
STUDY GUIDE

From the series: Tafseer of Qur’an



1. Introduction to the Qur’an 

2. Aspects of the miraculous nature of
 the Qur’an

3. Al Qur’an – the blessed book

4. Islamic sciences

5. Sources of interpreting the Qur’an

6. Juz’ ‘Amma

7. General theme of Suratun Naba’

8. A rhetorical question – Suratun
 Naba’ (Verses 1-2)

9. The discussion of the disbelievers
 – Suratun Naba’ (Verse 3)

10. Great warning – Suratun Naba’
 (Verses 4-5)

11. Allah reminding us of His blessings
 on earth – Suratun Naba’ (Verses 6-11)

12. Allah reminding us of His blessings in
 heavens – Suratun Naba’ (Verses 12-16)
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COURSE OBJECTIVES:

13. Lessons learnt from Suratun Naba’
 (Verses 5-16)

14. The Day that is inescapable
 – Suratun Naba’ (Verse 17)

15. Big events on the Day of Resurrection
 – Suratun Naba’ (Verses 18-20)

16. Description of Hell and its horrors
 – Suratun Naba’ (Verses 21-30)

1. To have a general idea about the
 Qur’an's revelation and structure

2. To have a clear understanding of the
 signs of the Day of Resurrection

3. To have firm faith in the Day of
 Reckoning and the accountability

4. To strive for the Hereafter
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LESSON 1

The Definition
of the Qur’an
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1 What is the Qur’an?

The technical definition of the Qur’an that the Muslims 
believe in, is exclusively the word of Allah. It is what 
Allah has spoken and revealed to His Messenger,
Muhammad (pbuh) and no one else. In Salaah, nothing 
can be recited except the Qur’an.

It begins from chapter 1 to chapter 114. It begins from Al 
Fatihah and ends with the chapter of An Naas. It was rev- 
ealed over the period of 23 years to the Prophet (pbuh).



It had two steps of revelation:
It was revealed entirely to the lower heaven, 
but not to the Prophet (pbuh).

And then it came in parts over the period of 
23 years to the Prophet (pbuh).

i

ii

The revelation started in the month of Ramadhaan, 
on the blessed night of Laylatul Qadr, the Night of 
Decree, and Allah described that in the Qur’an, where 
He says:

“We have revealed the Qur’an in a 
blessed night."

Al Qur’an 44:3



And the first of the Qur’an to be revealed was the first 
five verses of the Suratul Alaq or Iqra.

“Proclaim (or read!) in the name of 
your Lord and Cherisher, Who created
man, out of a (mere) clot of con-
gealed blood; Proclaim! And your 
Lord is Most Bountiful, - He who taught 
(the use of) the pen, - Taught man 
that which he knew not.”

Al Qur’an 96:1-5
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2 Aspects of the miraculous
nature of the Qur’an

The Qur’an was revealed to the Prophet (pbuh), 
who was illiterate; he did not know how to read
or write.

Allah stated from the very beginning that this is a 
book, but it was not revealed in the form of a book; 
it was revealed in different incidents over the per- 
iod of 23 years. And that is why it was compiled 
after the death of the Prophet (pbuh), though they 
did not need to compile it. So, they made it a book. 

i

ii
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It can never be altered. It is not changing, bec- 
ause we have only one version of it, unlike other 
religions that have literally thousands of different 
versions. Each one is different from the other.

v

And it is miraculous in the sense that nowadays, if 
you burn all the copies of the Qur’an, on Earth, the 
following day, we will produce million copies of it.

If the leader of Salaah makes a mistake in the rec-
itation, a seven-year-old child who knows the 
Surah by heart corrects him. No one would say, 
how dare you speak? Nothing is above the Qur’an. 
And that is why it is preserved.

iii

iv
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Besides being a book of guidance. It is a book of 
healing. It heals people physically and mentally, 
no matter what faith they follow.

vii

The Qur’an is written in a living language, Arabic, 
spoken by the Arabs, and any Arab, from Yemen 
to Morocco, to the Gulf states, to Egypt, to Syria, to 
Jordan, to Arabia, if he opens the Qur’an, he un-
derstands what Allah wants from him, because it 
is still spoken, unlike the other scriptures.

vi



LESSON 2

Introduction to 
Tafseer of Qur’an
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3 Al Qur’an – The Blessed Book

“This is a book, which We have sent 
down to you, full of blessings, that they 
may ponder over its verses, and that 
men of understanding may remember.”

Al Qur’an 38:29

It is blessed because:

It is from Allah

You can see the blessing in the tranquillity you find 
in your heart 

i

ii
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It was revealed so that the people would ponder upon 
these verses. And how would I ponder? Well, this is the 
essence of the science known as ‘At Tafseer’. 

Tafseerul Qur’an means in simple English, explaining 
the Qur’an. And one would say,

“Do I have to have someone explain the Qur’an to me?” 
There are two types of Qur’an's verses:

And that is why Allah says, 

Those which can be understood by lay people 
who understand Arabic

Those which contain some technical aspects that 
needs scholars to explain

i

ii

“Ask those of remembrance, (those 
of knowledge), if you do not know”.

Al Qur’an 16:43



4 Islamic Sciences

Sciences of Islam are divided into two types:
What is known as ‘tool sciences’ which are auxiliary, 
supplementary sciences that are not studied for 
their own sake in the hope of getting closer to Allah, 
but rather to help you understand what draws you 
closer to Allah. For example, Arabic language, 
studying Tajweed (or the phonology of the Qur’an), 
grammar and morphology of Arabic.

What is intended for itself, as they get one closer to 
their Lord.

i

ii
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Tafseer, the commentary, the explanation of the 
Qur’an, this is meant for itself. It is a science that leads 
you straight to Allah (swt). 

Why is that? It is because:
It studies the meanings of the Qur’an that is not so 
clear to the people.

It studies the rulings of the Qur’an, i.e., what is 
Halaal and what is Haraam.b

It explains what happened to the previous gener-
ations.

It gives you the glad tidings of what is stored for 
you in Paradise.

It threatens the disbelievers of what awaits them 
in Hellfire.

It gives us a description of Allah, the Almighty. How 
would we know Allah, the Almighty if it were not 
written in this Noble Qur’an?

a

b

c

d

e

f



5 Sources of interpreting
the Qur’an 

The Qur’an can be interpreted using:
The Qur’an itself if there are any verses giving the 
meaning.

If there are no verses giving the meaning, then, 
the meaning is looked for in the Hadeeth of the 
Prophet (pbuh).

If this is not possible, then we go to the compan-
ions’ interpretation. 

And if we don't find the explanation of the com-
panions, we go to the Tabi’een.

And if not, then we use the Arabic language with 
the previous forms of Tafseer, so that we would 
get everything else into line.

i

ii

iii

iv

v
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LESSON 3

Surah An Naba’
Chapter 78, Verses 1-4



6 Juz’ ‘Amma 

Whatever comes after Surah Al Murasalaat, it is all 
known to be Juz' ‘Amma or Juz' An Naba'. 

The first Surah is Suratun Naba', the Surah that deals 
with the ‘great incident’ or news.

19Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1



The Scholars have divided the Qur’an into 30 
parts of equal length, although the Qur’an 
was revealed in 114 chapters, beginning with 
Chapter 1, Surat Al Fatihah and ending with 
Chapter 114, Surat An Naas. These Surahs are 
of different lengths, whereas all Juz'  have the 
same length.

Therefore, a Surah may extend over more 
than one Juz' (e.g., Surah Al Baqarah) and a 
Juz' may contain tens of surahs (e.g., Juz' 
’Amma, which starts with Suratun Naba').

What is meant by Juz'? 

20Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1



7 General theme of Suratun Naba’

Suratun Naba' has 40 verses in it. And the Surah is 
Makki (revealed before Hijrah, the Prophet's migration).

The general theme of this Surah is:
In the beginning, it speaks about the disbelievers 
and how they are inquiring and asking about the 
‘great news’.

i

And then it moves on to talk about The Day
of Judgment.ii
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It also talks about Allah's great favours and bless-
ing upon His servants. 

And finally, it talks about the Day of Judgment, the 
Day of Separation, and the reward and punish-
ment of the believers and the disbelievers.

iii

iv



8 A Rhetorical question – Suratun
Naba’ (Verses 1-2)

Allah the Almighty says, "What are they asking one an-
other about?" This is a question meant merely to draw 
people's attention. 

The answer is, “[They are asking one another] about 
the great news”.

What is the ‘great news’? Some scholars say that it is 
the message of the Prophet (pbuh), others say that it is 
the Qur’an, and others say that is the Day of Resurrec-
tion. And finally, some others say that it is the torment 
and the horrific events of the Day of Judgment.

23Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1
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And all are almost the same. Because what the Proph-
et (pbuh) came with is his message, which is based on 
the Qur’an, and the Qur’an is warning the people of the 
Day of Judgment and what they will face, and it is also 
warning them about the horrific events that will take 
place on that day.



LESSON 4

Surah An Naba’
Chapter 78, Verses 5-11



9 The discussion of the disbelievers
– Suratun Naba’ (Verse 3)

In the beginning of Surat An Naba', the disbelievers are 
discussing about the great news and they are in dis-
agreement over this. They are asking one another, 
“What is it?” 

They wanted to find a description of the message of 
the Prophet (pbuh), who was once the man they en-
trusted their wealth to, and whom they unanimously 
gave the title, ‘the Trustworthy’.

26Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1
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They said that “He is a sorcerer”, “He is a magician!”, 
“He is a liar”, “He is a soothsayer”, “He is insane” and 
they disagreed. And they were in argument of what 
Prophet (pbuh) came up with.



10 Great warning – Suratun Naba’
(Verses 4-5)

“Nay! They will come to know!” “Nay again! They will 
come to know!”, and this is the great warning for those 
who disbelieve in the message of the Prophet (pbuh), 
who disbelieve in the existence of the Day of Judgment.

So, Allah (swt) is giving eye-openers to those who do 
not believe in Resurrection. And the people who do not 
believe in Resurrection have a big and grave problem.

28Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1
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If one does not believe that there is a Day of Reckon-
ing, why would one mind doing anything for the sake 
of fulfilling one's desires? Nothing can deter crime and 
stop transgression but this belief that there is a Day of 
Reckoning. The law can be cheated and played 
around with.



11 Allah reminding us of His
blessings on earth – Suratun
Naba’ (Verses 6-11)

30Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1

"Have We not made the earth as a bed?" that is 
stretched out, as if it is a bed. So, the Qur’an is 
talking to people and telling them to look around 
themselves. Allah (swt) has made the Earth as a 
bed.  The land is not so rocky, that we cannot 
plough and use for cultivation. And it is not so soft, 
that our feet would go deep in, and we would not 

i
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"We made the mountains as Pegs." A peg is some-
thing that you put deep in earth to hold something. 
It is like a peg that is used with tents. And if you look 
at the mountains and how Allah the Almighty has 
created them, they are something to ponder upon.

ii

"And We have created you in pairs." Allah has cre-
ated us in pairs, and ‘in pairs’ means more than 
just a male and a female. It also means that most 
things have a counter to them. So, Allah created us 
as male and female, old and young, beautiful and 
ugly, fat and thin, black and white, etc.

And this indicates to one single thing, that is the 
greatness of the Creator. 

iii
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“We have made your sleep as a thing of rest.” Sleep 
is one of Allah's favours. And imagine, if you do not 
sleep for a couple of days, how will it be? This is 
something we take for granted. And we never app- 
reciate that Allah has given us a time to rest.

iv

“And We have made the night a covering [wrap-
ping us like clothes].”

So, Allah (swt) has made night to cover the people 
as if it's a sort of clothing. So, when night falls, it 
covers the whole earth, it covers that area with
its darkness.

v
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“And We have made the day for livelihood.”

People work in the daytime, and they go to bed and 
rest at nightfall. 

These are all Allah's blessings. We should ponder 
on them and show gratefulness to Allah.

vi

“And if you count the blessings of Allah, 
you would be unable to count them.”

Al Qur’an 14:34



LESSON 5

Surah An Naba’
Chapter 78, Verses 12-17



12 Allah reminding us of His
blessings in Heavens –
Suratun Naba’ (Verses 12-16)

35Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1

“And We have built above you seven strong 
[heavens].” The heavens are beautiful and per-
fect, with no cracks in them. They are complete, 
strong, and mighty. They do not collapse on us.

i

Allah has perfected the Heaven. And we know that 
there are seven Heavens; we believe in them although 
we've never been there. And all what we see is the first 
Heaven. But there are a lot more. The Prophet (pbuh) 
told us, that in between each Heaven and the other 
one, there is a distance of 500 years in travelling.
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“And We have made therein, a shining lamp", that 
is the sun. 

Allah does not need the Heavens, nor does He 
need anything, because Allah is the Absolute. 

Imagine if this sun, came few miles closer to Earth, 
what would happen to the inhabitants of Earth? it 
would melt it down. And if it went away a few miles, 
it would freeze the entire Earth. Allah is the One 
Who keeps it there, exactly where He wants it. 

Without the sun, you will not have the ability to cul-
tivate your crops and fruits. Without the sun, there 
will not be the process of evaporation and rainfall. 
Without the sun, the germs, the viruses would ann- 
ihilate life on this planet. 

ii
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“And I have sent down from the rainy clouds abun-
dant water.” When you look at the water that 
comes down, it comes like pouring down. 

iii

“That We may produce therewith grains and vege-
tations. And gardens of thick growth."

iv



13 Lessons learnt from Suratun
Naba’ (Verses 5-16)

38Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1

We learn that Allah (swt) is Most Wise, is Most 
Knowledgeable, is Most Capable, is Most Strong, 
and that all these signs that we see around us are 
from His Own Doing.

i
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Also, we learn that He Who is capable of doing all 
of these things that are so huge and so great, able 
to erect such mountains, and to spread out such 
earth, to make the clouds run with pouring rain-
water. He is able to resurrect us, because most of 
those who reject the idea of resurrection would 
say that “How is it possible that such bones that 
are turned into dust, be a normal human being”? 

ii

And Allah (swt) also tells us that we will get this 
knowledge about the resurrection and account-
ability, whether we like it or not. If we do it the easy 
way, we will become Muslims and we will believe, 
but if we decide not to believe, we will get this 
knowledge the hard way. This would be when 
death arrives, and the veil is taken away from our 
sight and we see things as really as they are.

iii



14 The Day that is inescapable
– Suratun Naba’ (Verse 17)

40Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1

“Verily, the Day of Decision, the Day of Separation is a 
fixed time.” 

What is the Day of Separation or the Day of Decision? It 
is the day when the people are segregated into be-
lievers and disbelievers. Disbelievers are thrown into 
Hell. Believers are admitted to Paradise. So, Allah is 
telling us that this Day is at a fixed time.
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It is the Day that separates between the people of 
truth and the people of falsehood, the people of disbe-
lief and the people of belief, the people of aggression 
and the people of fairness, the people of Hell and the 
people of Paradise, etc.

Whether the day, the actual Day of Resurrection is a 
day from now, a year from now, a gazillion years from 
now, it does not matter to us. What matters is when we 
die because this means that our deeds cease.



LESSON 6

Surah An Naba’ – 
Chapter 78, Verses 18-30



15 Big events on the Day of
Resurrection – Suratun Naba’
(Verses 18-20)

There will be two blows in the trumpet, one that 
would end life, and the second would resurrect 
everyone from their graves. And they should come 
in crowds.

i

“The Day when the Trumpet will be blown, and you 
shall come forth in crowds.”

43Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1

“And the heavens shall be opened as if there were 
doors.” The first is that the Heavens will be opened 
becoming like gates. Elsewhere in the Qur’an we 
are told that the skies will be in pieces.

ii

It is the Angel by the name of Israafeel. The 
Prophet (pbuh) told us about this Angel, that 
he has put the trumpet in his mouth, antici-
pating Allah's order to blow in it, and he does 
not blink, so that he would not miss a split of a 
second to execute Allah's orders.

Who is responsible for blowing the trumpet?
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“And the mountains shall vanish, as if they were a 
mirage.” On that horrific day, the mountains shall 
be moved away from their places. And will look 
like mirage. 

iii



16 Description of Hell and its horrors
– Suratun Naba’ (Verses 21-30)

“Truly, Hell is a place of ambush,” Hell on that day is 
going to wait for those who will come near it and will 
fall into it. And we know that there's a bridge on Hell.

i

The other description of Hell is that it is “a dwelling 
place for the Taaghoon”, those who transgress the 
boundaries, the limits set by Allah, like the polythe-
ists, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah, hypocrites, 
sinners, criminals.”

ii

45Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1
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But for how long? Forever. We have people in Par-
adise forever. But there are believers who are 
sinful, and before they enter Paradise, they must 
be purified from their sins. Therefore, if Allah (swt) 
wills it, they would have to enter Hell, and they 
would be purified from their sins. 

iii

“Nothing cool shall they taste therein, nor any 
drink.” So, Allah (swt) says that there is not any-
thing for them to cool off with and nothing for 
them to drink that would bring coolness to them. 
Their drink will be boiling water. This is ‘Hameem’. 
Another drink is the dirty wound discharges of the 
people of Hell.

iv
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Why is it so much that they are being punished in 
Hell? And the answer would be, as Allah says, In 
Aayah 26 "an exact recompense," i.e., according 
to their evil crimes. So, the severity of the punish-
ment is proportional to the enormity of the sins 
they committed.

v

What was their biggest mistake? “Verily they used 
not to look for reckoning.” And the majority of 
people are like this. We live our lives, we go to bed, 
we wake up, we do many things during the day-
time, and during the night-time, not knowing that 
we will be held accountable on the Day of Judg-
ment. All they look for is the worldly pleasures.

vi



“But they belied Our Aayaat completely.” They 
belied Our verses of the Qur’an. ‘Aayaat’ has two 
meanings: It means the universal signs, such as 
the sun, the moon and the entire universe, and 
many more signs of Allah. And it also means the 
verses of the Qur’an.

They belied both, claiming for example, the sun 
was created by mother nature, the universe, this is 
something that happened by coincidence. There's 
nothing behind it. 

They also belied the verses of the Qur’an. They rej- 
ected the Messengers. They rejected the Prophets. 
They rejected the Divine books of Allah (swt).

vii
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“And all things We have recorded in a Book.” Every-
thing that you do is recorded in a book that leaves 
not a single iota.

viii

After that Allah addresses the people of Hell, “So 
taste you the results of your evil actions. No inc- 
rease shall We give to you, except in torment.”

ix



Question and
Answer Bucket



Q1 What makes the Qur’an unique?

Answer
The Qur’an tells us about the origin of our 
creation, the purpose of our creation, the 
destination we are all travelling to. We are 
left nowhere unguided.

For example:

51Tafseer of Qur’an – Part 1

It is a Book of salvation.i

It is a Book that takes you from being a 
slave to others, a slave to the monetary 
system, a slave to life and to what people 
have in their hands, to being a slave of 
the Creator.

ii

Allah tells us in the Qur’an the purpose of 
our creation saying, “Verily, I have only 
created the Jinn and Ins (humankind) 
that they may worship Me.”

iii

We are told in the Qur’an that Allah creat-
ed us from clay, mud, or soil.iv
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And we know what will happen to us, after few 
years. Every soul shall taste death.v

In the Qur’an, you will find the comfort of your soul, 
the guidance to your spirit, the means of success, 
because Allah (swt) is putting all of this in His Glori-
ous Qur’an.

vi

Q2 What makes one qualified to speak
about the meaning of the Qur’an?

Answer
There are a number of factors that make one 
qualified to speak about the meaning of the 
Qur’an:

You must be fluent in Arabic. Otherwise, if 
you do not know Arabic, then you have to 
rely on those who translate the meanings 
of the Qur’an, because it cannot be trans-
lated itself. It is so miraculous that trans-
lating it is impossible.

i
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You must be knowledgeable of Islam as a religion, 
in the Shariah, and in Aqeedah.ii

You must know the commentary, the Tafseer of 
scholars starting with the that of the Companions.iii

Answer
The miracles given to the Prophets before 
were material and time bound. Now there is 
no longer any trace of them and therefore 
cannot be proven except through the Qur’an, 
whereas the Qur’an is a living miracle that 
remains living until the Day of Resurrection. 
Besides being itself a miracle that challenges 
time, it is full of miracles.

Q3 The Prophets were given tangible 
miracles such as the staff of 
Moses (pbuh) and the healing of 
Jesus (pbuh), what was Muham-
mad (pbuh) given of this sort?



zakirnaik

www.alhidaayah.com

www.peacetv.tv

www.zakirnaik.com

zakirnaikpersonal

drzakiranaik

drzakirchannel


