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Lesson 1: Characteristics of the Caller - Part 13

1. Patience and Perseverance
Regardless of the condition of Muslims that seems to be dark now, Allaah promised that He will

establish the believers in authority, and that he will make his religion succeed over all other ways of life.

The Prophet said that Allaah gathered up the earth for me; so, | saw its east and west. Indeed, the
dominion of my Ummah will reach what has been gathered up for me from it.

In another narration, the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam, said, “This matter — meaning Islaam --
will reach everywhere the night and day have reached to the extent that Allaah will not leave a dwelling
of brick or fur except that he will make this religion enter into it, through honouring the honourable or
humiliating the humiliated.

This means that Islaam is going to enter every single home, including those made of mud and those
made of fur, wherewith honour will be for those who accept it and humiliation will be for those who
reject it.

In anticipation of the materialisation of this prophecy, we should call and invite people to learn llaha illa
Allaah, Muhammad Rasul Allaah, and to invite them to practise the basics of Islaam. This prerequisite
requires strenuous exercise of patience and perseverance.

In the Hadeeth, the prophet (pbuh) said that victory only comes with patience. And we must know that if
we fail to do so, Allaah will replace us with another people who will be more qualified to continue the
mission.

However, this should not be understood to imply that Allaah needs us to establish his Deen. Allaah can
establish his Deen in any way that he wishes. But he is giving us the opportunity to do the job of the
prophets.

To do that the prophet has taught us the techniques. While riding a mount and having Ibn Abbaas riding
behind him, he gave him golden advice. The Hadeeth mentions that he rode a mount, and likewise, a
Da’ee should not expect to live luxuriously and have all people’s respect and admiration. On the
contrary, he should prove to be patient and willing to sacrifice.

He advised him, “Young man, | will teach you some words of advice. Be mindful of Allaah, and Allaah
will protect you. Be mindful of Allaah, and you will find him in front of you. If you ask, then ask Allaah. If
you seek help, then seek help from Allaah. And know that if the nation were to gather together to
benefit you with anything, they would not benefit you with anything except what Allaah had already
prescribed for you. And if they were to gather together to harm you with anything, they would not harm
you, except with what Allaah had already prescribed against you. The pens have been lifted, and the
pages have dried”.



In another narration, “Recognize and acknowledge Allaah in times of ease and prosperity and he will
remember you in times of adversity, and know that what has passed you by was not going to happen to
you and what was going to happen to you was never going to pass you by, and know that victory
comes with patience, relief with affliction and ease with hardship”, as Allaah says, “Indeed, with
hardship, comes ease. Verily with hardship comes ease”.

2. Da’'wah Efforts

Evey Muslim should do what he is capablel of doing. The results are in Allaah’s hands. Abraham,
Alaihis Salaam, was commanded to erect the Ka’bah, and to call the people to perform Haijj to it. He
fulfilled the command and called mankind with his human voice, and Allaah made his voice audible to
all humankind. A Muslim should do his part, while having faith in Allaah.

Prophet Muhammad’s Da’'wah in Makkah won only a small humber of people. Mus’ab bin Umayr
Da’'wah in Madinah before the arrival of the prophet in the famous migration, had many people come to
the true faith.

3. Sabr and Salaah
One of the main characteristics required in Da’'wah is Sabr. Allaah said in the Qur'aan (2:153) “O you
who have believed, seek help through patience and prayer. Indeed, Allaah is with the patient.”

Based on this, one of the ways that we can improve our Sabr is through Salah. When you are feeling
down, when you are feeling like maybe you want to give up, this is the time to go and to leave
everything and to perform Salah. But it also means that if you train yourself with regular Salah, this will
also train you in Sabr. Those wishing to have Allaah by their side should practise patience.
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4. Self-Control

Characteristics such as perseverance, mercy, forgiveness, Naseeha, Ikhlaas and controlling anger all
involve and require control over emotions and desires. A Da’ee needs to make certain characteristics
habitual so as to be able to bear and endure patiently whatever happens to him throughout his career,
and to overlook and forgive people’s misdeeds. These characteristics work unitedly.

That explains why it is really important to imbibe as many of these characteristics within yourself as
possible because having one is going to help you to initiate the other.

Seeing the tragedies besetting the Muslim Ummah, some Muslims let their emotion take the better of
them, whereas believers are called to put complete trust in Allaah, and not fall into despair and
helplessness. We must continue to do what Allaah has commanded us, such as to perform good
deeds, and stand as witnesses to justice and truth (Al Qur'aan:4:135).

Righteousness in the Qur’aan

Allaah said in the Qur'aan (2:177) “It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards east or west;
but it is righteousness to believe in Allaah and the Last Day, and the angels, and the book, and the
messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy,
for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practise
regular charity; to fulfil the contracts which you have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or
suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the Allaah-
fearing.”

Those embodying these characteristics are described in this verse as the Muttagoon (God-conscious or
God-fearing).

All these characteristics need to be cultivated by practising them. Learn every quality by practising it.
Life is a struggle, and a test. And to be a caller to Allaah demands sacrifice. You will need to sacrifice
your life, your money and everything, all for the sake of Da’'wah.

Christian organisations can raise hundreds of millions in a year to propagate their religion. Muslim
organisations can be nowhere compared to that. And in many cases, there are individual attempts for
certain Da’'wah activities.

5.  Sacrifice (Tadhiyah), a Prerequisite of Da’wah

For Da'wah, one needs sometimes to go on long journeys, regardless of sacrfices. The Prophet,
Sallallaahu Wa Sallam, said, “Travelling is a part of torture”. Sacrifice does not mean wearing old pairs
of jeans. Sacrifice is to give from that which you love.

Allaah says in the Qur'aan (9:24) “Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your mates,
or your kindred; the wealth that you have gained; the commerce in which you fear a decline: or the



dwellings in which you delight - are dearer to you than Allaah, or His Messenger, or the striving in His
cause;- then wait until Allaah brings about His decision: and Allaah guides not the rebellious”.

This means if you love the family members, money, tribe, etc., more than sacrificing and struggling and
making effort in the path of Allaah, this leads to Allaah’s punishment. The way you have to be is to love
and struggle for Allaah more than anything else. All these should be sacrificed for the pleasure of
Allaah by supporting his way of life and spreading it through Da’'wah. And this is the actual meaning of
Jihaad.

A true believer should enjoy serving Allaah through Da’'wah. It is not an act that is put aside after one
marries or gets a permanent job. If that happens and the job becomes dearer to you than the struggle
for the pleasure of Allaah through Da’wah, then wait until Allaah’s punishment comes.

Even before prophethood, Muhammad (pbuh) embodied great characteristics. When he received the
first revelation and came back to his wife shivering, she assured him, saying,

Allaah will never desert you because you are kind; you keep the ties of relationship; you look after the
needy and the poor and you release the slave. According to this statement, a person having these
qualities can never be disgraced or deserted by Allaah.

This wife of his was wealthy and she spent her wealth in the cause of Islaam, in helping the weak
Muslims, the poor, the needy and the destitute.

To see how much the prophet and his companions sacrificed for this Deen. Look at the beautiful story
of Abu Bakr and Omar when the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam, is in desperate need of
financing a military expedition to protect the Muslims against the attack of the enemies. And this
journey is long and it is in the heat of Summer. So, he is trying to collect finances for this expedition.
And he is really appealing to people to be so generous and to give. Omar intended to outdo Abu Bakr.

So, Omar brings half of his wealth and he presents it to the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam.
Then Abu Bakr comes and gives all that he had. So, when the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam,
asked, “What have you left for your family?”” Abu Bakr said, “| have left Allaah and His messenger”.
That is enough for them. This is part of their sacrifice in the path of Allaah.
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6. The Sacrifice of the Prophet (pbuh)
The Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, was on another level higher than Abu Bakr. The Prophet,

Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, lived a very simple life. Here is a beautiful incident to reflect upon, that is
narrated by Abu Hurairah. Abu Hurairrah lived in a separate section of the masjid of the Prophet (pbuh),
called As Suffah, where young people who had nowhere to live, used to stay.

Abu Hurayrah narrated that one day, he was and all those living in that As-Suffah were so hungry that
he collapsed in a fit at the exit of the mosque. He thought to go to Omar, and ask Omar a question,
hoping that by asking Omar a question he would realise his need. And Omar answered the question
straightforwardly without realising the implications. The same happened with Abu Bakr.

Now Abu Hurairah headed towards the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, and asked him. He said,
Come with me. So, he took Hurairah to his house, and he asked his wives, if there was anything to eat.
But he discovered that all they had was half a bowl of milk. Think how simply and austerely he lived.

All they have in the household of Rasul Allaah, is half a bowl! of milk for the whole family of the Prophet,
Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam. So, his wives handed the Prophet this half bowl of milk, knowing that he
would give it away. Such was their love to sacrifice the only thing they had. This shows the great
standard of sacrifice and commitment and love for helping the poor and the needy.

Now, Abu Hurairah is obviously eyeing this half bowl of milk. And then the Prophet says something very
challenging to Abu Hurairah. He tells him to go and get all Ahlus Suffah (his homeless mates). Half a
bowl for such great number of people! But it is the prophet's command. He called them all and gives
that very bowl to them one by one until all had their fill. The prophet lastly, gives the bowl to Abu
Hurairah, who drank, and gave it to the prophet. The prophet again commanded him to drink until he
could take no more. Then the prophet drank.

The Blessing of Fulfilling the Commandments

This reveals that Allaah can bless and multiply anything he wishes. Human logic does work every time.
This shows how wrong it is to shirk doing duties based on wrong estimations already known by Allaah,
who made the command. Tawakkul should be exercised when the command of Allaah is given, and
then Allaah’s help surely comes.

This life including commandments are a test that requires sacrifice and trust in Allaah. The other lesson
is in the prophet’s unstinting generosity that made people accept Islaam willingly.

In fact, there is one narration when a man came to the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, asking for
something and the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, pointing at some hill covered in sheep, told
him to take the sheep that happened to be on the hill. This made the man go to his people and tell them
to accept Islaam, being impressed by the generosity of the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam.



7. The Sahabah’s Sacrifice

The Sahabah were also very exemplary in that spirit of sacrifice, to the extent that makes it hard for
people of today to believe it. The people of Madinah (called the Ansar) provided shelter to the Muslims
(the Muhajireen) who left their homes in Makkah because of the religious persecution. The sacrifice of
the migrants made them leave their homeland, houses and properties, and the sacrifice of the Ansaar
made them share their houses and properties with the believing Makkan immigrants.

Madinah was not a nice place to live In. in fact, new commers would contract diseases there, not to
speak about the bad weather. So, to leave Makkah and decide to live in Madinah was a great sacrifice.

Moreover, in one instance, one of the Ansaar said to one of th Mahajireen: half of everything | own is
yours. Half of everything | own belongs to you. This manifests his willingness to sacrifice for the sake of
Alla. This is how they were. This is the spirit of sacrifice that permeated the Sahabah.

Allaah said in the Qur'aan (3:133-135) “Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a
Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,
those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all)
men, for Allaah loves those who do good”.

Sahaabah under Torture
Bilal was the slave of Umayyah bin Khalaf. He used to torture him in the blazing sand of Arabia
mercilessly, wanting him to renounce his new faith. But he endured patiently without compromising.

There is another example of Abu Dharr, who is from the Ghifari tribe. And even though the Prophet,
Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, advised him hide his Islaam, he went out and recited Shahadah publicly.
The pagans felt insulted and began to beat him up badly. Al Abbaas, the uncle of the Prophet,
Sallallaahu Alaihi Wasallam, saved him by warning them that his tribe would attack their trading
caravan when they would cross their land. Only then they left him.

Khabbab Bin Al Aratt was a slave serving a woman. She used to put him in steel armour and leave him
to bake in the sun. She branded his head with a hot iron, and used to drag him over heaps of hot
charcoal. The blood and the fat that used to flow out of his body would put out the charcoal. This is
what he went through for his Deen.

Ammar, his son, Yasser and wife, Sumayyah were poor, and they had no tribe to protect them. They
were tortured for Islaam. Yasser was killed and Sumaiyyah was killed famously as the first martyr.



Lesson 4: Characteristics of the Caller - Part 16

8. The Characteristic of Zuhd

Zuhd literally means “doing without”, and in Islaamic terminology, it means “essentially doing without
the world and everything related to it”. So, doing without it, turning away from it, seeking independence
from it, despising it and aspire to the Akhirah make up the meaning of Zuhd.

However, imbibing within oneself this characteristic of Zuhd does not necessarily mean that one has to
abandon every single worldly thing, every comfort and every enjoyable matter. Although following the
path of living a simple life has many benefits, true Zuhd is when one's heart is not attached, or
concerned with the things of this world.

The person who practices Zuhd is constantly grateful to Allaah, whether one has the worldly things, or
one does not have the worldly things, it actually makes little or no difference to the person who
practices Zuhd. So, in reality, Zuhd is renouncing the world in your heart, even if you have it in your
hand.

Some of the greatest Sahabah including a number of the 10, who are promised Paradise, were
extremely wealthy, for example, Othman Bin Affan, Sa’d Bin Abi Waqqas, Sa’eed Bin Zayd, Talhah Bin
Ubaydullah, but this did not prevent them, having a very high status with Allaah and His messenger.

Abu Muslim said, “Zuhd is not that we should declare what is Halal to be Haram, nor is it to waste
property and wealth, rather having Zuhd in the world is that we should not rely more upon what is in our
hands than that which is in the hand of Allaah. He added that your state in difficult circumstances
should be the same as when nothing untoward happens, and praise and criticism for the sake of truth
should be the same to you.

But the root of this Zuhd, is to be content and pleased with Allaah, for true wealth is contentment. The
person who realises the truth of this, certainly has complete trust in Allaah in all their affairs, being
pleased with Allaah’s management of their affairs.

The key to Zuhd is understanding the worthlessness of this world and everything in it, in comparison to
the life to come. So, one should always be raising awareness of the reality of the Akhirah, its proximity
to us, and the vastness and the great extent of the Aakhirah compared to this limited, temporary worldly
life. It gains its value from being the place of preparing for the Hereafter.

Allaah said in the Qur'aan (87:16-17) “Nay (behold), you prefer the life of this world; But the Hereafter

is better and more enduring.”

9. Pride in the Vanities of Wealth
The Qur'aan mentions the story of a man called Qaaroon, one of the Bani Israel. And he was extremely
wealthy, to the extent that he needed a strong body of men, just to carry the keys of his treasure
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chests. So, can you imagine then, how much was his wealth, and how much was his treasure that he
possessed?

So, he came out before his people in his adornment, trailing his garments, as a sign of pride in those
days. Those who desired the worldly life said, “Oh, would that we had the like of what has been given to
Qaaroon. Indeed, He is one of great fortune. People always see wealthy people to be fortunate.

In fact, wealth comes with its own tests, trials and tribulations. Arrogance and pride are negative points
in this test. This is part of the danger of not suffering hardships in your life. But there were some people
who had knowledge said, “Woe to you. The reward of Allaah is better for whoever believes and does
righteousness, and none are granted except the patient”.

Allaah caused the earth to swallow Qaaroon. Despite his great wealth, despite having employed bodies
of strong men to carry the keys for his treasure, he was killed disgracefully. His men, guards and wealth
forsook him. There was nothing to help him against the punishment of Allaah.

“And those who had envied his position the day before began to say on the morrow: ‘Ahl! it is indeed
Allaah Who enlarges the provision or restricts it, to any of His servants He pleases! had it not been that
Allaah was gracious to us, He could have caused the earth to swallow us up! Ah! those who reject
Allaah will assuredly never prosper.”

Allaah concluded in the next verse “That Home of the Hereafter We shall give to those who intend not
high-handedness or mischief on earth: and the end is (best) for the righteous.”

The people that deserve to enter Paradise are the people who do not desire exaltedness, fame, etc.
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10. Three Stages of Zuhd

Scholars have identified various stages and various levels of Zuhd as well.

The first stage of Zuhd is when a servant is more certain of what is in the hands of Allaah than what is
in his own hands. In other words, you are more certain about the life to come than you are about this
life. You are certain that you will meet Allaah on the day of judgment, and that you will either go to the
Hellfire or Paradise.

Abu Hazim Az Zahid was asked, “What is your wealth?” He said: “Two kinds of wealth: dispelling all
fear of poverty and trusting in Allaah (Tawakkol), and not being attached to what people have”.

He was asked, “Do you not fear poverty?” He said, “How can | fear poverty, when my lord owns all that
is in the heavens and on the earth and all that is in between them, and all that is beneath the ground?”

Al Fudayl Bin lyaad said, “The essence of living simply is to be content with Allaah, the Almighty”. He
also said, “The one who is content is the one who lives simply, and it is he who is rich”.

The truly rich person is the one who is content, the one who has attained real faith, who trust in Allaah
in all affairs. He remains unattached to the creation, out of fear and hope. And by doing so, he finds that
pursuing worldly gains is not worthwhile.

The second stage of Zuhd is to desire the reward for afflictions, losses and damages, rather than
desiring to regain what is lost, or damaged. They wish to earn the Akhirah rather than recovering the
Dunya.

Ali Bin Abu Talib said, “Whoever lives simply in this world finds misfortunes easy to endure”. One of the
righteous predecessors used to say, “If it was not for the misfortunes of this world, we would arrive in
the next world completely destitute”.

The Prophet Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam, said, “How amazing the situation of the believer is!
Everything that happens to him or her is good for him. If they get some blessing from Allaah, then they
praise Allaah and they are thankful and that is good for them. And if they are afflicted with some
misfortune, they are patient, and that is good for them.

The third stage of Zuhd is that of a servant who considers praise and criticism as equal. They feel the
same whether they are praised to criticised, so long as they are sure they are doing what is required of

them by the Creator.

They do not care whether people like them, or dislike them. What is important for them is earning the
pleasure of Allaah.
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Only when the opinion of people would affect the successfulness of Da’'wah and the image of Islaam in
the sight of others, a Muslim may consider what people would say about him and his decisions. The
prophet knew the hypocrites by name, but did not treat them as enemies because that will detract
people from following him, as they saw these hypocrites as his companions.

Otherwise, this total disregard to what people say, is necessary because you will have to say things
that people do not like. You will have to oppose wrong customs, practices, doctrines, etc. What matters
is the truth and commitment to Allaah’s instructions. This makes the caller bold in conveying the truth
and fighting anti-Islaamic practices.

Whoever does something to please Allaah, even if it is displeasing the people, then Allaah who is the

Turner of the hearts will make the hearts of the people pleased with that person. Ultimately, they must
seek the pleasure of Allaah alone. And this is at the heart of what Zuhd is all about.
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11. Aspects of True Zuhd
A person who has attained Zuhd acknowledges and appreciates others, as being better than himself.
Yet he does not envy others for their success.

And this is the issue of leadership, because the one who really does without the world is the one who
does without being praised and honoured. This is why giving up leadership is harder than doing without
gold or silver, because one of the things that people love more than gold and more than silver, is the
love of leadership.

It becomes worse when one seeks leadership through Da’'wah or Islaamic work, which ideally should
be done for the sake of Akhirah and the pleasure of Allaah not Dunya and positions or authority.

A Muslim deprives of illicit entertainment and enjoyment in this world in order to have it complete in the
hereafter. This is wiser than being extreme in indulging in worldly pleasures which are temporary, at the
cost of the hereafter, which is eternal. Besides, the rewards of this Dunya are uncertain whereas the
rewards of the Akhirah are definite.

One of the things that is really important to understand is that you can only actually do without
something which you have access to. This is why when someone said to Abdullah bin Al Mubarak, “O
Zahid”, he said that the real Zahid was Omar lbn Abdul Aziz, for he rejected tremendous pleasures and
riches of this world that were placed at his feet, whereas | have very little to give up. This is a very
important observation.

And when he became the Khalifah of the Muslims, he gave his wife two choices: either to keep her gold
and ornaments or get rid of them and continue to be his wife. So, she chose to be his wife and live
simply.

Lifestyle of People of Zuhd
Alhasan Albasri characterised people of Zuhd in words to the effect that,

i. They neither rejoiced when things of this world came to them, nor grieved when they lost
anything in this world.

ii. The life of this world was more insignificant to them than dust.
iii. They had least concern with types of food.

iv. When night came, they would be on their feet, with their foreheads against the earth, tears
rolling down their cheeks, secretly calling on Allaah to save them on the Day of Judgment.

V. If they did something good, they never stopped being grateful for it. And they are always
asking Allaah to accept it.
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Vi. If they did something bad, they were saddened by it, and will keep asking Allaah to forgive
them for it. They were not safe from wrong actions, and was saved only by that constant
turning in repentance.

Question and Answer Bucket

1. How did the Prophet illustrate to his companions the worthlessness of the world?

Ans. The Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam, was once walking with his companions, and they
came across a rotting carcass of a dead goat and the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam,
pointed to it and said, “Who would buy this for a Durham?” They said, Oh Rasul Allaah, we would
not buy it from you for even less than that, even if it was alive, because of the defect it had.
Thereupon, the Prophet said, “Most Certainly, this world is more worthless in the sight of Allaah
than this rotting carcass of the goat is in your eyes,” or words to this effect.

In another occasion, the Prophet, Sallallaahu Alaihi Wa Sallam, said that if this Dunya had any value in
the sight of Allaah, he would not have allowed those people who disbelieved in him to even have a sip
of water.

2. What is the status of being patient with calamities?
Ans. Allaah said in the Qur'aan (2:155-157), “Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and
hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who
patiently persevere, who say, when afflicted with calamity: ‘To Allaah We belong, and to Him is our
return’. They are those on whom (Descend) blessings from Allaah, and Mercy, and they are the ones
that receive guidance”.

So, they get blessings, mercy and guidance from Allaah. Whatever calamity befalls them, they are
immensely rewarded if they are patient.

3. What does true faith in Allaah entail?
Ans. True faith entails:

i. Abstention from doing Haraam things to please people.

ii. Abstention from envying anyone for what Allaah has given them, because in a way, you are
questioning Allaah's wisdom. Envy here means to wish that what the others have, be taken
from them and given to you.

iii. Feeling sure that Allaah gives each what is best for them.
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