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The methodology of prophets in Da'wah

1. Gentleness 

2. Being sincere towards their people 

3. Wisdom 

4. Modifying unbeneficial questions

5. Knowing the conditions of the people we target with
 our Da'wah

6. Declaring Allah free from what is falsely attributed to Him

7. Praying for the guidance of people 

8. Keeping a supportive company

9. Making permissible Tawassul

10. Commonalities between the prophets as per Suratul A'raaf

11. Lessons derived from the story of the prophet Yusuf

12. The story of the prophet Yunus 

13. The methodology of the prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 

14. The role of knowledge in Da'wah
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Multiple Choice Questions

Match the Columns

True or False

1. To be aware of the methodology of prophets in Da'wah

2. To know and apply what is conducive to successful Da'wah

3. To abstain from everything that hinders the success of Da'wah
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The methodology of
THE PROPHETS IN DA'WAH

The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 26

1. Gentleness
Allah told the prophet Musa, Alaihis Salaam, to be kind and soft in  his address to 
the Pharaoh, who was a tyrant ruler and claimed lordship, saying, “I am your 
greatest lord”.

The prophet, Muhammad said, Ar Rifq (gentleness) never is it in something 
except that it makes it beautiful, and never is it taken away from something 
except that it makes it ugly.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 27

2.

Being sincere with those people you are giving Da'wah to, is part of the method-
ology of the prophets in Da'wah regardless of the person, and regardless of how 
far they had gone, and regardless of how much hatred they had shown for Islam.

Being sincere
WITH THE PEOPLE 



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 28

Hikmah (wisdom) is not necessarily softness, nor is Hikmah harshness, but 
wisdom is knowing when to be soft, and when to be harsh, and when to speak 
aloud and when to speak quietly.

 Allah said,

“Whoever has been given wisdom has been given a great deal of good”.

 Allah said,

“Whoever has been given wisdom has been given a great deal of good”.

3. wisdom



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 29

Nooh varied his Da'wah between public and private 
and open and quiet and loud and soft. However, being 
harsh or stern is the exception to the rule rather than 
the rule. 

First, the shift to little sternness should be done 
when the situation requires it, and temporarily.

Secondly, if you do so, you return back to the original 
principle.

The messenger of Allah was soft and kind. However, 
he is not so soft that he allows the religion of Allah to 
be mocked, or that he allows the limits of Allah to be 
exceeded.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 210

When the Pharaoh asked, "What about the generations of old?" notice the suc-
cinct and summarised answer that Musa gives. He says, the knowledge of them 
is with my lord in a record, my Lord is neither unaware, nor does He forget.

There are a number of benefits in this method of response:

Modifying
UNBENEFICIAL QUESTIONS 

Giving short, clear answers.i

While Answering the questions that are put to them, they did not allow 
those questions that divert them from the message. 

ii

5.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 211

Musa refers the knowledge of the previous 
generations to Allah. And this needs to be the 
methodology of the Da'iyah to Allah, that if 
you're given a question, and either the ques-
tion is one that you can't answer such as 
“When is the Day of Judgment? How long 
will I live?” or the question is one that you 
can only answer partially because Allah Azza 
Wa Jal has only given us a part of the answer.

iii

When our messenger was asked by a man, “When is 
the Hour going to come?” he answered, “What have 
you prepared for it?”. Now the man started thinking 
about what he has prepared for the Hour.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 212

When a worker in Da'wah is asked nonsensical or 
philosophical questions about which he has no 
knowledge, he should not rush to answer. He should 
answer what he knows until he learns the other 
questions or he should refer them to Allah.

When the prophet was asked about things he received 
no revelation about, he would wait until he got the 
answer and would convey that to the questioners.
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The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 214

A caller to Allah should know the people he is inviting to Islam, their abilities and 
their problems, and knowing where you need to draw the line when that is per-
missible in the Sharia.

We can't reduce the Sharia for someone; we don't have the right to return to Allah 
and say, O, Allah lighten the burden for this person from five prayers a day to two 
prayers a day. But sometimes people go horribly wrong by burdening people with 
things that they're not required to do.

A Daa'iyah should be considerate with those of weak connection with religion.

Knowing the conditions of the 
PEOPLE WE TARGET WITH OUR DA'WAH5.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 215

Someone came to the Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wa 
Sallam, and asked to him about the prayer, and when 
the Prophet (pbuh) said to him “five prayers in every 
day and night”, he said, O Messenger of Allah, “hal 
alayya ghairuhun” (Do I have to do anything other 
than that?) Prophet Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, said 
to him “no, unless you choose to do extra voluntarily”.

When the Prophet (pbuh) was given a choice 
between two permissible things, he would pick the 
easier of the two. Some people have this impression 
that the Da'wah in Islam is all about making hardship 
for yourself. And I want you to distinguish between 
the hardship that Allah decrease for you when you 
did not aim for it or try for it, and the hardship that 
you make for yourself.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 216

When Allah asked Eesaa “Did you tell people, ‘Take me and my mother as two 
gods besides Allah?’” he said, “Glory be you. Never could I say what I had no 
right to say… I did not tell them except that which You commanded me to say: that 
you worship Allah my and your Lord.”

Declaring Allah free from
WHAT IS FALSELY ATTRIBUTED TO HIM6.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 217

The prophets (and likewise, a contentious Da’ee) pray for the guidance of their 
people. Eesa in response to the previous question raised by Allah, said, “If You 
punish them they are Your servants, and if You forgive them, then You are the 
Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful”.

Our messenger Muhammad also prayed for the guidance of his avowed enemies.

7. Praying for the
GUIDANCE OF PEOPLE 



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 218

When Jesus felt the rebellion of the people he was inviting to Islam, he said, 
“Who will be my helpers in Allah's cause?” The disciples of Eesaa said, “We are 
the helpers of Allah. We believe in Allah and bear witness that we are Muslims”. 

Musa prayed Allah to make his brother Haroon (Arun) his supporting minister.

Our messenger prayed for the Islam of some of the then disbelieving men. He built a 
strong cohesive community, before trying to spread Islam outside his land. He sent 
messengers to the neighbouring localities to invite and teach people Islam.

8. Keeping a 
SUPPORTIVE COMPANY



Seeking nearness to Allah through mentioning good deeds that you have done, 
saying, O Allah we have believed. So guide us. O Allah, we have believed so help 
us. O Allah, we have believed and we have followed Your messenger, so make us 
from those who bear witness.

The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 219

9. Making
PERMISSIBLE TAWASSUL
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The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 221

We will be looking at the verses about the prophets in Suratul A'raaf, the seventh 
Surah of the Quran, starting from Ayah number 59, to see if we can identify a 
common methodology between all of those messengers that are mentioned in 
this one place.

Commonalities between
ALL THE PROPHETS AS PER
SURATUL A'RAAF10.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 222

“Worship Allah you have no god worthy of 
worship but Him”. The most important part 
of their Da'wah is the Tawheed. All prophets 
called their people to worship Allah alone.

i

They also commanded their people to have 
Taqwa. See for example what Noah and Aad 
said to their people in the same place in the 
Surah.

ii

Fully conveying the message and showing 
great concern and sincerity towards their 
people, as trustworthy advisors.

iii

Reminding people of the blessings Allah 
bestowed upon them and praising Allah with 
His beautiful names, as such blessings require 
thank giving and obedience. 

iv

Prophets didn't compromise. They didn't allow 
the people to return back to their old religion

v

Here are some of what is common in all 
such missions:



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 223

the ordering of the good and the forbidding of 
evil

i

the purity of the prophets. The people of Loot 
described him and his followers as “people 
who want to be pure”. They are pure and free 
from physical impurities as well as spiritual 
impurities, meaning they are free of sins. 
Prophets strive not to engage in any sin how-
ever small it may be. If they commit any error 
after that, they seek forgiveness from Allah.

ii

From the story of Loot two things can be 
derived:

Finally Allah said, “And if the people of the towns had 
believed and had Taqwa, We would have opened for 
them the Barakah of the heavens and the earth”. And 
this is a beautiful conclusion to these prophets in their 
story, that if only those people believed and did what 
they could to obey Allah and to avoid disobeying Allah 
then the Barakah of the heavens and the earth would 
open for them.
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The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 225

Fleeing from sin. A person inviting people to Allah should keep away from 
immorality. When invited by the wife of the Aziz to adultery, he said I 
seek refuge with Allah and mentioned the favours of her husband and his 
being generous to him. 

It is from the methodology of the prophets in Da'wah to show gratitude to 
those who have been good to them, and to show kindness towards them, 
and to honour them and not to betray them. And all prophets seek refuge 
with Allah.

i

The lessons derived
FROM THE STORY OF THE
PROPHET YUSUF11.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 226

Their manners and their behaviour would be 
an exemplary standard.

ii

Being sincere with the people they are invit-
ing. Yusuf did not take advantage of the 
woman seducing him to fulfill his desires. To 
make the Da'wah work a means of taking 
advantage of the opposite sex is totally unfit-
ting, counterproductive and prohibited.

iii

To preserve one's honour and not expose 
oneself to being accused of immorality. The 
prophet told the men passing by him that the 
woman that was with him was his wife.

iv

Yusuf preferred prison to Haram pleasure.v

When he was asked by the two inmates 
about their dreams, he started inviting them 
to the worship of Allah alone, and leaving all 
other gods. 

Before he answered the question, he began 
with calling them to Tawheed and to abandon 
the worship of everything besides Allah.

vi



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 227

His gratitude to Allah for his knowledge of 
interpreting dreams

vii

Using this ability in serving his Da'wahviii

A person is saved by Allah from falling into 
sin due to their sincerity with Allah

ix
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The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 229

12. The story
OF YUNUS

Yunus was sent to his people to call them to Allah, which he did. But they rejected 
his message. And hastily, he thought that since they did not accept the message, 
they will be punished as the nations before them. He rightly got angry with them, 
and mistakenly left them, before Allah told him.

Allah wanted to show him his mistake. He boarded a ship and then the sea raged 
and they saw the only thing that will keep people on board safe was to throw one 
of them for the safety of the rest of them.

Thun-Noon or as Allah Azza Wa Jal names him Saahibul Hoot (the Companion of 
the Fish)



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 230

They cast lots and every time they cast lots Yunus 
was the person to be thrown. They threw him, and a 
huge fish swallowed him. There he kept making Tas-
beeh, and he made his famous Du'aa “laa illaaha illaa 
anta subhaanak, innee kuntu minaz zaalimeen” 
(there is no god worthy of worship except You. Glory 
be to you. I was one of the oppressors).

Such remained his case until the fish vomited him on 
the shore. Being sick and weak, Allah caused a gourd 
to grow over him for his protection until he recovered.

His people saw the punishment that was about to 
befall them. So when Yunus came back to them to 
invite them to Allah, they all accepted the call and 
Allah saved them.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 231

The error committed by Yunus is that he mistakenly 
came to the conclusion that Allah had not decreed 
guidance for his people, and that his people were 
going to be like the people of Nooh, and would face 
the same fate of destruction.

Likewise, when the prophet Muhammad said, “How 
can a people who injure their prophet be success-
ful?” referring to his people who injured him in the 
battle, Allah revealed to him, “You have nothing to do 
with this matter”. Guidance is in the hands of Allah.

Yunus was very keen to get his people to Allah, and 
their rejection was the cause of his anger.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 232

One should not despair of Alllah's guidance of 
people, and should keep trying with them. That 
is our job. Guidance is exclusively Allah's.

i

We should stick to the command, and not 
look at the results

ii

We should always make Tawbah for our 
errors and mistakes.

iii

Prophets may make  mistakes unknowingly 
and without predetermination to disobey Allah. 
Besides, such mistakes do not blemish their 
veracity or validity in conveying the message.

iv

Part of the methodology of the Da'wah of the 
prophets is Tawbah — repenting to Allah, after 
recognising mistakes, and this is one of the 
sailent features of the prophets’ methodology 
in Da'wah.

v

No one deserves to be condemned before Allah 
Azza Wa Jal causes the time to expire.

vi

What we learn from the story of 
Yunus?

We learn the following from the story of 
Yunus:
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The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 234

Allah tells him, (say I am not a new thing among the messengers and I do not 
know what will be done with me nor with you. I only follow what is revealed to 
me and I am a clear warner). 

The prophet said, (We, prophets, are brothers. Our religion is one and our mothers 
are different). 

He followed the same way as the messengers of old, and had the same challeng-
es, the same Da'wah, the same methodology, and the same call.

13. The methodology of 
PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PBUH)



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 235

The prophet Muhammad said to his people, "say 'laa 
ilaaha illallaah' and you will be successful". He 
would go round through the dwellings and invite 
people to Islam.

Also like other prophets, he warned his people of an 
approaching torment.

Like many of the prophets,  he was driven out of his 
town.

He was patient with his people until they embraced 
Islam in crowds.

One of the main characteristics that he had was his 
gentleness.

Allah said about him, (if you were harsh and hard 
hearted, they would have run from around you).



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 236

His exemplary trust in Allah
A man came and took a sword when the Prophet 
Salallaahu Alaihi Wasallam was dozing under a tree. 
He said, "Who is going to save you from me now?" 
He has only to bring the sword down upon the head 
of the Prophet Salallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, and the 
prophet said, "Allah", and he dropped his sword. And 
you see the same examples with the messenger of 
Allah as with all of the prophets, but even more so 
even more emphatic, because he is the best of the 
messengers.

And the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) endured the 
trials that they endured and even more, and that the 
Prophet (pbuh) showed the patience that they 
showed and even more, and that everything we have 
said as being from the methodology of the prophets in 
Dawah was implemented by our messenger Muham-
mad Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 237

Likewise, the Prophet (pbuh) said, “Do not exagger-
ate with regard to me, as the children of Israel exag-
gerated with regard to Eesa Bin Mariam. So say 'the 
slave of Allah and His messenger’”.

And the Prophet (pbuh) took companions, as Eesaa 
took companions and as Musa took companions, 
except that the companions of the messenger Salal-
laahu Alaihi Wasallam were the best of all of the 
companions, as he was the best of the messengers.
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The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 239

The role of
KNOWLEDGE IN DA'WAH

The Prophet (pbuh) has been taught in a Qur’anic verse to explain his methodology 
in Da'wah in this way:“Say, ‘this is my way; I call to Allah upon Baseerah (certain 
knowledge), me and those who follow me’”. 

Therefore, whoever follows it will be guided and whoever does not follow it will 
not be guided, and whoever implements this in their Da'wah will be successful 
and whoever abandons it will lose their goals.

14.



The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 240

That the call is to Allah and to the worship of 
Allah alone

i

That it is based upon Baseerah (certain deep 
and insightful knowledge).

ii

That we only say about Allah those things 
that deserve to be said about Him.

iii

And that we announce to the people that we 
are not of those people who worship other 
than Allah

iv

We extracted four points:
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How to reconcile between the statement 
of the Prophet (pbuh) "Convey my message, 
even if it is only a single Ayah" and Allah's 
instruction to his prophet, "Say, 'This is my 
way. I call to Allah upon Baseerah" (deep 
knowledge)?

Q1

The person who makes Da'wah does not have to be a great scholar, or have 
a comprehensive knowledge about Islam. He does not need to be a Mujta-
hid, a person who delves deep into the Quran and Sunnah and independently 
derives rulings to arising situations. However, they have to speak about 
what they have knowledge of only. If asked a difficult question of which 
they have no answer, they can refer the questioner to a scholar or take their 
time to study and come back with an answer. They are strongly warned of 
giving answers based on ignorance. Even the prophet  had to wait some-
times for the answer to come through revelation.

ANSWER

The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 242



Can messengers and
prophets make mistakes?Q2

They are protected from premeditated or deliberate sins, and protected from 
doing anything that would take away the validity of their messengership. 
However, whenever they make a mistake, they admit their mistake and 
repent. Such mistakes are not related to the content of their message as such.

ANSWER

Can we say Allah is
a successful plotter?Q3

Allah cannot be named as such. Allah schemes and plots only to counter the 
schemes and plots of the disbelievers. The disbelievers plotted against their 
prophets. And Allah does not initiate evil plots. Rather, it is that Allah Sub-
haanahu Wa Ta'aala plots in response to the plots of His enemies, and that 
whenever they think they are making a plan to defeat Allah, Allah Azza Wa Jal  
is turning their plan upon their heads. 

ANSWER

The Methodology of the Prophets - Part 243



zakirnaik drzakirchannel zakirnaikpersonal drzakiranaik

www.alhidaayah.com www.peacetv.tv www zakirnaik.com.


