 
SURAH AL KAHF

LESSON 2
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5VALUABLE
COMMANDMENTS 

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

“And recite (and teach) what has been revealed 
to you of the Book of your Lord: none can change 
His Words, and none will you find as a refuge 
other than Him.”

Al Qur’an 18:27
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Here are a few divine instructions to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), 
and obviously, to his Ummah:

The first one was concerning the regular recitation of Allah's 
words. Allah said, O Muhammad, recite whatever has been 
revealed unto you from your Lord, i.e., the Qur’an. None can 
change His words — and this is a divine promise of the pres-
ervation of the Qur’an forever— And you will never find refuge 
except in Him. So, it should be recited, should be followed, 
and implemented, for it is guidance, a remedy and cure.

i

The second would be concerning hanging around with the 
believers and to keep yourself patient with them.

ii
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6 SOME OF THE VIRTUES
OF RECITATION OF
THE QUR'AN 

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

The Prophet (pbuh) said,
“The example of a person who recites the 
Qur’an, his rank is already there amongst the 
noble angels, and the example of a person who 
recites the Qur’an and struggles, he shall receive 
double reward.”

i

Based on this, if somebody is getting 10 good deeds for each letter, 
he gets 20 as long as he is making an effort, and indeed Allah will 
make it easy for him to recite and comprehend the Qur’an because 
he is making an effort.
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“Once the Prophet (pbuh) asked his compan-
ions, ‘Who would like to go and collect the two 
camels every morning and come back for free?’ 
They all said, all of us. He said, ‘If you were to go 
in the morning to the Masjid, and learn two 
Aayahs, that is indeed better for you than get-
ting two camels for free or two she-camels.’
And he said, ‘If you learn three Aayaat, it will be 
better than three camels. And any number of 
the Aayaat that you learn will be definitely 
better than any number of the camels or the 
she-camels of the best.’”

ii



The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“If anyone has been blessed by Allah (swt) with 
the memorisation of the entire Qur’an and he 
still thinks that anyone is better than him or 
superior to him, (perhaps because of wealth, 
because of position, because of job), then he 
has indeed belittled Allah’s favour upon him.”

iii

The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Indeed, fasting and the recitation of the Qur’an 
will intercede for the person on the Day of 
Judgment.”

iv



LESSON 1

TAFSIR OF VERSES 28 & 29 
SURAH AL KAHF

LESSON 3
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7CHOOSE YOUR
COMPANY

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

“And keep your soul content with those who call 
on their Lord morning and evening, seeking His 
Face; and let not your eyes pass beyond them, 
seeking the pomp and glitter of this Life; nor 
obey any whose heart We have permitted to 
neglect the remembrance of Us, one who fol-
lows his own desires, whose case has gone 
beyond all bounds.”

Al Qur’an 18:28
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Be patient with the good companionsi

"Keep yourself patient with those who invoke and pray to the Lord 
in the morning, and in the evening, seeking His countenance.”

The word ‘Wajh’ literally means face. Wajhah means His face. And 
the pronoun here refers to Allah, and so the referent is Allah's face, 
and the meaning is, seek therewith the pleasure of Allah.
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Distancing oneself from bad companyii

Allah says in the same verse, "And do not turn your eyes away from 
them, (i.e., do not be distracted by others like the elite, the high- 
class people), desiring the glitter of this world.”

Then another prohibition, "do not obey him, whose heart We have 
made heedless of Our remembrance."
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The reason of the revelation of these commandmentsiii

The reason of the revelation of this Aayah is that some elite people 
wanted to have special meeting with the Prophet (pbuh) to the 
exclusion of the poor people, so as to be given precedence and 
esteemed superior to the poor people who were really sincere 
learners and more loving to the Prophet (pbuh) and the guidance he 
provided. Allah warned him of such discrimination.

That is the same reason Abu Jahl did not accept Islam. Umaiyah Ibn 
Khalaf did not accept Islam. That is the same reason Shaitaan, 
(Satan) refused to bow down to Adam (pbuh), and he was destined 
to the Hellfire forever. It is all Kibr.
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'Kibr' definediv

The Prophet (pbuh) said,
"Whoever has an atom’s weight of Kibr, or arro-
gance, in one’s heart shall not enter Paradise… 
Arrogance is rejecting the truth, and looking 
down on people."
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8FREE
CHOICE 

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

“Say, ‘The truth is from your Lord’: Let him who 
will believe, and let him who will, reject (it): for 
the wrong-doers We have prepared a Fire whose 
(smoke and flames), like the walls and roof of a 
tent, will hem them in: if they implore relief they 
will be granted water like melted brass, that will 
scald their faces, how dreadful the drink! How 
uncomfortable a couch to recline on!”

Al Qur’an 18:29
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Allah is warning after He has delivered the ultimate truth, saying, 
you have the free choice to accept it or reject it but if you reject it, 
listen carefully, "We have prepared for the wrong doors, a fire, 
wherein they will be enclosed."

Allah further describes the situation of the disbelievers in Hell, 
saying, "when they cry for relief, they will be relieved, but with Al 
Muhl, water which is like molten brass which scalds the faces. 

In the Ahadith, it is stated that this Al Muhl is the squeeze of the 
people of fire, like the pus and the blood and the dirt. It is awful, and 
stinky. And it is like murky oil. 

Once they bring this drink closer to their faces, it scalds the skin. It 
melts the skin of their faces before they even come close to it.

"Say [O Muhammad] it is the truth from your Lord". The Qur’an is 
the truth. This message that I'm delivering unto you is a true 
Word of Allah. "Whoever wills let him believe; and wherever wills 
let him disbelief."



LESSON 1

TAFSIR OF VERSES 28-36 
SURAH AL KAHF

LESSON 4
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9BELIEF AND
DOING GOOD
DEEDS

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

“As to those who believe and work righteous-
ness, verily We shall not suffer to perish the 
reward of any who do a (single) righteous deed.

For them will be Gardens of Eternity; beneath 
them rivers will flow; they will be adorned 
therein with bracelets of gold, and they will 
wear green garments of fine silk and heavy 
brocade: They will recline therein on raised 
thrones. How good the recompense! How beau-
tiful a couch to recline on!”

Al Qur’an 18:30-31
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These verses speak about the fate of the believers. He says: Verily 
for those who believed and did good righteous deeds, We will not 
waste the reward of their good righteous deeds.

You will never find in the entire Qur’an a promised reward for those 
who only believe, rather the promised reward or Al Jannah would be 
for belief and doing good deeds. There are almost sixty references 
in the Qur’an or more with the same effect.
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10 DESCRIPTION OF THE
HEAVENLY ABODE OF
PEOPLE OF FAITH AND
RIGHTEOUS DEEDS

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

Beneath them, rivers are flowingi

They will be wearing bracelets of gold, and pearlsii

They will be wearing silk, brocades, and velvetiii

‘But isn't gold Haraam for men and silk is Haraam for men?’ But in 
Paradise there is no Halaal and Haraam; it is all lawful. 



11 THE PLOT OF
THE STORY OF
THE TWO FRIENDS

“Set forth to them the parable of two men: for 
one of them We provided two gardens of 
grape-vines and surrounded them with date 
palms; in between the two We placed corn-fields.

Each of those gardens brought forth its pro-
duce, and failed not in the least therein: in the 
midst of them We caused a river to flow.

(Abundant) was the produce this man had: he said 
to his companion, in the course of a mutual argu-
ment: ‘more wealth have I than you, and more 
honour and power in (my following of) men.’”

Al Qur’an 18:32-34
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It is a story of two friends. One of them is a believer, but he is poor, 
and the other is a non-believer, but he is very rich. Allah gave one 
of them two huge gardens of vine, surrounded them with palm 
trees, and the crops were placed between them.

Then Allah the Almighty says: Both gardens produced their harvest 
in full and suffered no loss. Allah has been most generous to this 
person. So, he bragged about all of that before his friend. In Aayah 
number 28, Allah Almighty ordered the Prophet (pbuh) to keep him-
self patient with good companions and told him not to turn his eyes 
away from them to the rich ones who wanted to have private 
meetings with because they were wealthy.

Now with the story of the two men, Allah is giving them a living pic-
ture, suggesting that wealth is of no value in the sight of Allah.  Wealth 
doesn't mean that you are superior. It could be entirely the opposite. 
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12DENYING THE
HEREAFTER

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

“He went into his garden in a state (of mind) 
unjust to his soul: He said, ‘I deem not that this 
will ever perish, ‘Nor do I deem that the Hour (of 
Judgment) will (ever) come: Even if I am brought 
back to my Lord, I shall surely find (there) som- 
ething better in exchange.’”

Al Qur’an 18:35-36

The wealthy one said to his poor friend, I'm wealthier than you, and 
greater in manpower. He showed off and he was proud of his posi-
tion before his friend or his brother. 
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He further said: I doubt that there will be anything called As Saa'ah, 
or Day of Judgement. That's impossible! And even if that happens, 
even if I am returned to my Lord, I will find something better than 
this in return.

He denied Resurrection but perhaps he believed in Allah, it doesn't 
count. Because belief in Allah and in the Hereafter are inseparable 
from each other.

If anyone has any doubt concerning these six articles of faith, or 
one of them, he is not a believer.



LESSON 1

TAFSIR OF VERSES 37-43 
SURAH AL KAHF

LESSON 5
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13 THE RESPONSE OF THE
BELIEVER TO THE
DENIER OF THE HOUR

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

“His companion said to him, in the course of 
the argument with him: ‘Do you deny Him Who 
created you out of dust, then out of a sperm- 
drop, then fashioned you into a man?’

But (I think) for my part that He is Allah, My 
Lord, and none shall I associate with my Lord.

Why did you not, as you went into your garden, 
say: 'Allah's will (be done)! There is no power 
but with Allah!' If you do see me less than you in 
wealth and sons,

‘It may be that my Lord will give me something 
better than your garden, and that He will send 
on your garden thunderbolts (by way of reckon-
ing) from heaven, making it (but) slippery sand!

Or the water of the garden will run off under-
ground so that you will never be able to find it.’”

Al Qur’an 18:37-41



36Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

Allah the Almighty tells us what the believing companion said to his 
friend who's rich, "Are you being ungrateful and unbelieving in the 
One who created you, initially, created you from dust then from a 
sperm-drop, then evolved you into a man; but, as for me, He is my 
Lord, and I do not associate with my lord any in worship.”

Then He advised him in Aayah number 39. A very good advice. Enjoy 
your wealth. But be grateful to Allah because it is only He who grant-
ed you this wealth. And when you enter your garden, you should have 
said, Maasha Allahu Laa Quwwata Illaa Billah, As God wills there is no 
power except through Allah and there is no might but with Allah.
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The Prophet (pbuh) said,
"Shall I not tell you of a treasure which is one of 
the treasures of Paradise? Say: 'Laa Hawla 
Walaa Quwwata Illaa Billah.’ There is no might 
and no power, but with Allah."

The poor man said to his friend: perhaps my Lord will give me 
better than your garden which is Paradise in the Hereafter. And 
meanwhile, perhaps he would release a calamity again your garden 
or gardens from the sky, so it becomes barren waste. Or perhaps 
its water will sink down into the ground rendering the garden a 
rough plain.



14 THE FATE OF
THE RICH FRIEND

“So his fruits (and enjoyment) were encom-
passed (with ruin), and he remained twisting and 
turning his hands over what he had spent on his 
property, which had (now) tumbled to pieces to 
its very foundations, and he could only say, ‘Woe 
is me! Would I had never ascribed partners to my 
Lord and Cherisher!’

Nor had he numbers to help him against Allah, 
nor was he able to deliver himself.

There, the (only) protection comes from Allah, 
the True One. He is the Best to reward, and the 
Best to give success.”

Al Qur’an 18:42-44
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Immediately in verse 42, Allah the Almighty tells us the conclusion 
of the story, his gardens were ruined. And he began turning his 
hands about in dismay as a sign of regret. On seeing what hap-
pened to his lifetime investment, He said: I wish I did not associate 
with my Lord any in worship.

What happens whenever we are all experiencing a calamity, You 
hear everyone, including the atheists, those who do not believe in 
the existence of God, saying, ‘O my God!’ 

One has to recognise his Lord during times of prosperity, so that 
Allah the Almighty will guard him during adversity.

Then in verse 43, Allah the Almighty says: He had no party to help 
him besides Allah. And he was truly helpless. He lost everything. No 
family to help him. No manpower to help him. That is because the 
authority belongs to Allah alone.

So, the prophecy of the poor companion who was a believer had 
been fulfilled. And the rich companion regretted, but after it was 
too late. 
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Q1Qur’anic verses always connect
faith with the righteous deeds.
But there are some Hadith that
state that if you say the Kalimah,
you enter Paradise. How can
we reconcile between them?

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

All these Ahadith are sound, but such belief should be 
associated with fulfilling the commands of Allah, and ab-
staining from what He has forbidden us from, because He 
mentioned certain punishments for those who failed to 
meet these two requirements. For example, He warned 
us against delaying the Salaah. He declares in Surah 
Maryam that He is going to throw in Hellfire some people 
because they used to delay the Salaah beyond its fixed 
time. What about a person who doesn't pray at all? That's 
a big thing.

Ans
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Q2 What are the
benefits of reading
the Qur'an?

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

Here are a few of the benefits of reading the Qur'an:Ans

It is guidancei

It is a remedyii

It is an intercessor on the Day of Judgementiii
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The people who recite the Qur'an often, and imple-
ment it are Allah's chosen people whom He brings 
them near to Him. He shelters them. He protects 
them. He guides them and loves them.

iv

Each letter gets the reader 10 good deeds minimum.v

One's level in Paradise will be determined on the 
basis of the last verse he recites.

vi
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Q3 What may we learn
from mentioning
the dog in the story?

Treasures from the Cave – Part 3

We learn the significance of the company of good 
people. This dog is mentioned in the Qur’an and the 
Aayaat, which will be recited until the Day of Judgment, 
because he happened to be with these young believers.

Ans
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